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We are privileged to share with you 

in this Holiday II issue of the Greene-

Scene Community Magazine several 

fun, original drawings and letters 

to Santa from our readers Thank 

you to all our readers and children 

that submitted letters . We appre-

ciate you sharing these fun images 

and hopeful letters. The letters 

with their illustrations are scat-

tered throughout the pages of this 

month’s issue. 

Letters Letters 
to to 

SantaSanta

Warming Up at Warming Up at 
Christmas on High Christmas on High 

StreetStreet
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I  Love  this Community A MEANINGFUL 
CHRISTMAS TRADITION

By Emma Bates

When thinking of Christmas traditions, what typi-
cally comes to mind? For many of us, a brightly lit 
tree, delectable homemade treats, and a candlelit 

visit to church round out the most wonderful time of the year. 
But for others, Christmas is a very stressful time, and even one 
of sadness and disappointment when the Christmas list can’t 
seem to be met, and all of Santa’s bounty is just out of reach. 
Fortunately for Greene County and many other communities 
across the country, Toys for Tots is a Christmas tradition that 
brings hope to the struggles of the season.

 Toys for Tots is an organization founded entirely by Ma-
rines with a heart for less fortunate children that may not re-
ceive a Christmas present otherwise. The Marine Toys for Tots 
program was started in 1947 in Los Angeles, California, by a 
USMC Major, Bill Hendricks. Five thousand toys were collect-
ed that first year, with the first toy being a doll made by Major 
Hendrick’s wife. In the nearly eighty years since its inception, 
Toys for Tots has spread across America by small groups of 
United States Marines, little by little, to its current status as a 
nationally recognized entity with a presence in all fifty states.

Laura Walters, a lifelong volunteer for and now co-chair 
of Toys for Tots in Greene County, says that the organization 
is a family tradition. Laura’s Uncle John “Buzz” Walters, Father 
Jim Walters, and Uncle Bob Walters, in addition to Bob Vares-
ko, Jim Caputo, Max Deveka, Mae Richardson, Dick Morgan, 
Andrew Matty, Murray Williams, and Frank Novasky - all of 
whom were U.S. Marines—founded the Greene County Toys 
for Tots program in 1980. “We hold these Marines close in our 
hearts for making Toys for Tots possible,” says Laura. This year 
marks the 44th annual Toys for Tots event in Greene County.

Laura and her sister, Barb Walters, remember helping 
their father in the founding years of the program. “We’ve been 
involved from the get-go. We started this with our dad my 
senior year in high school,” Laura remembers. Since her uncle 
Buzz’s passing on December 16, 2022, Laura sums it up sim-
ply: “My sister and I just want to continue the legacy of our 
dad and our uncles.”

Laura Walters and Lori Paletta-Davis are co-chairs of the 
2024 Greene County Toys for Tots Program, which operates 
as part of the national program through a partnership with 
the Washington County program. Laura and Lori, along with 
other project coordinators across the country, receive train-
ing both in-person and online from the Marine Toys for Tots 
Foundation.

 An equally significant contribution to the evolution of 
the Greene County Toys for Tots program comes in the form 
of local support. “The community has made Toys for Tots 
what it is,” Laura says with gratitude. 

Both individuals and businesses support the annual toy 
drive and distribution event through donations, volunteer 
power, and providing toy drop-off boxes on business premises. 
Organizations like First Federal Savings and Loan of Greene 
County, Community Bank, Carmichaels Dollar General, Mi-
chaels Auto, Waynesburg VFW Post 4793, SCI Greene, Cum-
berland Township Police, and Carmichaels and West Greene 
School Districts, to name a few, have all taken up the call to 
make Christmas a little brighter this year.

The Greene County Toys for Tots team is also extremely 
grateful to the Fraternal Order of the Eagles for their donation 

of $8,100, which it generated through local fundraisers for the 
purchase of toys for this year’s event.

Additionally, we “have to give a shout out to volunteers 
either being onsite the day of toy distribution or donating toys 
or setting up boxes,” exclaims Laura. 

“You would have to have a whole page to list all the vol-
unteers,” Barb states. “Prices are up 20%, even 30% in some 
places, and Toys for Tots can help,” she continues.

 Distribution day will be held on Saturday December 14 
this year, from 10 am to 12 pm at two locations: the Waynes-
burg Fairgrounds and the Carmichaels Activity Center on 
Nemacolin Road. Volunteers work tirelessly to ensure that 
children receive brand-new, good quality, and up-to-date toys 
under their Christmas trees. “We spend time online looking at 
what’s popular,” Barb shares. “Our mom is 85,” she continues, 
“and she loves shopping. She will ask individuals of all ages 
what toys are popular this year.” 

“You’ve got to admit,” Barb says to Laura, “the toys we’ve 
gotten, they’re very nice.”

The event itself has taken on a streamlined look at many 
facilities across the country, but both Waynesburg and Car-
michaels locations have been able to retain a more personal 
approach in regards to shopping and one-on-one interactions. 
“Volunteers at the event help parents shop, which is fortunate-
ly a completely hands-on approach. Not all Toys for Tots sites 
across the U.S. are able to offer such a personal touch,” Laura 
explains.

Parents and guardians attending the event must come 
prepared with the following two documents: (1) proof of resi-
dence in Greene County, and (2) a medical card for each child 
they are shopping for - from newborns to age 12. After pre-
senting these documents, parents/guardians are welcome to 
shop for the perfect gifts. Barb explains, “It’s organized like a 

store by age and other groupings: for example, baby and bar-
bie dolls, trucks and cars, and infant appropriate items.” 

Volunteers act as “shopping assistants” to help parents 
navigate the many options available on the floor. According to 
Laura, “It’s a well-oiled machine.” 

Many who come to the event are overwhelmed, but vol-
unteers are aware of and familiar with the environment to 
help the shoppers get their bearings and point them in the 
right direction.

Barb shares that attendees are “very forthcoming with 
information. There is never any arguing, they’re thankful for 
anything they get.” 

A common story shared with volunteers is that without 
this opportunity, the family “would have had nothing.” Laura 
says she has heard similar stories from many of the people 
who have attended Toys for Tots events, and they are definitely 
emotional ones.

“One person said, ‘If it weren’t for Toys for Tots, I would 
have never had toys for Christmas as a child.’ I cried on the 
spot,” Laura reflects. 

Barb recalls that “Those who come through often ask ‘is 
there anything I can do?’ They are very gracious.” Barb con-
tinues, “This is one program where people want to know how 
they can help.” 

The overarching statement is, “I just want my kids to 
have a Christmas.” And thanks to the unwavering generosity 
of local people and businesses, including many volunteers at 
every level, more people can experience just that.

Toys for Tots “has changed lives to where [people] want 
to give back to their community because they received a toy,” 
Barb says. When asked why the program continues, she re-
sponds, “it’s bringing joy to those who need it.” Now that’s a 
Christmas tradition we all could use a little more of.

Toys for Tots provides a merry Christmas for many local families. 
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By Emily Capule

Public Service Profile
FINDING A HOME AT HORSE & HOUND HILLTOP HAVEN

Dear Santa, 
I would like for Christmas is a reborn baby doll, Elf on 

the Shelf, Lego Christmas, and Care Bears. I also would like 
a Pillow Pet Clifford The Big Red Dog, coloring books, Holiday 
Barbie 2024, My Life As dolls, makeup brush organizer, and 
earrings. I have been very good this year! Can you tell ev-
erybody that I said hi; please and thank you. How are the 
reindeer doing? Do you think Rudolph is excited for Christ-
mas? 
						      From Cayla (age 26)

Two Belgian draft horses have moved 
to Carmichaels to live out the rest of 
their days at Horse and Hound Hill-

top Haven horse sanctuary after spending 
their lives working for their families.  

 These two geldings worked selflessly 
their entire lives and, when they showed 
signs of aging, their owners made the deci-
sion to sell them to a man who buys horses 
to ship to meat slaughter. It is common 
practice for work horses to be sold at the 
end of fall when someone thinks they may 
not work the next year because they want 
to avoid having to spend the money to feed 
them all winter just to get rid of them in the 
spring.  

 Fortunately, Big John and Prince both 
made their way onto the grounds of The End 
of the Line in Harmony, PA, an organization 
this meat buyer has an agreement with to 
which allows five days to find a home for 
the horse (at the same cost as the meat price 
guarantee, of course). Angel Wings Rescue 
of Jefferson, PA was alerted to Big John wait-
ing for a home as his window was closing 
and they raised the funds to save him.  

 The next step was to send these horses 
to a quarantine facility to be kept separated 
from other horses and kept under close ob-
servation for any illnesses that may devel-
op and to treat any injuries that the horse 
may have come in with. It was during the 
four-week quarantine stay that Big John 
met another Belgian draft geld-
ing named Prince and the two 
became fast friends. It was de-
cided that for the two horses to 
have a happy rehabilitation and 
retirement, they needed to be 
together.  

 Most horses live to be about 
thirty years old, but it is thought 
that because of the very large 
size - 18+ hands and 2200lbs - of 
draft horses, they may not live 
quite that long. With these two 
horses being estimated to be 
20+ years old already, the hope 
for Angel Wings Rescue and the 
sanctuary that is caring for them 
is to simply let them know love 
and happiness for the rest of 
their time.  

 “Their personalities are al-

ready shining through after just a few days 
in our care! They are both the gentlest giants 
you will ever meet. It is overwhelming how 
huge they are, but they look at you and all 
they want is love and attention!” says Jenn 
Buzzatto, a board member with Horse and 
Hound Hilltop Haven.  

 The next steps for these two include 
raising funds for a covered hay hut so they 
can eat round bales throughout the year, 
more daily grooming sessions, and actively 
working to help them gain weight – which 
is a real challenge, as aged horses who have 
ribs showing are very difficult to bring back 
to form. But don’t worry, the team is work-
ing with local veterinarians on an excellent 
nutrition program for these two giants.  

 If you are interested in following the 
story of these two rescues and donating to 
their cause, follow Horse and Hound Hilltop 
Haven on social media for updates.  
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CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  Waynesburg  University

Waynesburg University’s Marine Biology Program 
recently welcomed 800 channel catfish juveniles as 
part of its Cooperative Nursery Program with the 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.
Through this project, the University aids in raising cat-

fish for the Commonwealth and then releases them into local 
waterways.

“The Cooperative Nursery Program provides a unique 
opportunity for WU marine biology students to gain hands-
on experience working with native fishes, learn aquarium 
techniques that will aid them later on in their careers and in-
teract with the public in a meaningful way,” said Dr. Christian 
Hayes, director of marine science and assistant professor of 
biology at Waynesburg University.

Shortly after the arrival of the fish, Washington County 
Commissioner Nick Sherman and Pennsylvania State Sena-
tor Camera Bartolotta, along with several of their staff, visited 
the University’s Marine Biology Lab to discuss the University’s 
participation in the Program with Dr. Hayes and their interest 
in developing a similar nursery of their own in Washington 
County.

As part of the Cooperative Nursery Program, students 
have the opportunity to take over the responsibility of feeding, 
measuring and monitoring the health of all of the catfish dur-
ing their stay in the University’s Marine Biology Lab.

The catfish are later sent to local elementary, junior and 
senior high schools participating in the Catfish in the Class-

room program, where students care for and later release them. 
Every April, Waynesburg University students help with the re-
lease into local waterways.

“Due to the gracious support of the PA Fish and Boat 
Commission, who have pro-
vided several grants to WU, 
we have been able to expand 
the capacity of the nursery to 
double the number of catfish 
we can rear and stock in local 
streams to help promote local 
fish populations,” Dr. Hayes 
added.

The Pennsylvania Fish 
and Boat Commission recently 
awarded another grant to the 
University for the purpose of 
updating the filtration equip-
ment in the lab’s nursery. With 
their help, this yearly project 
can continue to benefit the lo-
cal community in future years.

Waynesburg University’s 
3/1 Marine Biology Program 
offers a combined curriculum 
toward a Bachelor of Science in 
marine biology in conjunction 

with Coastal Carolina University (CCU). Students complete 
their first three years at Waynesburg and finish their final year 
of coursework at CCU.

Waynesburg U. Serves as Cooperative Nursery & Hosts 800 Catfish for Release Into Local Waterways

Dear Santa, 
My mom is helping me write this. For Christmas, I’d 

like for you to stay warm, and wear purple. I like purple. I 
told my mom that I’d like a ball, a bus, babies, and cookies. 
Thank you. 

				    Love, Kennedy (age 3) and Mommy
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Greene Artifacts
1816 SPRINGFIELD: BEFORE AND AFTER 

By Matthew Cumberledge, GCHS Executive Director

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I want a big realistic Titanic ship. I 

love you Santa. 

						      From Jackson (age 5)

The War of 1812 revealed many weak-
nesses in the design of American 
muskets,. That shortcoming gave 

way to the development of better muskets 
to be used by the US Army in future con-
flicts. The 1816 rifle was one gun developed 
as a result of the War of 1812.

The 1816 Springfield replaced the 
model 1812 Springfield, and brought with 
it several improvements, including a 42” 
long, .69 smooth bore barrel, similar to the 
model 1812 but with a longer lock plate, a 
shorter trigger guard and a longer bayonet. 
The model 1816 was a flintlock musket, 
originally manufactured at the Springfield 
and Harper’s Ferry armories between 1816 
and 1844, with over 700,000 made.

But, after having read all of that, you 
may ask, why is the photo captioned “1828 
Springfield”? That’s because, like many 
other older rifles used in the Civil War and 

later, many were converted to percussion 
caps, and our featured rifle is no excep-
tion. The side plate is indeed marked 1828 
Springfield. At some point in its lifetime, 
it was converted by kit to be a percussion 
rifle. The parts marked 1828 are the parts 
that specifically converted it from flintlock 
to percussion.

This specific rifle saw use during and 
after the Civil War. Soldiers used Model 
1816 Springfield Rifles more in the early 
years of the Civil War, specifically 1861 and 
1862, before largely replacing them with 
the Model 1861 Springfield Rifle.

After the War, their owners kept a lot 
of these rifles and transitioned them into 
hunting rifles, especially those folks who 
lived in more rural areas such as Greene 
County. If this converted model 1816 could 
talk, the stories it could tell!

1828 Springfield

Discover new K-12 
education opportunities 
waiting for you at the 
Pennsylvania Cyber 
Charter School!

Call 724.643.1180 or visit 
pacyber.org to start your 

PA Cyber journey today.

THE 
LEARNING
NEVER 
STOPS
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Going Greene :
By Matthew Cumberledge

HISTORICAL MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES

It’s here - 2025. The beginning of the sec-
ond quarter of the 21st century. Where 
has the time gone? To many of us, it likely 

seems like it was just yesterday we were cele-
brating the birth of the New Millenium. Here 
in Greene County, Pennsylvania, not one, but 
two organizations will celebrate special anni-
versaries in the year 2025!

Cornerstone Genealogical Society, one 
of the best genealogical reference libraries 
in the region, if not the country, celebrates 
their 50th anniversary in September. As part 
of their 50th year celebrations, sometime in 
September (date to be determined, so follow 
them on Facebook for information) they will 
host a major Open House event showcasing 
their collection of documents and books con-
taining a wealth of family and local history 
information from Greene County and the 
surrounding region.   

Also, according to David Cressey, presi-
dent of the Society, one of the goals they are 
working towards with their 50th year com-
ing up is getting editions of the Waynesburg 
Republican newspaper, dating back to 1870, 

scanned and digitized so they can be available 
on newspapers.com and in their library. This 
will be a major accomplishment, and when 
completed, will open up a world of new in-
formation to a new generation of researchers.

Not only will Cornerstone Genealogical 
Society be celebrating their 50th anniversary 
as an organization, the Greene County His-
torical Society will celebrate 100 years as an 
organization preserving artifacts relating to 
Greene County History. The Greene County 
Historical Society’s celebrations will start in 
April with a revamped Opening Day. In lieu 
of a simple one-day event, the GCHS will 
have a two day fair the last weekend in April, 
with re-enactors from the French and Indian 
War Period through the American Civil War. 
This event will be less focused on vendors and 
will have many demonstrators, hands-on ac-
tivities, and lots of historical education. Per-
haps even a little whiskey to commemorate 
the Whiskey Rebellion of the 1790s!

Also, in October, when the Historical So-
ciety officially turns a century old, the GCHS 
will kick off the month with the Annual Har-

vest Festival. 
The 2025 event 
will be the soci-
ety’s 54th Har-
vest Festival, all 
of which were 
held at the old 
Greene County 
home, the pres-
ent location 
of the GCHS 
Museum. There 
will be other 
events hap-
pening at the 
GCHS in Oc-
tober, perhaps 
some Haunted 
History Tours 
and maybe a 
Murder Mystery/Escape Room event. There 
is still a lot of planning to be done, so give the 
Greene County Historical Society Museum a 
follow on Facebook as well!

It’s exciting that in the same year, two 

historical organizations with such close ties 
will celebrate historic anniversaries. It’s look-
ing like 2025 is going to be quite an exciting 
year!



 10 GreeneScene Community Magazine  •  HOLIDAY II 2024

Waynesburg U. PRSSA chapter wins Star 
Chapter award

Waynesburg University’s Public Relations Student Society of America (PRSSA) chapter recently 
received the Star Chapter award for the 2023-2024 academic year. This recognition was given in ac-
knowledgment of the chapter’s excellence in its fulfillment of the criteria set by the Public Relations 
Society of America Foundation.

The award was achieved under the leadership of Bailee Yokum, a 2024 Waynesburg University 
graduate. Upon hearing the news, Yokum expressed her pride in the chapter’s collective efforts.

“I was so excited to receive the news that WU PRSSA had won the Star Chapter award because 
I know how hard our chapter worked to go above and beyond in every aspect,” Yokum said. “I am so 
proud of the teamwork and effort we put in to meet our goals to achieve the Star Chapter status, and 
I am very grateful to have been part of WU PRSSA.”

The Waynesburg University PRSSA chapter has a history of winning awards for their work. 
Sydney Smiley, president of the chapter for the 2024-2025 academic year, expressed her desire to 
maintain this status.

“Earning this award is a testament to our members’ dedication, passion and collaboration. It 
highlights our achievements and sets a high standard for future chapter members,” Smiley said.

Some criteria for earning the Star Chapter award include attending international conferences, 
promoting ethics in public relations and operating a PRSSA firm.

Yokum reflected on the experiences that contributed to the chapter’s status, noting how these 
opportunities not only fulfilled the award criteria but also helped prepare students for their future 
careers.

“The experiences the chapter had while working to achieve the Star Chapter award, like attend-
ing the international conference in Nashville, Tennessee, were so rewarding. It was a great chance for 
us as young professionals to network and learn more about effective practices in the field,” Yokum 
said.

Smiley, too, spoke highly of the chapter’s impact on her professional journey, crediting PRSSA 
for providing crucial opportunities for growth.

“Through PRSSA, I’ve gained the confidence and skills to pursue my career goals, knowing I’ve 
been equipped with both practical experience and a supportive community,” she shared.

Smiley describes the organization as a valuable resource for students interested in public rela-
tions, offering opportunities to get hands-on experience in the field. 

“PRSSA is an organization that serves as a resource for students from any discipline aspiring to 
enter or grow in a public relations field. It provides students opportunities to develop and connect 
with professionals in the industry through conferences, networking events and chapter activities,” 
Smiley said. 

For more information, contact Smiley at sydney.smiley@student.waynesburg.edu.

GCASR Donate to CFGC for the Weekend 
Backpack Food Program

The Community 
Foundation of Greene 
County (CFGC) an-
nounced that over $2,000 
was donated to CFGC 
for the Weekend Back-
pack Food Program.  
The Weekend Backpack 
Food Program assists all 
Greene County students, 
K-12, who are food inse-
cure to have food to eat 
over the weekend. 

According to Dave 
Calvario, CFGC Execu-
tive Director, “Since 65-
70% of Greene County 

school-aged children qualify for free or reduced meals (breakfast and lunch) while at school, this al-
lows them to have full stomachs Monday-Friday.  But the next question that we must ask then is, what 
happens over the weekend?  What do school-aged children eat if there is little to nothing at home?  
Lack of food over the weekend causes learning problems come Monday morning since there are so 
many households in Greene County who qualify for free or reduced meals at school.”

Since 2012, the Community Foundation of Greene County has served as the fiscal sponsor for 
the Weekend Backpack Food Program.  CFGC works closely with the five school districts food ser-
vice directors and our local community to keep this program funded and operational.  

Myleen McCollum, retired teacher/librarian from West Greene and GCASR Publicity Chair, 
said, “GCASR has supported the Weekend Backpack Food Program for more than 10 years.  Our 
membership has been devoted to youth and their needs all of their lives from their homes to their 
work experiences.  We are pleased to continue our support and benevolence to this needed outreach.”

“The Weekend Backpack Food Program at Jefferson-Morgan continues to serve at-risk students 
and provide them with healthy and much needed food items during the weekend.  Our goal is to help 
our students avoid weekend hunger,” says Andrea Henneman, Food Service Director at Jefferson-
Morgan.  All donations, no matter how big or small, go a long way in helping to meet the $50,000 cost 
to operate the Weekend Backpack Food Program, according to Calvario.  

First Federal Savings and Loan Supports 
CFGC Pre-K Scholarships

The Community Foundation of Greene County (CFGC) received a $25,000 donation from First 
Federal Savings and Loan Association of Greene County to support Pre-K Scholarships through 
the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) program which provides scholarship assistance for 
Greene County children attending approved Pre-K programs.

     “EITC contributions are an investment in our Commonwealth, and the youth of Greene 
County,” said Courtney Schroyer, Vice President/Chief Financial Officer of First Federal Savings and 
Loan Association. 

     The EITC Pre-K Scholarship program provides children and families with an opportunity to 
participate in a quality Pre-K program which gives children a good start toward being successful in 
school and beyond. Families may apply for a scholarship, which is paid directly to an approved Pre-K 
program, to help offset tuition and fees for the child. 

     Dave Calvario, Executive Director of CFGC, said, “The EITC scholarship program pro-
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vides financial assistance 
to families who might 
not be able to afford a 
pre-school program.  Ad-
ditionally, Calvario stated 
he would like to thank 
First Federal Savings and 
Loan of Greene County 
for their generous dona-
tion to fund the EITC 
scholarship program. 
CFGC provided schol-
arships to more than 18 
Greene County children 
attending preschool pro-
grams during the 2024-
2025 school year.

     “It is wonderful 
that First Federal of Greene County has chosen to support the EITC Pre-K effort in our community. 
The whole community eventually shares in the benefits of making pre-kindergarten available to its 
young children and families,” remarked Lori Paletta-Davis, chairperson of the CFGC Board of Direc-
tors. “This contribution will go a long way toward ensuring that we will be able to provide scholar-
ships for eligible families during the 2024-2025 school year.”   

	

WCHS Lions Club Students of the Month 
The Lions Club Students of the month are JJ Martinez and Bryn Lahew.
JJ is the son of Dino and Jennifer Martinez of Waynesburg. He has carried a 4.0 GPA through-

out high school. He is a member of the cross country team, the track and field team, NHS, FBLA, the 
Leo Club, the Physics Club and the Spanish Club. He has been selected to represent his class on the 
Prom Court, the Cinderella Ball Court and he was the Homecoming King. 

JJ loves to run. He is a four-year letterman on the cross country team and a three-year letter-
man for track and field. In addition, his FBLA teams have qualified for the state competition twice. 

Outside of school, Mr. Martinez works as a lifeguard at the Waynesburg Waterpark. He is also 
very active at St. Ann Catholic Church. In his free time JJ enjoys working out at the gym and spend-
ing time with friends and family. His plans are to attend a four-year university and earn a degree in 
business. 

Bryn Lahew is the daughter of Michelle Shannon and Chay Lahew. She has earned straight ‘A’s 
through high school. Bryn has been a member of Envirothon, the Spanish Club, Yearbook Club, 
Newspaper Club, TV Workshop, Hope Squad, NHS, Youth Alive, Leo Club, ASL Club, and the Prom 
Committee. She has served as President of Student Council, President of Drama Club, Vice President 
of Alpha Beta, and the Treasurer of the Senior Class of 2025. She is the 2024 Homecoming Queen 
and Miss Rain Day. 

Ms. Lahew loves to cheer. She is a two-year letterman on the varsity cheer squad. This year she 
is serving as the Captain. Bryn has danced at InMotion studios for 16 years and competitively for 9 
years. She teaches class at InMotion as well. 

(Left) JJ Martinez and (right) Bryn Lahew. 
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Free Christmas Day Dinner
The annual free Christmas Day Dinner will be held on December 25 at two loca-

tions this year: Waynesburg Eagles at 52 West High Street, Waynesburg, and Carmichaels 
Activity Center, 100 Nemacolin Road, Carmichaels. The dinner is available for eat in, take 
out, or delivery. Delivery orders must be placed by Dec. 22.  Dinner includes ham, mashed 
potatoes, stuffing, egg noodles, macaroni/potato salad, gravy, vegetables, dinner roll and 
dessert. Eat in and to go orders will begin at 1pm; deliveries will start at 11am. If you 
would like to order, please call 724-344-5527. 

Blue 
Knights 

Donation
Blue Knights of 

Columbus donated 
$1,000 for the Foster 
Kids Christmas party 
The Blue Knights Mem-
bers from left to right 
are Fran Suppok, Rod-
ney Bush, and Dave 
Richards.

3rd Annual Waynesburg Miniature 
Railroad

The third annual Waynesburg Miniatiure Railroad is now open to the public until 
Dece,ber 23. The railroad is open for viewing Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 5-8pm at 
137 Huffman Street, Waynesburg. The event is free to the public but donations are accept-
ed. Donations will benefit breast cancer research and the Greene County Humane Society. 

STARS Foundation & Lions Club Combine 
to Provide Thanksgiving Baskets

For a second year, STARS Foundation and The Lion’s Club of Carmichaels collabo-
rated to provide Thanksgiving dinner baskets to area families through the Sharing the 

Harvest program. The baskets were filled by members of The Leo Club and were hand 
delivered by representatives from both The Lion’s Club and STARS Foundation. 

2024 
PMEA 
District 1 

Honors Band 
This fall, Waynesburg 

Central HS Senior Joe Kirsch 
auditioned for the 2024 
PMEA District 1 Honors 
Band (Allegheny, Westmo-
reland, Washington, Greene, 
and Fayette Counties).  He 
earned one of the top four 
spots for trumpet and per-
formed at the PMEA Honors 
Band Festival in November 
2024 in Pittsburgh.

Looking for a festive way to ring in 
the New Year without traveling far? Join 
us at the Denny House for an unforget-
table evening filled with fun, food, and 
entertainment!

When: Tuesday, December 31st
Where: The Denny House 145 W 

High Street Waynesburg, PA
Back by popular demand, renowned 

DJ Jonny Hartwell will be returning to 
host this year’s celebration. Currently the 
morning voice of WWSW (94.5/3WS) 
from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. each weekday, 
Jonny brings years of on-air experi-
ence from Pittsburgh’s top stations, in-
cluding WBZZ/B94, WZPT/100.7, and 
WLTJ/92.9.

Affectionately known as “Jonny 
Palooza” in radio circles, Jonny is famous 
for his passion for games, good times, 
and creating unforgettable experiences. 
Expect an evening brimming with his sig-

nature energy, lively games, and exciting 
giveaways.

Highlights of the Evening:
•	 Prime Rib Buffet with all the 

trimmings
•	 Midnight Grazing Table to keep 

the festivities going.
•	 Champagne Toast & Balloon 

Drop to welcome the New Year 
in style.

•	 Complimentary Rides Home to 
ensure a safe end to your night.

Spaces are limited, so make your res-
ervation today!

For tickets, email: innkeeper@den-
nyhousewbg.com or call 724-710-8056

Don’t miss out on this extraordinary 
New Year’s Eve celebration at the Denny 
House. We guarantee a night of laughter, 
memories, and plenty of fun to kickstart 
2025!

Celebrate New Year’s Eve at the Denny House!

Nordic Track Ski Machine - Free. 724-499-
5148

Reloading supplies, ammo, brass, bullets, 
primers, powder, decoys, turkey calls and 
other hunting/shooting accessories and 
utilities. Cash only, No Holds. 724-725-
5331

Whirlpool 220v stovetop range, bisque, 
$300. Noritake China Set #48, 8 setting, 70 
pieces, $50. Swagman 3 bike rack, 1 1/4” 
towbar hitch, $700. 3 Quad Camp chairs, 
adult 2 child, aluminum frame, nylaon 
fabric, $30. Camp Set-camel tent, dining 
fly, sleeping bag, heater, $125. Coleman 
double wide/high inflatable bed, $45. 412-
582-2544. 

CLASSIFIEDS
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It Happened Here!
Opening of New Greene Twp 

Municipal Building
Greene Township was pleased to 

hold the opening of a new municipal 
building at 243 Garards Fort Road in 
Garards Fort, PA.  A ribbon cutting was 
held on November 19 at 10am, and open 
house followed until 1pm.  T

he township supervisors, Kenny 
Kiger (chairman), Ike Lewis and Greg 
Switalski wish to express their thanks for 

programs that have made it possible for a 
small municipality like Greene Township 
to be able to improve the infrastructure 
to better serve local residents.   

The municipal office has, for many 
years, been in the basement of the old 
schoolhouse. The new building was 
funded through an LSA (Local Share 
Account) grant, ARP (American Rescue 
Plan) funds donated funds from various 
companies and a small amount of Impact 
Fee money.  No tax 
revenue was used to 
fund the building.  

Judith Ham-
lin, township sec-
retary, stated “We 
are very pleased to 
have been awarded 
the LSA grant.  The 
state, county and 
our state represen-
tatives work hard 
and making sure 
we are informed 
of grant and fund-
ing opportunities.  
We have also been 

awarded a second LSA grant of $128,000 
for a new dump truck for the township.  
Without opportunities like these, a low 
tax base township like ours would not 
be able to make these kinds of improve-
ments and purchases.” 

Celebrity Barista Day at RGB
Instead of gathering papers and pre-

paring tests, Waynesburg University ad-
ministrators and faculty donned aprons 

and prepped espresso ma-
chines as they took over 
local fan-favorite coffee 
shop RGB Coffee on Nov. 
12 as part of their Celebri-
ty Barista event to benefit 
local students. Seven WU 
employees participated in 
the event, including As-
sociate Dean of Students 
Patricia Bristor, Track & 
Cross-Country Coach 
Chris Hardie, and Profes-
sor of Art Andrew Heisey 
(the latter treating all at-
tendees and customers to 

a solo bagpipe performance complete 
with matching kilt outside the shop). 

Students and community members 
alike had the opportunity to vote on 
which team member was the best barista 
for bragging rights by donating “tips” to 
help fund Sting’s Pantry, an on-campus 
kiosk created and maintained by Patricia 
Bristor and her team four years ago that 
gives underprivileged students access to 
food, snacks, and personal care items. 

Dear Santa, 
I would like a toy tractor, tools and tool box, boots (size 

3), a clock, some clothes, and elves. 

						      From Donald (age 8)

The ribbon cutting of the new Greene Twp. municipal building. 

Celebrity barista day at RGB Coffee in Waynesburg. 



 15HOLIDAY II 2024  •  GreeneScene Community Magazine

After the donations were tallied, Bris-
tor came out as the victorious Celebrity 
Barista and was thrilled to help support 
the cause she created. 

“We saw there was a need for stu-
dents and after some brainstorming, we 
created the pantry to fill it,” Bristor said. 
“The Celebrity Barista event was created 
to help us raise funds to help replenish 
the pantry as needed.”  

If you’re interested in helping keep 
Sting’s Pantry full, reach out to Bristor at 
(724) 852-3315 or by email at pbristor@
waynesburg.edu. Both cash and ready-
to-eat food items and/or toiletry items 
donations are accepted.  By Michelle Zei-
gler

Merry TUBACHRISTMAS!
Waynesburg University’s De-

partment of Fine Arts hosted TUBA-
CHRISTMAS on Friday, Dec. 6, in the 
Goodwin Performing Arts Center. Ev-
eryone was welcome to attend this free 
concert.

Tuba, baritone, sousaphone and 
euphonium players were invited to par-
ticipate in this festive concert. Registra-
tion and rehearsal for participants began 
shortly after, at 6pm.

Since 2008, Waynesburg University has 
hosted a regional TUBACHRISTMAS con-
cert on its campus. The annual event show-
cases a selection of traditional Christmas 
carols performed by the TUBACHRISTMAS 
ensemble.

MERRY TUBACHRISTMAS® is now 
celebrating its 51st year (1974-2024). Created 
by Harvey Phillips, MERRY TUBACHRIST-
MAS® 2024 concerts will be presented in over 
300 cities throughout the United States and in 
several foreign countries. First and foremost, 
may we give respect, thanks and recognition 
to Dr. Harvey G. Phillips. Phillips who was 
inspired to create TUBACHRISTMAS® as an 
annual event honoring his mentor/teacher, 
friend and associate, the late great tubist Wil-
liam J. Bell (born Christmas Day, 1902). Ev-
ery Christmas season, tuba and euphonium 
players of all ages, from specific geographic 
areas, gather to pay respect - Harvey G. Phil-
lips and William J. Bell - all the great artists/
teachers who represent their heritage. Every 
TUBACHRISTMAS® performance features 
traditional Christmas carols especially ar-
ranged (for the first TUBACHRISTMAS®, 
December 22, 1974 on “The Rink at Rock-
efeller Center”) by American composer Alec 
Wilder (died Christmas Eve, 1980). Through 
Wilder, TUBACHRISTMAS® concerts pay 
grateful tribute to composers who have em-
braced these noble instruments with solo 

and ensemble compositions. Depending on 
the population of any given geographic area, 
TUBACHRISTMAS® ensembles may attract 
multiples of 100 participating performers 
aged 8 to over 92 years! It is no wonder why 
the warm toned, smooth organ sounds of the 
tuba-euphonium choir has won the ears and 
hearts of every audience, making a TUBA-
CHRISTMAS® concert an established Christ-
mas tradition in cities throughout the world.

WU Jazz Ensemble Performs 
Fall Concert

The Waynesburg University Music 
Program’s jazz ensemble presented a fall 
concert on Tuesday, Nov. 19, in Roberts 
Chapel.

 The jazz ensemble, directed by Jere-
my Olisar, is one of the group music per-
formance options available in the Music 
Program. The ensemble meets weekly in 
the evening to prepare one concert each 
semester. Students immerse themselves 
in the American art form of jazz mu-
sic, learning swing, bop and funk styles 
while incorporating music theory and 
improvisation.

 
Holiday Brass Spectacular Wraps 

Up WU’s 175th Anniversary 
Waynesburg University concluded its 

175th Anniversary celebration with a Holi-
day Brass Spectacular concert performed by 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra Brass 
Section in Roberts Chapel Tuesday, Dec. 3. 
The event was open to the public.

A pre-concert Holiday Village was set 
up in Johnson Commons from 5 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. that same evening. 

 “We are excited to welcome back this 
Holiday Spectacular to Greene County as 
Waynesburg University’s 175th Anniversary 
year comes to a close,” said Stacey Brodak, 
Waynesburg University’s vice president for 
institutional advancement and university re-
lations. 

 The Pittsburgh Symphony Orches-
tra began a holiday tradition of presenting 
this brass concert in Heinz Hall to sold out 
crowds. Last year, Greene County and the 
surrounding communities had the opportu-
nity to enjoy a preview of that performance 
on campus. Waynesburg University was 
pleased to welcome them back this year as it 
closed out its milestone anniversary year.

Hailed as one of the world’s finest or-
chestras, the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra 
has been the standard of culture in Pennsyl-
vania for over a hundred years. For the sec-
ond time, that artistry came to Waynesburg 
in a festive holiday performance of brass mu-
sic celebrating the holiday season. This Holi-
day Spectacular, perfect for the whole family, ...continued on page 16
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It Happened Here!
is sure to usher in the merry season!

Twelve members of the symphony brass 
and percussion sections of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra performed works from 
the Baroque era, along with arrangements of 
beloved holiday melodies.

Over the past year, Waynesburg Uni-
versity has celebrated its 175th Anniversary. 
The theme of the year-long celebration, “175 
Years of Light,” focused on honoring the Uni-
versity’s mission as well as its motto, “fiat lux,” 
or “let there be light,” with a special empha-
sis on Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the 
world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden.”

Dedication held at Waynesburg 
U. for The Baily Room

A dedication was held in Waynesburg 
University’s Benedum Dining Hall for The 
Baily Room Tuesday, Nov. 5, as a part of the 
University’s ongoing 175th Anniversary cel-
ebration.

Formerly known as the Benedum Glass 
Room, the space was renamed The Baily 
Room after a generous donation to the 175 
Years of Light Fundraising Initiative by Mr. 
Charles R. “Chuck” Jr. and Mrs. Shirley R. 

Baily. The Baily Room is also in honor of the 
Baily family’s commitment to Waynesburg 
University and its students for more than a 
century.

 Family and friends of the Bailys were in 
attendance along with University administra-
tion, faculty, staff and students.

Chuck’s connection to the University 
spans generations. His two grandfathers re-
ceived their degrees from Waynesburg Col-
lege, and his grandfather, Richard L. Baily, 
and father, Charles R. Baily Sr., also served as 
chairmen of the Board of Trustees.

In 1973, Chuck and Shirley became 
residence hall directors for Martin Hall in 
conjunction with a college ministry, the Co-
alition for Christian Outreach (CCO), where 
they served for three years. During that time, 
their first son, David, was born.

Afterwards, Chuck began working with 
his father at their family’s agency, Baily In-
surance Agency, in Waynesburg, and Shirley 
began teaching within the University’s De-
partment of Mathematics, Computer Science 
and Physics. She remained an instructor, both 
in part-time and full-time capacities, for 25 
years.

Over the years, their Waynesburg roots 
have continued to grow, as their oldest and 

youngest sons, David (’98) 
and Tim (’03), have become 
alumni. David also serves 
as a member of the Univer-
sity’s Alumni Council, along 
with Tim’s wife, Alexa (MA 
’21), who is an alumna and 
part-time instructor. David, 
Tim and Chuck and Shirley’s 
middle son, Mike, continue 
the family’s legacy at Baily 
Insurance Agency. Mike’s 
wife, Cari (’00), is also an 
alumna of the University.

Chuck and Shirley have 

remained generous supporters 
of the University throughout 
their lives and have dedicated 
much of their time to engag-
ing with students on campus. 

They and other family members 
have continued to be strong fi-
nancial supporters of The Rich-
ard L. Baily Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund, which was created in 
1992 by Richard’s wife and three 
children to benefit graduates of 
Carmichaels Area High School 
and honor Chuck’s grandfather’s 
lifelong friendship with former 
President Paul R. “Prexy” Stew-
art and Waynesburg College.

Breakfast with Santa
The Greene County De-

partment of Parks and Recre-
ation hosted its 20th Breakfast 
with Santa at the Fairgrounds on 
December 7. The tradition has 
delighted a generation of chil-
dren, who bring their Christmas 
list to Santa before enjoying pan-
cakes and sausage with the rec-
reation staff.

The event was the brain-
child of Recreation Administra-
tive Assistant Traci Sokol. From 
the beginning, Sokol has orga-
nized the annual event, and it 
is obviously a mission of love. 
“I just love watching the kids’ 
faces as they light up when they 
approach Santa.”  According to 
Bret Moore, the Director of Rec-
reation, “I’m not sure who loves 
the event more – Traci or the 
kids. The whole staff pours their 
hearts into the event, but Traci is 
the point guard.”

That staff includes Kevin 
and Charlene Pagac who do the 
cooking and make sure each 
child gets a beautifully deco-

Christmas on High Street-Christmas on High Street-
Candy Cane LaneCandy Cane Lane

Dedication at WU for the Baily Room. 

Breakfast with Santa. 

The Mystery Tree at All Things Christmas Festival. 
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rated gingerbread cookie. In addition, intern 
Isabelle Bazzoli provides craft activities while 
the children wait their turn to see the big guy. 
Part of the craft activities include crayons and 
coloring books donated by Direct Results. 

 “Our maintenance staff also does a great 
job building the backdrop and setting–up for 
the event,” said Moore. “We are very grateful 
to our sponsor, the Greene County Farm Bu-
reau. They are always very generous support-
ing our activities,” he added. 

Each child receives a personal hand-
written response to their letters. Every year, 
the letters elicit tears of laughter, joy, and oc-
casional heartache from Santa’s helpers as they 
make sure the requests reach their destination 
at the North Pole.          

All Things Christmas Festival
The annual All Things Christmas 

Festival in Carmichaels was held the 
week of December 2, ending with the live 
drawing on Saturday, December 7, during 
the Carmichaels Christmas festivities. 

The annual event raises funds for 
the Cumberland food pantry with draw-
ings for decorated Christmas trees. Local 
community members, businesses, and 
organizations build beutiful trees, usually 
around a central theme, and attendees 
buy raffle tickets to enter for the tree(s) 

As the weather gets colder, we’re inching closer and closer to 
one of our most beloved holidays - Christmas. A longtime 
yearly tradition in Greene County is our annual Christmas 

parade, having started in 1938 with an estimated 7,000 people at-
tending. 

Greene County Chamber of Commerce has hosted the parade 
since its beginning. It is the largest community service project or-
ganized by the chamber on behalf of its member businesses county 
wide. People throughout the state discussed 
the first parade because Santa’s truck ran out 
of gas! Through the course of the parade, 
there’s typically around 90 floats/displays 
to see, which comprise bands, local royalty, 
fire trucks, floats, and various other entries. 
This wonderful event occurs on the first Sat-
urday of December each year, and Waynes-
burg University has filmed it for many years.

Our very own Greene County Fair 
Queen, Miss Eryka Hackney, was in atten-
dance. When asked what she thinks is so 
special about this parade, she said, “This pa-
rade is so special to Greene county because 
of the magnificent Christmas spirit that 
everyone has. From the Christmas songs 
playing to the dancers showcasing their tal-
ents and the royalty like myself representing 
their community it truly is amazing!” 

Eryka rode in the parade alongside her 
fellow Greene County Fair Royalty: Greene 

County Fair Junior Princess Ashdyn Kern, Little 
Princess Claire Borovichka, and Mini Princess Kaelyn Duncan.

Some of the floats in the parade comprised the truck for Shel-
by’s Poles For Kids, an organization in memory of Shelby Barnhart & 
Childhood Cancer Awareness, with inflatable dogs and bears on the 
back of their truck fishing, with some presents in the back.Another 
notable float was the Frozen float, which took home the prize for the 
best design.

Eryka wasn’t the only person who had 
positive remarks about the parade. When I 
was walking around before the parade, I asked 
some of the individuals in attendance what 
they think is so special about the parade, and 
what keeps them coming every year. Common 
responses included the holiday spirit that you 
can feel while just standing on the side of the 
road watching the parade, and getting to see 
all the beautiful and creative floats that come 
out year after year. Parents that brought their 
children praised how nice it is to see the smiles 
on their children’s faces as they get to watch all 
the different floats and trucks, and even horses 
in the parade - especially getting to see Santa 
at the end.

Needless to say, this parade helps to get 
the holiday spirit flowing through Greene 
County, and is a timeless tradition that many 
love to experience.

Waynesburg Christmas ParadeWaynesburg Christmas Parade By Aubrey
Lesnett

...continued on page 18



 18 GreeneScene Community Magazine  •  HOLIDAY II 2024

It Happened Here!

Although the brisk winds 
and chilly temperature 
might have kept some 

people bundled up in their 
homes, it didn’t stop many mem-
bers of the community from 
coming out to celebrate Christ-
mas on High Street, meet Santa, 
and watch this year’s Christmas 
tree light up the night. 

Vendors could be found 
under the big white tent selling 
their wares - books, alpaca fi-
ber gifts, Christmas ornaments, 
woodcrafts, and more. Food 
vendors lined different part of 
the streets, and many local businesses kept 
their doors open for special hours, hoping to 
attract attendees as they took part in Small 
Business Saturday and gathered for the tree 
lighting. 

Candy Cane Lane stretched down the 
road along the courthouse, sharing informa-
tion about community programs and ser-
vices, ending with Growing Up Greene’s 5th 
annual Children’s Winter Gear Distribution.  
Blankets, coats, clothes, shoes and more were 
avilable for area children to drop by and pick 
up - just in time for the cold weather to hit!

The Waynesburg-Franklin Twp. Fire 
Company and its Auxiliary, this year’s event 
organizers, were in four booths on the other 
side of the courthouse, selling food, while 
children gathered at their activity tables. 
Other attendees headed further down the 
road to get their free caricature done. 

Traveling up and down High Street was 
a wagon drawn by two large drafthorses, of-
fering wagon rides to attendees. And every 
so many feet, groups gathered along the burn 
barrels to warm themselves as the tempera-
tures dropped. 

The tree lighting was held at 6pm, fol-

lowed by children’s 
visits with Santa. The 
first 200 kids received 
Christmas presents 
from Santa. The 
event was capped off 
with a new-this-year 
fireworks display. 
What a way to kick 
off Greene County’s 
Christmas season!

they hope to win. 
The top three trees in the raffle were 

the Nutcracker Cashtree, donated by The 
Carmichaels Women’s Civic Club; The 
Mystery Tree, donated by Mystery Finds; 
and the Christmas Movie Night, donated 
by the First Christian Church. 

This year’s event raised $9,059 for 
the food bank. It’s wonderful to see the 
community supporting others in the 
community!

Christmas Open House
The annual Greene County Histori-

cal Society Christmas Open House was 
held on December 7 and 8. Volunteers 
decorated the interior rooms beauti-
fully with traditional style decorations, 
garlands on the railings, candles in the 
windows and beautiful Christmas Trees 
everywhere! 

The staff and volunteers of the GCHS 
were over-
whelmed by 
the gener-
osity of lo-
cal citizens, 
businesses 
and organi-
zations with 
the sets of 
C hr is t mas 
Tree deco-
rations and 
raffle items 
they donat-
ed to help 
support the 
m u s e u m . 
M e m b e r s 
of the com-

munity were also generous in donating 
canned and nonperishable food items 
to support friends and neighbors at the 
Corner Cupboard Food Bank. 

While the museum was unable to 
put on the much-loved puppet show this 
year, other entertainment could be found 
with the small model train display, visits 
with Santa in both days, vintage radio 
demonstrations, and treat bags for the 
children. And, of course, self-guided 
tours of the museum allowed visitors to 
explore its many interesting artifacts. 

On Saturday, as visitors were leav-
ing the open house, they were given an 
amazing experience with a stunning sun-
set over the museum and Rolling Mead-
ows Road! All in all, the GCHS Christ-
mas Open House was an amazing time 
filled with kindness and generosity.

Christmas on High StreetChristmas on High Street

A beautiful sunset greeted visitors at the GCHS Christmas Open House. 
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For families across the country, it is a 
Thanksgiving tradition to get up and 
watch the annual Macy’s Day Parade. 

Many dream of attending the event and, for 
one Carmichaels, Pennsylvania native, not 
only did she achieve that dream, but she 
took it one step further - marching in the 
annual event.

“We always had [the Macy’s Thanksgiv-
ing Day parade] on Thanksgiving morning 
and it was a life goal of mine to get to go and 
see it,” said Maria Rankin. “It was just a sur-
real experience to be there, and I still find 
myself unable to comprehend it. Just walk-
ing down the parade route, I just couldn’t 
wrap my head around it.”

Rankin is a member of the West Vir-
ginia University marching band, which was 
not only selected to march in the parade 
but led Santa down Herald Square on 34th 
Street. It was a chance for the 5th year senior 
not only to support her university, but to 
represent the people of Greene County and 
the surrounding area.

“It is a really big deal to think we went 
from a small town in Greene County to the 
big stage,” said Rankin. “After the parade 
was over, I got the chance to talk to my high 
school band director at Carmichaels [Jo-
anna Walker] and wish her Happy Thanks-
giving and got to 
thank her because 
I wouldn’t be half 
the musician I am 
today without her.”

Rankin and 
the WVU March-
ing band found 
out they were se-
lected for the pa-
rade a year ago at 
the Backyard Brawl 
football game be-
tween WVU and 

the University of Pittsburgh. The news came 
at a time when Rankin was deciding wheth-
er she was going back to school for her fifth 
year, and the news was a deciding factor for 
her. The band worked tirelessly for several 
months preparing the show and, when the 
day finally came, it became real for both 
Rankin and her fellow band members.

“We had to be on the bus at 2:30am and 
by 3am we were walking through New York 
City,” said Rankin. “We got to run through 
the show in Herold Square twice and there 
were cameras and monitors everywhere so 
you could see what was going out on TV. In 
between takes, everyone was looking at each 
other and we all realized that this was real. 
When it came to parade day, it was the best 
we did the whole time. Listening back to the 
recording, you could hear every piece of the 
band, and it gives me chills listening to it.”

To other band kids at home who 
watched Maria and her team march, Rankin 
says never give up on your dreams, no mat-
ter how big they are.

“I would say it is just a matter of don’t 
doubt yourself,” said Rankin. “I never 
thought I would be in a college band or go-
ing to my dream school at WVU. You may 
not think that you’re the best, but you can 
do anything.”

GREENE COUNTY REPRESENTS WVU AT 
MACY’S DAY PARADE By Zack Zeigler
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Dear Santa, 
I would like to get a phone, and iPad, and a TV. 

						      From Kyla (age 9)

As the country eases into the holiday 
season, with all the joy and chaos 
that accompanies it, it’s a perfect op-

portunity to reminisce on all the gatherings 
of years past with loved ones who may not be 
present anymore but are far from forgotten. 
We may have to thank some of those distant 
loved ones for much more than stories to pass 
on through the generations. Some are the sole 
reason why we can celebrate annual traditions 
as a free, independent nation. The Sons of the 
American Revolution (S.A.R.) ensures that 
those who fought for and dreamt of a free na-
tion are forever remembered. 

To honor Revolutionary War soldiers 
who have been buried in Greene County, 
the Fort Jackson Chapter of the S.A.R. re-
cently constructed a monument in Veterans 
Memorial Park on Rolling Meadows Road. 
The S.A.R. is a national organization with its 
own society in each state with various chap-
ters throughout the state, whose mission is 
to promote awareness of the sacrifices made 
by Revolutionary War veterans, to document 
family history and to improve public educa-
tion of the Revolutionary War. 

“We wanted to identify those Revolu-
tionary War veterans buried in Greene Coun-
ty and mark their graves but found this to be 
impossible to include them all due to missing 
or unidentifiable graves and cemeteries,” said 
Terry Grimes, member of the Fort Jackson 
Chapter since 1978 and treasurer since 1980. 
“It was then decided to erect a monument 
and include a Memory 
Medallion to name each 
veteran.” 

The monument 
was the brainchild of 
the chapter’s president, 
Rodney Grimes, and 
was approved by the 
chapter at their March 
2024 meeting. Grimes 
also helped design the 
monument alongside the 
chapter’s vice president, 
David Ricciuti, and local 
monument expert Todd 
Moore. 

Terry Grimes em-
phasized that they hope 
those who visit the mon-
ument will walk away 
with “an appreciation of 
the dedication and brav-
ery of the RW soldier in 
the creation of our great 
country,” and hopes the 
structure will help edu-

cate the public of the names of the local sol-
diers who were put to rest there. 

A dedication was held for the monument 
on November 11, which featured speeches 
from Rodney Grimes and Todd Moore. They 
were joined by the president of the Penn-
sylvania Society of the S.A.R., Kurt Winter, 
the Greene County Coordinator of Project 
250, JoAnne Marshall, and the president of 
Memory Medallion, Inc., Glenn Toothman. 
Three members of the S.A.R. George Wash-
ington Chapter dressed in period clothing to 
serve as Color Bearers, presenting and retir-
ing the flags for the ceremony. Sandy Logan 
presented patriotic hymns and Terry Grimes 
acted as M.C. Attendees also included Greene 
County commissioners, members of the Vet-
erans Park Committee, members of the Fort 
Jackson Chapter, and several members of the 
public. 

The Fort Jackson Chapter is looking 
forward to installing a separate stand to per-
manently display the Memory Medallion and 
placing a flagpole. They hold monthly meet-
ings to discuss similar topics and host lectures 
on topics relevant to the Revolutionary War 
presented by a variety of speakers. They in-
vite any persons who can prove their lineage 
to a Revolutionary War Veteran to consider 
applying for membership at their chapter 
or their sister organization, the John Corbly 
Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

HONORING GREENE'S 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR VETERANS

By Morgan Marisa
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There’s always a lot of events during the 
months of November and December. 
The “Thanks for Giving Community 

Day, organized by the Greene County Hu-
man Services, sponsored by several commu-
nity partners, and worked by volunteers, is 
one of those holiday events created to give 
back to the community, 

The event had fifty-six vendors that 
shared not only information on their ser-
vices but also provided various onsite ser-

vices such has health screenings, nutrition 
information, access to all human service 
programs as well as other services offered 
throughout the county.  There was also in-
formation on the drug take back program 
that helps folks dispose of unused medica-
tions properly.

While the event was open to all resi-
dents of Greene County, the event was also 
especially aimed to service the elderly and 
veterans. During this event the community 

food bank was able 
to distribute free 
Thanksgiving food 
boxes; they served 
312 families, with 
approximately 903 
individuals. 

Tammy Hen-
derson and Mar-
cy Maletta from 
Greene County Hu-
man Services shared 
that this is only the 
second year for the 
event to be held lo-
cally.  Before that, 
participants had 
to travel to Pitts-

burgh to attend 
the same type of 
event, sponsored 
by the Pittsburgh 
Human League, 
that wasn’t geared 
toward county-
specific resources.  
It wasn’t a totally 
wasted trip for 
attendees, byt 
bringing the event 
to Greene County 
would serve the 
local community 
so much better, 
linking the com-
munity to the 
services closest to 
them. 

Along with the Thanksgiving boxes, 
participants were also treated to a box lunch, 
sponsored by CNX and prepared and served 
by culinary students from Greene County 
Career and Technology. The event also had 
student volunteers from West Greene and 
Jefferson Morgan high schools.

The organizers are very grateful for the 
participation of an impressive list of spon-
sors. The organizers sent out thank you notes 
to the participating sponsors, sharing they 

were thankful for the generosity and com-
passion they collectively have for the local 
community and their help making a positive 
impact here. It truly does take a village.

With Thanksgiving over, the organizers 
turned their sights to Christmas. They will 
be sponsoring Sensory Santa at the Family 
Center on December 21.

Next years event is already in the works; 
it will be held in November. They are hoping 
to add to the vendors and to serve more folks 
in the community.

THANKS FOR GIVING COMMUNITY DAY

By Tracy Horne

Dear Santa, 
I would like dinosaurs, a 

Mickey Mouse Clubhouse, a 
Donald Duck house, a Minnie 
Mouse, a monster truck, 
and a new cup. 

						    
From Logan (age 3)

GreeneScene byGreeneScene by
Aubrey LesnettAubrey Lesnett

JM students assisted at the event. 
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5K WALK
Female 1 to 14
1    Kaitlyn Courtwright, Holbrook  PA       
2    Elaina Beazell, Waynesburg  PA       
3    Lillian Yeater

Female 20 to 29
1    Paige Green, Gibsonia  PA          
2    Storm Bowser, Adah  PA              
3    Morgan Sholtis
      
Female 30 to 39
1    Michelle Courtwright, Holbrook  PA          
2    Jennifer Lash, Waynesburg  PA        
3    Jessica Hackney	 , Wind Ridge  PA        

Female 40 to 49
1    Kelley Murdock	 , Washington  PA        
2    Crystal Rose, Waynesburg  PA        
3    Kristin Wells, Wind Ridge  PA        
       
Female 50 to 59
1    Candy Mahle, Waynesburg  PA        
2    Roxanne Moore	 , Eighty Four  PA       
3    Deadra Romans	 , Barboursville  WV    

Female 60 and over
1    Debbie Sands, Rogersville  PA       
2    Jeanie Henry	
3    Lee Ann King, Waynesburg  PA        

Male 15 to 19
1    Easton Ketchem	 , Waynesburg  PA        

Male 20 to 29
1    Austin Riggleman, Waynesburg  PA        

Male 30 to 39
1    Josh Sumpter
2    Zack Patton, Graysville  PA        
3    Timothy Ross, Waynesburg  PA        

Male 40 to 49
1    Kevin Zimmerman
2    Nathan Rowesburg
3    Michael Romesburg, Waynesburg  PA        

Male 50 to 59
1    Robert Wells, Wind Ridge  PA        
2    Blake Headen, Wellsburg  WV     
3    Anthony Cage

Male 60 and over
1    J Gary Sutton, Pittsburgh  PA        
2    Dennis Cropp, Uniontown  PA         
3    Edward Mendola, Belle Vernon  PA      

5K RUN
Female 1 to 14
1    Sofie Strosnider, Waynesburg  PA
2    Maggi Courtwright, Wind Ridge  PA      
3    Naomi Brandstetter, Clarksville  PA       

Female 15 to 19
1    Eryka Hackney, Wind Ridge  PA 
2    Ella Courtwright, Holbrook  PA
3    Ava Montgomery, Waynesburg  PA  

Female 20 to 29
1    Kirsten Garber
2    Sarah Coote, Waynesburg  PA 
3    Emily Viglianco, Morgantown  WV        

Female 30 to 39
1    Angela Courtwright, Canonsburg  PA        
2    Rachel Viglianco Wagner, Morgantown  
WV
3    Julia Triano, Waynesburg  PA 

Female 40 to 49
1    Jackie Conkle, Scenery Hill  PA
2    Kelly Kiger, Waynesburg  PA  
3    Sarah Brandstetter, Clarksville  PA

Female 50 to 59
1    Joanne Vanhouten, Burton  MI            

Female 60 and over
1    Suzanne Natter, Pittsburgh  PA
2    Marcia Sonneborn, West Finley  PA 
3    Janet Cunningham, Waynesburg  PA 

Male 1 to 14
1    Joel Grimes, Holbrook  PA 
2    Kameron Hackney, Wind Ridge  PA        
3    Carter Barnes, Sycamore  PA         

Male 15 to 19
1    Jackson Grimes, Holbrook  PA 
2    Levi Yeater, Aleppo  PA 
3    Charles Wagers, Claysville  PA        

Male 20 to 29
1    Levi Corbly, Waynesburg  PA  
2    Chase Blake, Waynesburg  PA 
3    Kaden Shields, Graysville  PA        3

Male 30 to 39
1    Maxwell Martin, Memphis  TN           
2    Jarod Hirtz     
3    Kevin Courtwright, Canonsburg  PA       

Male 40 to 49
1    Brian Canny, Imperial  PA  
2    Brent Lopick, Uniontown  PA
3    Nicholas Wise, Waynesburg  PA   

Male 50 to 59
1    Douglas Basinski, Pittsburgh  PA        
2    Philip Lynch, Pittsburgh  PA  

Male 60 and over
1    Patrick Spatore, 405  
2    David Bess, Waynesburg  PA  
3    Wayne Evron, Pittsburgh  PA        

The Turkey Has Trotted!The Turkey Has Trotted!
2024 Eva K. Bowlby Turkey Trot Results2024 Eva K. Bowlby Turkey Trot Results

The Waynesburg University Players Theatre 
Department “illuminated” the Goodwin 
Performing Arts Center on Nov. 20-23 

by performing “Radium Girls” by D.W. Gregory. 
Twelve students, ranging from freshmen to se-
niors, took to the stage to portray the infamous 
real-life story of the Radium Girls, a group of 
women from New Jersey who suffered from ra-
diation poisoning after being exposed to and in-
gesting radium-laced paint to produce glowing 
watches for soldiers during World War I and their 
fight for justice and compensation against the ma-
licious U.S. Radium Corporation for who knew 
about the danger of radium long before WWI 
even began. These students were able to relate this 
historic story to the Greene County public for 
four amazing nights under the watch of their new 
Director of Theatre, Tedd Watts. 

Watts, a native of Meadville, 
PA, has familial ties to Waynes-
burg University and was thrilled 
to take this position at the begin-
ning of the Fall 2024 semester. 
Watts has an extensive Theatre 
background, having majored in 
Musical Theatre at Point Park 
University and received his FMA 
at the Actor’s Studio at Pace Uni-
versity in New York City. He has 
acting and directing credits at es-
tablished theatres across the coun-
try, including Musical Theatre 
West in Los Angeles, the Bucks 
County Playhouse in Eastern PA, 
and the Pittsburgh CLO. He has 
also directed several celebrities 
in the past, including MASH star 
Loretta Swit. Watt came into this 
position through connections in 
the Pittsburgh theatre scene and 
is thrilled to be able to help young 
actors grow their talents and learn 
new skills. 

“These students are some of 
the most willing and talented ac-
tors I have worked with,” Watts 
said. “I picked this show because 
not only was it a great fit and chal-
lenge for the students, but also be-
cause it’s an important story. It’s a 
true story and the show’s difficult 
themes, such as the treatment of 
women in our society and work-
ers’ rights, are still relevant today. 
We still have these issues today 
and the story helps us reflect on 

the past to better shape our future.”  
Sophomore Liz DeChellis starred as the 

play’s protagonist, Grace Fryer, a real young wom-
an who was inflicted with several ailments from 
her exposure to the radioactive paint as a teenager 
and faced challenges both with the legal system 
and her personal relationships. At first, DeChellis 
was intimidated to play a character that was a real 
person, but quickly adjusted to accurately portray 
Fryer. “I prioritized not only keeping her legacy 
alive but also thinking about what she would 
think of if she were to see this show,” DeChellis 
said. “She was a brave person who fought for her 
rights. She paved the way for other women to talk 
about their struggles and it was so important to 
me to make sure that I got her as accurate as pos-
sible to show how she went through this tragedy. “ 

Photos by Paul Hicks. 

A RADIOACTIVE PERFORMANCE: 
WAYNESBURG UNIVERSITY PLAYERS 
PERFORM “RADIUM GIRLS” AS NEW 
DIRECTOR’S DEBUT By Michelle Zeigler

Liz DeChellis (center right) and her costars portraying the True Story of the Radium Girls 
in the Infamous Factory that produced the Watches

The Cast of Radium Girls and their New Director Tedd Watt 
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Dear Santa, 
This is what I want for Christmas - a coloring book, 

a learning book, and a turkey craft book or a Halloween 
one. I also want a big fluffy Stitch jacket, a pajama set, and 
shoes that are Stitch also.

						      From Kendall (age 9)

Dear Santa, 
My name is Addy, How are you, your elves, and rein-

deer? I hope you have a fun Christmas. For Christmas, 
I would like point shoes, an owala, converses, and for my 
family to have a nice Christmas! I will leave some milk a 
cookies (for you) and some carrots and reindeer food out-
side (for the reindeer)! Bye! 

				    Love, your nice friend Addy! (age 10)

Healthier smiles start
at Cornerstone Care.
Cornerstone Care is here to give your smile the care it
deserves.  We offer general dentistry, pediatric dentistry,
restorative care, and hygiene to help you maintain a healthy
smile.  

www.cornerstonecare.com

BurgettstownBurgettstown
WaynesburgWaynesburg

Mt MorrisMt Morris
WashingtonWashington

UniontownUniontown
West MifflinWest Mifflin

GreensboroGreensboro
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Window 

Decorating 

COntest 

Winners 

2024
Best Light Display: 

RGB Coffee

Best Overall Display: 
Phillips & Ross

Community Choice Award: 
Waynesburg Borough

Most Innovative Use of Space: 
Waynesburg Eagles #598

Miss Merry Christmas Miss Merry Christmas 
20242024

L-R: Ally Pratt (Carmichaels), Jazmine Scott (West Greene), Aiden Snider (Waynesburg), Renee 
Sweeney (Mapletown), Keira Schaum (Jefferson). Photo by Jeanine Henry. 

Class of 1959 65th Reunion
Wayneburg High School Class of 1959 celebrated their 65th year reunion at the Carriage 

House in Waynesburg’s The Denny House. Pictured below are: (Seated) Shirley Yeager Blaker, 
Rudolph “Dolf ” Hughes, Cynthia “Nincy” Orndorff, Richard “Dick” Hughes, Joanne Hunder-
tmark Pitcock; (Second Row) Jim Wood, Martha Tharp Grim, Joyce Moore Baldwin, Loretta 
Roupe Sanner, Bonnie Jeffries Baily, Hoanne Cowell Throckmorton; (Back Row) Jan Hyatt, 
John Blair, Larry Dukate, Jim Husk, Tom Blanch, Sam Fuller, Kenny Stewart, Charles McCol-
lum. 

WINNERS!
Survey Participants - Theresa Barth

Find the Hidden Deer - Millicent Pierce
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   AND 
      NEED HELP
  WITH FOOD?

LIVING WITH

HIV

AIDSFreeWesternPA.org

The Community Foundation of 
Greene County (CFGC) recently an-
nounced a distribution of grants to-

taling over $57,000 as a part of CFGC’s Fall 
Community Grants, along with a grant from 
a donor advised fund.

Twelve grants totaling over $37,000 
were awarded through the Foundation’s Fall 
Community Grant application process. An 
additional $17,745 was approved through 
a donor advised fund, and an anonymous 
donor donated $3,000 for a local nonprofit.

“We are honored to partner with busi-
nesses and members of the community to 
help our nonprofits address the needs of our 
children, adults and families,” said Lori Pal-
etta-Davis, Chairperson of the Foundation. 
“These grants are made possible through the 
generosity of local residents and businesses 
who established funds at CFGC to support 
local programs.”

Ten grants were awarded through the 
CFGC Fall Community Grants for the fol-
lowing projects:

•	 $500 for the Ruling Our eXperi-
ence (ROX) Girls group project 
at Jefferson-Morgan Jr/Sr High 
School from the Cindy’s Wind 
Fund for Women and Girls.

•	 $2,000 for the Dress for Success 
Mobile Services Unit in Greene 
County from the Forever Greene 
Fund.

•	 $2,500 for the WWJD Christian 
Center Pavilion from the Forever 
Greene Fund.

•	 $5,000 for Project Lifesaver at the 
County of Greene EMS from the 
Forever Greene Fund.

•	 $3,000 for the Greene County 
American Revolution War Vet-
erans Project from the Forever 
Greene Fund.

•	 $2,500 for the County of Greene 
Human Services “It Take A Vil-
lage” program from the Forever 
Greene Fund.

•	 $2,500 for Junior 
Achievement of SW PA 
“JA Biz Town” program 
funded from the Forever 
Greene Fund.

•	 $3,000 to Growing Up 
Greene for “Greene 
County Coats for Kids” 
event from the EQT 
GIVE Greene Fund.

•	 $7,661 to Greene ARC 
for Medical Equipment 

Acquisition from the L&M Medi-
cal Needs Fund.

•	 $5,000 to SPHS (Southwestern PA 
Human Services) for the CARE 
Center from the L&M Medical 
Needs Fund.

•	 One grant was awarded from the 
Consol Energy Excellence in Edu-
cation Fund to Central Greene 
School District:

•	 $490 to Jordan Kovach for Small 
Group Instructional Materials. 

•	 One grant was awarded from the 
EITC Innovative Educational 
Fund to Greene County Career 
and Technology Center:

•	 $3,000 for the CTC Eats Food 
Truck Menu Screens.

Additionally, over $20,000 was award-
ed from one donor advised fund and from 
an anonymous donor:

From the James and Jackie Campbell 
Family Fund - $17,745 to Blueprints for the 
Home Delivered Meals program and up-
grades to the Central Kitchen.

From an anonymous donor - $3,000 to 
Blueprints for the Home Delivered Meals 
program and upgrades to the Central Kitch-
en.

Since 2001, CFGC has been able to 
award more than $5 million in grants and 
scholarships that have helped meet the 
needs and improve lives of Greene County 
residents.

To learn more about our grants, or how 
to make a potential tax exempt gift, contact 
the Community Foundation by phone at 
724-627-2010, email at cfgcpa@gmail.com 
or go to our website at www.cfgcpa.org. 

The Community Foundation of Greene 
County (CFGC), a private, non-profit 
501(c)(3)  organization founded in 2000, is 
the central philanthropic vehicle in Greene 
County for  donations of various types and 
sizes. CFGC currently manages over $8 mil-
lion in assets through more than 100 differ-
ent endowed and restricted funds.

CFGC Awards over $57,000 in 
Grants to Local Organizations
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ATTENTION PARENTS AND 
COACHES!

Do you know of an achievement in sports and 
would like to see it shared in Hometown Heri-

tage? Email it to: sports@directresults.us.

Intentional  Walks By Bret Moore

Early 20th Century Sports and Leisure in Greene
Bret Moore is the Director of Recreation for Greene County. He 
taught English and coached multiple sports at McGuffey High School 
for thirty years. He is also the author of Rough and Ungentlemanly 
Tactics, a two- volume history of sports in Greene County, available 
at Direct Results and McCracken Pharmacy.

At the turn of the 20th century, Greene 
County was a thriving, vibrant area awash 
with leisure activities for all segments of so-
ciety. Although most people worked long 
weekday hours and Sundays were reserved 
for religious observance, people still managed 
to support a variety of pastimes. 

Every small town, village and church 
had its own baseball team. Every Fourth of 
July, the businessmen in Waynesburg split 
into the “Fats and the Leans” to play a char-
ity doubleheader to raise money for various 
causes such as the library or hospital. Most of 
the town turned out to watch the spectacle. 

Over 1,200 fans would board the W&W 
Railroad to watch the college take on Wash-
ington & Jefferson on the diamond. The town 
also supported a successful independent 

team that played in the professional Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, Maryland (P.O.M.) League in 
1906. Elsewhere in the County, literally, thou-
sands of people would turn out to watch Cru-
cible, Nemacolin, Rices Landing, Taylortown 
or Carmichaels play each other. Some of the 
best players in the early days came from the 
western side of the county. Bluff, Nineveh, 
Aleppo, Kuhntown, and Rogersville turned 
out players such as Budge Tustin, Bert Crouse 
and Doc Throckmorton.  

Football was being played at the College 
that first decade (the high schools would start 
in 1913). Waynesburg worked with Western 
University of Pittsburgh (Pitt) to create the 
“Sanity Code” in an effort to limit the pro-
fessionalism that was rampant at the time. 
Grove City, California Normal, Bethany, and 

Geneva joined in the effort to 
combat schools such as W&J 
and Carnegie Tech, who paid 
non-student “ringers” to dominate the games. 
Waynesburg’s best player was an African-
American named Acey Davidson, who had 
been raised by the Bowlby family. 

Over Christmas break in 1904, a group 
of males at the college were bored due to the 
long wait between football and baseball sea-
son. Fred Hatch, the new “Athletic Coach” at 
the school, organized a basketball practice 
on the fourth floor of the “main building”. 
Lloyd Pollock, Sam Iams, Frank Hoover, and 
Ross Burns recruited some friends to start 
the school’s first team. After a few practices 
on the attic floor, the boys arranged to take 
a sleigh to Morgantown on a snowy Saturday 

to take on West Vir-
ginia. The young men 
were shocked and 
unprepared for “glass 
like floor” that await-
ed them. They were 
afraid to move for 
fear of falling and lost 
the game 81-12. To 
make matters worse, 
the snow had melted 
the following morn-
ing and the team was 
forced to walk home. 

The college also 
held annual “Track 
and Field Days” that 
drew large crowds 
and heavy local news 
coverage. In the final 
year of the decade, 
they scheduled the 
college’s first official 
meet against arch-
rival W&J on June 
12, 1909.   

In 1901, a 
Waynesburg hock-
ey team defeated 
Carmichaels 1-0 

on the frozen Ten Mile Creek. Hockey was 
actually very popular around the County at 
the time. The games were played at the wa-
ter company’s damn in West Waynesburg. 
In 1904, there were also two Waynesburg 
bowling teams that competed in a league 
with teams from Washington and Pittsburgh. 
The bowling alley and roller rink were in the 
building that currently houses Mickey’s Men’s 
Store. There was also an ice-skating rink and 
theater on South Morris Street. This theater 
was in addition to the Opera House on High 
Street. Local and traveling performing groups 
packed those houses. Finally, that same year 
a Wolf and Fox Hunt drew 700 people to 
Dunn’s Station. The hounds refused to track 
the wolf (which had been brought in from 
Kansas); however, they tracked the fox all the 
way to Lippencott. 

I’m sure everyone who reads this col-
umn will have their own theory as to why 
leisure activities over a century ago were 
more numerous and communal than those 
of today. Perhaps it’s the ease with which we 
can travel to Morgantown or Washington for 
alternatives. Perhaps it’s the sea of entertain-
ment available through our electronic de-
vices. Perhaps it’s just the gradual inundation 
of physical and mental laziness attributable to 
the excesses of modern society. Most likely, 
it’s a combination of these (and other) things. 

Even if our desire to return to those sim-
pler days is a quixotic pursuit, it is important 
to keep this fascinating history as a part of 
our collective consciousness to serve as an 
aspirational guide.    
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Trusted pediatric care
FOUND RIGHT HERE.

855-WVU-CARE
451 Murtha Drive • Waynesburg, PA 15370 • WVUMedicine.org/Waynesburg

To schedule an appointment call:
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Parker Andrew Hewitt is a senior member of the 
Mikes’ football, baseball, and E-Sports teams. He is the 

son of Chloe Adamson and Eugene Trump; and Donny and 
Amber Hewitt.  After graduation, Parker plans to join the 

Marines, where he hopes to develop discipline and leadership 
skills. He also aims to become a personal trainer, aspiring t o 

own his own business and inspire others through fitness.

Dalton Taylor is the son of Robin Taylor of Waynesburg.  Dal-
ton is a member of the Raiders’ football, soccer and track & field 

teams; along with Century United 07 Boys Soccer Team.  He has 
been named Greenesports/McCracken’s Pharmacy Athlete of the 

week, All-Section First Team for soccer, a member of the WPIAL 
All-Star AA soccer team, and All-Conference First Team for football. 

In addition, he is a two-time Section 6-AA Champion for Javelin and 
placed 6th in Javelin at the WPIAL AA Championship meet last year.  

Dalton’s plans on attending college and majoring in Geology 
after graduation.     

Ashton Batis is the daughter of Mark and Brenda Batis of Car-
michaels. She has lettered for both the volleyball and softball 

teams. Ashton served as assistant captain of the volleyball team 
her junior year and captain her senior year. In addition, she was 

selected as First Team All-County for volleyball this year and was 
voted MVP by her teammates. She maintains a 4.2 GPA and is a 

member of the Senior Standing Committee, Student Council, Vice 
President of National Honor Society, Spanish Club, President of Leo 

Club, and Big Brothers Big Sisters. She is currently enrolled in 
the EMT certification program at Carmichaels and volunteers 

at the local food bank. Ashton plans to major in nursing and 
work in an ICU before pursuing a Doctorate in Nurse Anesthesia.

Chaucer Von Scio is the son of Robert and Sara Von Scio 
of Sycamore. The sophomore Pioneer participates in band, 

cross country, basketball, and track & field. He was the 2024 
homecoming escort and is currently ranked second in his 

class. Chaucer is also a member of the popular P20 science pre-
sentation group.

Brayden Ellsworth is the son of Bruce and Sarah Ells-
worth; and Brean and Brian Fuller. He plays golf, basket-

ball, and baseball for the Rockets. He was named All-Coun-
ty in baseball and also plays for the Greene County Ghosts 

travel team. In school, he is a member of the Science and En-
virothon Clubs and a member of the National Honor 

Society. He plans to pursue a career in nursing. 

Jaden Tretinik is the daughter of Jimmy and Jennifer 
Tretinik of Waynesburg. She is a four-year letter winner 

in soccer, a three-year letter winner in track, and a first-
year member of the basketball team. Jaden has earned All-

County, All-Section, and All-WPIAL honors for soccer. She 
has maintained a 4.0 GPA throughout high school and plans to 

attend UNC Charlotte in the fall and major in Chemistry/Biol-
ogy.

Samantha Zimmerman is the daughter of Jim and 
Sherry Zimmerman of Graysville. She is a sophomore 

and participates in band, cross country, girls’ basketball, 
and softball. Samantha was a 2024 homecoming attendant 

and is currently in the top five of her class. In school, she is 
a member of the Ski Club and Science Club. Samantha was 

named All-County in Softball and played in the PIAA 
State softball playoffs last spring. In addition, she plays for 

the Washington Wildcats travel softball team. 

Leighana Gooden is the daughter of Rodney and Lacey 
Gooden of Waynesburg. She plays volleyball and basket-

ball for the Rockets. She is also a member of the Morgan-
town Volleyball Club. In school, Leighana is a member of the 

National Honor Society and works on the yearbook staff. In 
her spare, time she volunteers at the food bank. Her 

plans are to attend Waynesburg University and major 
in Forensic Science.
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On Tuesday, November 12th, 2024, the Elks Club, Lodge 776, Wash-
ington PA invited the Marisa family of Waynesburg to present a 
memorial plaque during their monthly lodge membership meet-

ing.  Elks Lodge 776 Exalted Ruler, Tim Kane, hosted the event, which was 
planned for the Marisa's to give a short presentation on the trophy elk head 
mount previously gifted to the Elks Lodge by the late Rudy Marisa.  The Elk 
Mount had originally been gifted by Rudy to the Waynesburg Elks Club in 
2000, but then re-gifted to the Washington lodge by Rudy Marisa in 2007 
after the closure of the Waynesburg Elks club.  However, few at the Wash-
ington Lodge recalled the details or timeframe of how the mount had ended 
up in Washington and who had donated it.  

The memorial plaque identifies that the elk donated by Rudy was tak-
en in Cowdery, Colorado in September 1999 at what is now called Trophy 
Mountain Ranch.  One Waynesburg resident member of the Washington 
Elks Club said he recalled driving it in the bed of a pick up truck from 
Waynesburg to Washington during the fall hunting season, which attracted 
more than a few head turns in the streets of Waynesburg and Washington 
and on Interstate 79 by folks that likely thought it was the largest Whitetail 
deer they had ever seen.

P i c t u r e d 
in the photo 
from L to R are 
Kurt Marisa 
(eldest son of 
Rudy), Time 
Kane (Lodge 
776 Exalted 
Ruler), Jackie 
Marisa (wife 
of Rudy), Ka-
meron Marisa 
(son of Rudy), 
Heidi McCo-
nnell (Lodge 
776 Lecturing 
Knight), and 
Lynn Stuben-
bort (Lodge 776 
Loyal Knight),

Elk Lodge Honors Rudy 
Marisa with Memorial 

Plaque
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Lou Rodavich’s athletic career began 
at Carmichaels Area High School, where he 
excelled in football, basketball and baseball. 
On the gridiron, Rodavich was named All-
County as a junior.

His senior year, he was also named 
All-Conference and All-WPIAL. In addi-
tion, he was named the Carmichaels Lions 
Club Outstanding Football Player of 1972.

He was also named All-County in 
basketball his senior season, averaging 15 
points and 10 rebounds a game. As a power 
hitting catcher, he led the Mikes to the play-
offs with a .400 batting average.

His career accelerated at Waynesburg 
College at a time when the Jackets were a 
nationally ranked NAIA powerhouse. He 
received the nickname “Radar” due to his 
uncanny ability to read and anticipate the 
opponents plays. He received All-American 
status his junior year after recording 125 in-
dividual tackles (18 TFLs), and two fumble 
recoveries. His senior year, he reached even 
greater heights when he was named First-
Team All-NAIA after racking up 148 tack-
les (15 TFLs), three sacks, three pass deflec-
tions, and two fumble recoveries.  

Waynesburg Central alumnae Marissa Kalsey participated 
in the U.S Track and Field Olympic Trials in Eugene, Oregon 
this summer. She vaulted a personal-best of 4.50 Meters and fin-
ished in 13th place. The effort was a culmination of an incredible 
career that saw Kalsey claim three WPIAL vaulting titles and a 
PIAA gold medal in 2012 (she won silver in 2010). In addition, 
she was an eight-time NCAA Division III All-American (indoor 
and outdoor) at Westminster College and won the Outdoor Na-
tional Championship in 2017. She was the national runner-up in 
2015 and placed third in 2016. 

Harry Theofiledes was one of the key players who started Waynesburg College’s 
football renaissance in the mid-1960s.  He was a four-sport standout for the Jackets 
from 1962-65. In his senior year, he was named First Team NAIA All-American as a 
defensive back and second team as a quarterback. While at Waynesburg, he lettered in 
football, basketball, track and baseball. 

After graduation, he made the Washington Redskins ros-
ter, and served as a back-up to Sonny Jurgensen for two seasons. 
He appeared in five games and completed 11 of 20 passes for 
two touchdowns. He then played in the semi-pro Atlantic Coast 
League for the Bridgeport Jets from 1968-71.  He briefly made the 
New York Jets roster during the football strike of 1970. He con-
cluded his career in the World Football League in 1974, playing 
for the Houston Texans/Shreveport Steamers.  

Rick Sonneborn came to West Greene High 
School his junior year (1961-62) and had an imme-
diate impact on the Pioneers’ basketball team. They 
went from 1-16 the previous year to a 16-3 record. 
Sonneborn scored 452 points in 19 games for an 
average of 23.8 points per game and was named to 
the All-WPIAL team. The following season, he was 
even more prolific. He led Pennsylvania in scoring 
as he poured in 693 points for an average of 34.7 
PPG. He scored 56 points against Kolb Memorial 
and scored over 40 points four times. That season, 
he was again named to the All-WPIAL team, and he 
was also honored as Second Team All-State by the 
Associated Press.  

After sifting through several college scholarship offers, Sonneborn decided on Penn State. He 
led the freshman team in scoring and was on the 1964-65 team that lost to Bill Bradley and Princ-
eton 60-58 in the first round of the NCAA East Regional. When Sonneborn graduated from Penn 
State in 1967, he went overseas with the Peace Corps and played basketball in the National League 
of Thailand for four years. In Thailand, he had a 63-point effort in 1970 and a 53-point outing in 
1971. After returning home in 1972, he got a job as a teacher, and served as an assistant for Rudy 
Marisa at Waynesburg College. He then became the head coach at West Greene from 1986-1993 
and turned the program around.

Darrin Walls was a three-time 
NAIA All-American for the Waynes-
burg College Yellow Jackets (First 
Team in 1987 and 1988) and is still 
the school’s all-time points leader with 
2,442. Walls led the Jackets in scor-
ing all four years he played, averaging 
20.7 PPG. This feat is even more im-
pressive considering four of his team-
mates during that era are also among 
the College’s all-time scoring leaders.  
He scored 734 points his senior year 
and led the Jackets to a 32-3 record 
and an appearance in the NAIA Final 
Four in Kansas City. The game was 
televised nationally on ESPN. He was 
also named to the NAIA All-Tourna-
ment Team that year.  Walls passed up 
numerous Division I transfer offers to 
remain with his teammates. He and 
fellow Peabody grad Harold Hamlin 
formed the nucleus of the most dy-
namic team of the Marisa Era. 

In 1970, Bob Clites of Mapletown went straight from 
high school to the Gulf Coast Rookie League in Florida. As a 
17-year-old, he pitched for the Bradenton Pirates (3-3 record) 
before being called up to Niagara Falls of the Class A New 
York- Penn League. He also spent the following year in Ni-
agara Falls. He completed his career in the Western Carolina 
League with Charleston (A) and the Carolina League with Sa-
lem (A). His minor league record was 8-12 before his career 
was ended by an injury. 

At Mapletown, Clites was also the first Greene Countian 
to score 1,000 career basketball points. He won the County 
scoring title in 1970, averaging 26.7 PPG. That season, he 
was named All-County, All-Section, All-WPIAL and Fourth 
Team All-State. He finished his scholastic career with 1,342 
points. 

The Department of Parks and Recreation released its 2024 list of inductees into the Greene County Sports Hall of Fame. The selections were 
made by the Hall of Fame Committee and previously elected members of the Hall. The new members will be inducted at a ceremony held at the 
Denny House in January. The six new members are:
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Dear Santa, 
I would like a new sweeper, dishes, a broom, movies, 

new shirts, a monster truck, and toys for the garden. 

						      From Aiden (age 4)

Dear Santa, 
I would really like a pair of butterfly wings for Christ-

mas. There were other things I would love not on here, 
but I couldn’t draw them, so I just did these butterfly 
wings. I have enough fairy wings so I want some butterfly 
wings. I mostly want a pair that are big, silky, and colorful, 
or white.

						      From Mary (age 9)
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HOLIDAY OF HOPE OPEN HOUSE:  HOLIDAY OF HOPE OPEN HOUSE:  A Celebration of Community and JoyA Celebration of Community and Joy
Mark your calendars for an enchant-

ing evening of holiday cheer at the 
Holiday of Hope Open House 

on Monday, December 23rd, from 5pm to 
9pm. This heartwarming event invites every-
one to come together to celebrate the season 
with family, friends, and neighbors in a spirit 
of joy and togetherness.

Three Festive Venues
The open house spans three beautifully 

prepared locations:
1.	 The Denny House and Carriage 

House
2.	 The Way, Greene County’s newest 

community center
3.	 The First United Methodist Church

Highlights of the Evening:
The Denny House and Carriage House 

will be transformed into a Christmas won-
derland with exquisite holiday decorations.

•	 Enjoy live Christmas music per-
formed by Ferd Dolfi at The Denny 
House.

•	 Tour the historic venue and savor 
the festive ambiance.

•	 The Carriage House will host 
Christmas readings and music to 
set a joyous tone.

•	 Indulge in a delightful hot choco-
late bar, appetizers, and Christmas 
cookies.

•	 Look out for a surprise visit from 
the Grinch and Santa Claus!

The Way Community Center offers a 
range of engaging activities:

•	 Create your own stained glass-in-
spired candle craft.

•	 Share memories of past Christ-
mases or write inspirational notes 
to leave behind.

•	 Join in caroling, play games, or sim-
ply enjoy the warm atmosphere.

•	 End your visit with a comforting 
bowl of soup and take a cookie to-
go.

The First United Methodist Church in-
vites guests to an evening of fellowship:

•	 Sing cherished Christmas carols 
and bask in the joy of shared tradi-
tions.

•	 Conclude the evening 
with a poignant Service 
of Hope, a reminder of 
the season’s true mean-
ing.

A Night to Remember
To add to the magic, lumi-

naries will light the pathways 
between the venues, creating a 
beautiful and welcoming glow 
throughout the evening. Christ-
mas trees adorned with orna-
ments will be featured at each 
location, with ornaments avail-
able for guests to take home as 
keepsakes.

This event is free and open 
to the public, ensuring everyone 
can participate in the festivities.
For additional details, contact 
Pam Marisa at pam@directre-
sults.us.

Let’s make this holiday sea-
son a celebration of hope, love, 
and unity. We can’t wait to see 
you there!

Christmas on Christmas on 
High StreetHigh Street
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Dear Santa, 
I would like Star Wars toys. a PS5, a new game, a dirt 

bike, RC cars, Grave Digger trax, and a new shirt. 

						      From Jaxon (age 6)

Dear Santa, 
I would like a big pack of Pokémon cards, with a Blas-

toise EX. I would also like a Pokémon Stadium Nintendo 64 
game pack to fit in the controller. Thank you for doing this 
every year. 

						      From James (age 10)
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January’s dreary weather can lead to win-
ter boredom and unruly behaviors in 
the house. The weather should not hold 

you back from spending time outdoors with 
your dogs, though. Still leash them up for a 
walk as often as possible; just be prepared to 
towel them off if they have gotten wet, rinse 

off their feet in case they have gotten salt on 
them and be prepared for some extra snuggles 
under a warm blanket after you get back in-
doors.  

For the days that getting outside for 
exercise is limited, try making some indoor 
boredom busters like frozen food stuffed 
kongs and even using a snuffle mat for your 
dog to hunt through and use their senses to 
find their food. These exercises exhaust their 
mind when physical activity is limited.  

Lastly, since the new year is all about 
making resolutions for us, it is a great time 
to make goals that include our best friends. 
Beginning a training routine is a great place 
to start! Obedience work can be done right in 
your living room with the basics of sit, down 
and stay. A few minutes every day is enough 
to see big results and to strengthen your bond 
with your dog.  

January Pet Tip of the Month:

- Emily Capule


January’s dreary weather can lead to winter 
boredom and unruly behaviors in the house. The 
weather should not hold you back from spending 
time outdoors with your dogs, though. Still leash 
them up for a walk as often as possible; just be 
prepared to towel them off if they have gotten wet, 
rinse off their feet in case they have gotten salt on 
them and be prepared for some extra snuggles 
under a warm blanket after you get back indoors. 


F or the days that getting outside for exercise is 
limited, try making some indoor boredom busters like frozen food stuffed kongs and even 
using a snuffle mat for your dog to hunt through and use their senses to find their food. These 
exercises exhaust their mind when physical activity is limited. 


L astly, since the new year is all about making resolutions for us, it is a great time to make 
goals that include our best friends. Beginning a training routine is a great place to start! 
Obedience work can be done right in your living room with the basics of sit, down and stay. A 
few minutes every day is enough to see big results and to strengthen your bond with your dog. 


Meet Trooper! 
Trooper is a Treeing Walker Coon-

hound, 4-5 years old, neutered, and 
weighing 51lbs.

Trooper came into the care of 
Cross Your Paws in June 2024 after 
spending time in a high kill shelter 
in southern WV.  He is very obedi-
ent; he can sit, stay, spin and walk on 
a leash. Trooper’s ideal home would 
have a fenced in backyard or a person 
who is committed to leash walking him 
multiple times per day. He would like a 
quiet home with an older family.  

If you are interested in meeting Trooper, 
please email jenn@crossyourpaws.com FMI. Pho-
to by:Kimberly Marie Photography.

January Adoptable Pet of the Month:

by Emily Capule 


Meet Trooper!

Trooper is a Treeing Walker Coonhound

4-5 years old, neutered, 51lbs

Trooper came into the care of Cross Your Paws in June of 2024 after 
spending time in a high kill shelter in southern West Virginia. 

He is very obedient: he can sit, stay, spin and walk on a leash. 

Trooper’s ideal home would have a fenced in backyard or a person who is 
committed to leash walking him multiple times per day. He would like a 
quiet home with an older family. 

If you are interested in meeting Trooper, please email 
jenn@crossyourpaws.com for further information.


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Photo credit above: 

Kimberly Marie Photography

January Adoptable Pet of the MonthJanuary Adoptable Pet of the Month

By Emily Capule
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Every December 6, coal miners, their families, and 
friends gather at the Robena Mine Memorial on 
the outskirts of Carmichaels, Pennsylvania – not 

far from the nearby Monongahela River.
They gather to remember the 37 miners who lost 

their lives in the Robena Mine disaster on December 
6, 1962. The memorial is held each year by the United 
Mine Workers of America.

A promise was made never to forget the miners 
who lost their lives. The memorial recognizes the value 
of each miner living and departed this life. Each miner 
has been integral to the constructive development of 
Appalachia.

More than a hundred thousand miners have lost 
their lives in disasters and job-related injuries. Mining 
exacts a toll on the miners and their families. Safety is 
always a concern. Mining communities having expe-
rienced disasters and having lost miners due to deaths 
on the job stretch across Appalachia. The accounts of 
miners having died are etched deep into each mining 
community. 

Each day a miner goes underground, the hope 
is the miner will return home safely. The stress on the 
miner and the miner’s family is a continued presence. 
Miners and their families carry with them the memo-
ries of mining deaths and disasters of the past.

Thirty-seven families were directly affected by the 
Robena disaster. The deaths touched the lives of the 
affected families, their friends, and co-workers in the 
industry. A miner’s death awakens memories in homes 
throughout coal communities.

A man from the area of the Robena Mine Memo-
rial recently compared hearing the news of the Robena 
explosion to receiving notice of the shocking 9/11 at-
tack on the United States. Life came to a stand still to 
consider the tragedy.

Coal miners and their families have populated and 
helped to shape Appalachia. Too many miners have suf-
fered and died due to the nature of their work. Miners’ 
deaths have had a lasting influence on Appalachian life. 

Great courage, strength and presence of mind are 
required to work underground.

Communities owe a lasting debt of gratitude to 

coal miners for their life-sustaining and life-enhancing 
work. Communities have benefitted greatly from jobs 
provided by the mines.

When the life, culture and development of Appa-
lachia are considered and assessed, miners, their work 
and the lives lost on the job are a mandatory part of the 
consideration. Miners are part of the fabric of Appala-
chian history deeply engrained in the earth.

Appalachia has a storied history of industrial great-
ness. Coal mining is intrinsic to that greatness. Coal has 
fueled the mills and power plants moving the nation 
forward. Appalachia has a duty to honor the work and 
work-related deaths of miners.

Great benefits have occurred in Appalachia and 
beyond due to the toil of miners.  Demonstrated grati-
tude to living and miners departed this life has a place in 
the Appalachian consciousness. The Robena Memorial 
is an annual expression of gratitude.

Remembering Robena at the Robena Mine Memorial
Miners Integral part of the Development of Northern Appalachia

By Father 
Rodney 
Torbic
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Dear Santa, 
My name is Jane and I have been very good. I would 

like an American doll, and a bed for my doll. I am going to 
decorate cookies for you. Can you come to my house and 
show me Rudolph? Thank you! 

						      From Jane

Dear Santa, 
My name is Daisy. I am 8 years old. I have been very 

good. I have been doing better with my school work. I 
would like to have some makeup, babies, and Barbies. I go 
to school in 
Bobtown. Can 
you bring my 
sister Chevie 
a game, 
and bring 
by brother 
Chance a 
video game? 
Thank you! 
			   	
		  From 
Daisy (age 8)
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Music is said to be an art form, and 
for Nick Kovacic, that’s especially 
true. The Clarksville native has 

been a musician since childhood, where he 
developed his ear for music as a member of 
a Croatian junior group in Mather. The group 
met for five years before Nick transitioned to 
become a part of Cokeburg Junior Tamburit-
zans from age 12-18.

The Tamburitza refers to an entire fam-
ily of flat-backed instruments in a few differ-
ent forms originating in the region formerly 
known as Yugoslavia. These instruments 
became immensely popular in Croatian folk 
music, and the musicianship needed to play 
them is a tradition handed down through 
generations.

Nick decided to further his education 
at Waynesburg College, where he earned his 
B.A. in History in 1974. After college, Nick 
took a position with the Wheeling-Pittsburgh 
Steel Corporation in Monessen, PA,  in or-
der to work off his student loans and save 
up enough money to pursue another degree. 
Eventually, he was able to attend Indiana 
University of PA, where he earned a B.S. in 
Education, and pursued many other certifica-
tions in the fields of engineering, design, and 
technology. All the while, music continued 
to be a pastime and interest in the mid-80s, 
when Nick played guitar, mandolin, and–of 
course–the Tamburitza. His love of Croatian 
folk music, and music of all kinds, has carried 
him through the decades.

Nick describes his career as one with a 
non-traditional timeline. He began his teach-
ing career in 1987 as the drafting and design 
teacher at the Greene County Career and 
Technology Center. Nick based his classroom 
on the interests of his students, and useful 
ways to apply them. “I taught theory but also 
taught practical application. [It’s a] line of 
progression,” he says. “Some of the students 
liked guitars and things,” he continues. “You 
get them some wood and let them design.” 

If a student wanted to try something 
out, he would provide them with materials 
and guidance, but let them make the artistic 
decisions. In this way, creativity blossomed, 
and both student and teacher learned some-
thing new. “I learned by showing them,” re-
calls Nick. “It’s a lot easier to teach geometry 
not in theory, but hands-on. Everything is a 
learning experience, especially when you can 
make it fun for them,” he says.

Nick retired from teaching in 2012, but 
for him, the learning is just beginning with 
his adoption of a new artistic hobby–instru-

ment making. The lifelong mu-
sician is now making his own 
music, literally. Since retirement, 
Nick has crafted one handmade 
instrument every summer. “I’ve 
made a variety of instruments 
over the years,” Nick reminisces. 
Some of his pieces include dul-
cimers, mandolins, tamburitzas, 
ukuleles, guitars (both acoustic 
and electric) and even electric 
violins. “Every year it’s a learning 
process. There’s a little bit of plus 
or minus.” And it’s no surprise 
that the work is slow-going; the 
process is lengthy and extremely detailed.

First, Nick makes the instrument molds. 
Then comes the shaping. “You have to heat 
and bend the wood,” he explains. Moving 
forward, “you add braces to the back and 
top, shape the neck, fit the neck to the body, 
drill holes for the tuning machines and then 
[sand] the instrument and finally [put] a fin-
ish on it.” Regarding the steps of his process, 
Nick says, “You don’t consciously think about 
it. I just kind of do it.”

When asked if his work is ever for sale, 
Nick responds: “It’s a hobby, I don’t do it to 
make money. There’s enough out there. I 
wouldn’t want to compete.” He continues, 
laughing, “I only make one a summer, so it’s 
not like I’m cranking [them] out!”

Although Nick no longer plays music 
formally with a band, he still “fiddles around” 
in private from time to time. “At home I’ll 
pick up an instrument,” he says. Nick’s cre-
ativity has inspired his pupils, too. “My stu-
dents have carried it on,” he shares. “One 

made an upright bass!”
The music man has certainly taken a 

symphonic journey, from playing instru-
ments to building them, and there’s no tell-
ing what projects are in store for him next. 
“I don’t know what I’ll design and make this 
summer,” he says. But whatever it is, it’s sure 
to be a harmonious success.

TThe Music Manhe Music Man
By Emma Bates

Photos of the making and final product of the Tamburitza Brac, a guitar-like instrument with 5 strings 
from the Tamburitza family. Original mold, heat and clamp stage, and final product on right.

 An upright electric bass made 
from mahogany.
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Dear Santa, 
my name is Ellie. I have been a good girl all year. I work 

really hard at school and help my mommy when she asks 
me to do something. What I would like for Christmas is a 
baby doll, Yoga Goat, Barbies, Play-Doh, puzzles, and games. 
I will leave you cookies and sugar and a root beer drink 
for you, and carrots for the reindeer. When you leave my 
presents under the tree, check out my coloring picture 
of you, Santa. It will be by our tree. I will go to bed early 
on Christmas Eve night. I promise my Elf on the Shelf will 
report all good things to you, Santa. I’m so excited to see 
you in the Christmas parade and get my picture taken with 
you. 

						      From Ellie (age 5)

Christmas on Christmas on 
High StreetHigh Street
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Greene GardensGreene Gardens
By Lisa Lewis of the Greene County Master Garden- ers

Where did we get the idea to hang 
a sprig of mistletoe in a doorway 
at Christmas time – with the idea 

of kissing whomever stands beneath it? The 
tradition began in England, where it was be-
lieved that kissing under mistletoe height-
ened the odds of marriage in the coming year. 
The author Washington Irving wrote in the 
1800s, “young men have the privilege of kiss-
ing the girls under [mistletoe], plucking each 
time a berry from the bush. When the berries 
are all plucked the privilege ceases.”

Mistletoe (Phoradendron leucarpem) 
grows throughout the southern United 
States, as far north as the Philadelphia-New 
Jersey area, and as far west as east Texas. Its 
leaves are small and oval shaped with smooth 
edges and remain green throughout the win-
ter months. This is probably why the ancient 
Druids associated mistletoe with fertility, and 
why the ancient Romans hung it on walls and 
doorways during wedding ceremonies. The 
mistletoe plant produces clusters of white 
berries, each having a single seed.

Mistletoe is an interesting plant. It is 
partially parasitic. It sends its roots, called 
haustoria, into the trunk or limb of the host 
plant, a deciduous tree. 
These roots imbed them-
selves into the parts of 
the host tree that carry 
water and nutrients, the 
xylem and phloem, just 
under the bark, allowing 
the mistletoe to thrive. If 
the host tree is healthy, 
the mistletoe does not 
cause harm. In the late 
fall, when the host tree 
drops its leaves, the balls 
of mistletoe growing up 
in the limbs can be easily 
seen. In colonial days, it 
was customary to shoot 
the balls of mistletoe out 
of the tree with a gun to harvest them for 
Christmas.

Mistletoe is also able to make 
its own food through pho-
tosynthesis, the way the 
host plant does. Photosyn-
thesis requires sunlight. 

And as anyone who has 
grown plants knows, 
plants will compete for 
sunlight. Towards this 

end, the mistletoe seed 
that sprouts and imbeds 

its roots high up 
in the canopy of 
the tree is going 
to have an easier 
time surviving 
than the 
mist letoe 
seed that 
falls on the 
tree’s roots 
at ground level. 
But how to ac-
complish the feat 
of being “planted” high in the tree’s arbor 
when the seeds are heavy and likely to fall to 
the ground?

Mistletoe seeds are primarily dispersed 
by birds that eat the berries. Mistletoe has 
evolved to have very sticky seeds, and so birds 
have resorted to scraping against a limb after 
defecating to rid themselves of the seed. This 
increases the odds of the seeds sticking to the 
limbs higher up where the sunlight shines 
through. The name mistletoe reflects this fact, 
derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for dung 
(mistil) and the word for twig (tan).

From bird dung to Christmas kiss-

es! How endlessly fascinating is the world 
around us. Wishing you a very merry holiday 
season from the Master Gardeners of Greene 
County.

DeSimone, K. Mistletoe and Holly. Penn State Ex-
tension, July 5, 2023.

Dunn, R. “Mistletoe: The Evolution of a Christmas 
Tradition.” Smithsonian Magazine, December 
21, 2011.

Steil, A. Mistletoe and Holly During the Holidays. 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, 
November, 2022.

Mistletoe: The Christmas Kissing Plant

Writing to mention a recent 
article in the Greene Scene 
Community Magazine (Holi-

day 2024), “General Stores Remain an 
Important Hub for Our Communities” 
written by Aubrey Lesnett. 

Much enjoyed. My friend living on 
the west side of Pittsburgh receives your 
magazine and he sent me a copy of this 
recent article. As the "signature" below 
says, I live in Kentucky but was born in 
the community of Rennerdale, just west 
of Carnegie. It is a very, very long story 
but my friend and I began going to the 
Jacktown Fair, which is in the commu-
nity of Wind Ridge, home of the Stokes 
Store mentioned in the story, many, 
many years ago. This was before either of 
us were married. After marriage we con-
tinued the reunions.

Annually, my wife and I make the 
trip to the fairgrounds for a week and 
make occasional visits the Stokes Store 
for our needed weekly commodities. 
Our two kids would make the trip with 
us "back in the day". Now, with them 
being adults and having children, they 
sometimes make the trip to rekindle 
stories for their kids as to, "The way it 
was". We have been attending for nearly 
60 years and have made Stokes our store 
of choice. We were there when the origi-
nal property of the now Stokes Store was 
the community grade school. I believe 
it was in the 70s that the property was 
purchased by Adam Stokes's parents, the 
vacated nonrepairable building was re-
moved and built the present store front. 

What a character Adam's dad was. 
We would visit the store and come away 

with a list of stories as long as your arm, 
all played out by Adam's dad as he sat be-
hind the register tending to the needs of 
the locals and at the same time, keeping 
the story fully charged with the best of 
details for the listener.  The store has not 
changed much in appearance over the 
years, but like Aubrey mentioned, "Each 
store had to find its uniqueness" to keep 
the folks returning, and Adam was the 
one that did that for his family. He was 
the first "technical guru" of the internet at 
the store and then, as your article reads, 
he began baking. Many summers we 
would stop in the first day of our weekly 
visit and ask Adam for a cake or some 
baked good that we could serve to the 
folks that came from Pittsburgh to visit. 
During the week, ice, milk, ice cream, 
fresh coffee and even those hardware 
items needed to repair some aspect of 
our camper or camping equipment was 
found at the store. It was a unique time 
just going up and down the aisles seeing 
all the items that Adam and his dad were 
able to assemble under one small roof for 
the needs of those coming in quest.  

Adam has grown, now has a family 
that lives adjacent to the store, his mom 
and dad have passed and his sister who 
use to "bend hair" in the adjoining room 
of the store no longer takes those hair ap-
pointments. 

Again, thanks so much to Aubrey 
for reaching out into the communities 
finding those small things in the scheme 
of things that are so vastly important to 
our local communities. 

					   
		  Doug McLaren

A Letter From Our  Readers. . .
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Your neighbor in
HEALTHCARE

451 MURTHA DRIVE • WAYNESBURG, PA 15370

Visit WVUMedicine.org/Waynesburg for more information.
Call 855-WVU-CARE to schedule an appointment.

WAYNESBURG OUTPATIENT CLINIC

experts specializing in the services you and your family need most. WVU Medicine has always been a neighbor, 
and we’ve been able to expand our services to better serve the local community since opening the doors of our 

Schedule an appointment with one of our experts in Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, Pediatrics, 

and ultrasound, and much more.
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SHOP SMALL, SHOP LOCAL

You hear the music playing from 
outside. Stepping inside, your 
nose is met with the delectable 

whiff of freshly-roasted coffee. A quirky 
hodgepodge of tables and chairs are ar-
ranged throughout the shop. Historic 
photographs and local artwork line the 
walls of this small-town haven. RGB 
Coffee welcomes you. With small-town 
charm–not to mention the delicious, lo-
cally roasted beverages–it’s no surprise 
that GreeneScene readers voted RGB 
Coffee in Waynesburg, PA, as their favor-
ite local coffee shop. 

Owner Ben McMillen explains that 
it’s no accident that RGB, opened in 
2023, pays such attention to detail and 
is crafted with personality and service 
in mind…“the employees face the cus-
tomers so they can watch them work” he 
says, and the design of the entire shop in-
tentionally integrates customers into the 
full experience. Nothing is done behind 

closed doors–the process of crafting ev-
ery item is open to the public eye. 

Shopping small is an integral part 
of RGB’s existence, and to Ben McMil-
len’s life. “In order to tell other customers 
to buy local, I have to do the same,” Ben 
says. “[It’s important to] sustain that life-
style on and off the clock.” And, practic-
ing what he preaches, almost everything, 
from ingredients, honey, candles, and of 
course, the coffee, is locally sourced, not 
to mention the furnishings and decor. 

Everything in RGB reflects the 
Greene County spirit of hard work and 
shared stories. RGB also goes the extra 
mile (plus a block or two!) in giving back 
to the community with its free meeting 
room. The space is available at no cost to 
individuals and groups hosting meetings, 
workshops, or events as a way of creating 
a homey and inviting atmosphere right 
in town. RGB thrives on shopping small 
and helps our community do the same. 
(Reprint due to error.)

RGB Coffee
Best Coffee

Owner Ben McMillen, 
General Manager De-
neen Nelson Rhodes, 
& Staff Wake Up to 
Win the Best Coffee 

Category.

By Emma Bates

From Our Readers
I live in Morgantown but I buy my coffee (Coal Dust) from my friends 

at RGB/Hilltop Packs. The coffee shop is a wonderful, warm and comfort-
able space and the people who work there are very friendly and helpful. I'm 
happy to patronize this excellent small business. Special shout-outs to Diane, 
who became my friend at HP, and my former Democrat-Messenger colleague 
Bridget, who thoughtfully showed me the bean roasting process one day. 
Love all yinz guys!

Now, if you'll excuse me, I'm going to pour myself a mug of Coal Dust.

					     Regards,
						      Mark Stacy
						      Morgantown

CORRECTION:

In our Holiday I issue, Anthony Post was accidently referred 
to as Austin Post. We apologize for the error.  
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Home feels different to everyone. For artsy folk, 
it may be a quaint studio in the city. For trav-
elers, it may be any hotel in a new state off of 

an unfamiliar exit. For local food-lovers Jim and Dana 
Phillips, home turned out to be an authentic Italian piz-
zeria in Rices Landing that strives to provide customers 
with a true Sicilian cuisine experience within Greene 
County.

“We like to think we are that hidden gem, or a dia-
mond in the rough that’s the area’s best kept secret,” said 
Italian Boys Pizza co-owner Jim Phillips. “We have a 
gas-fired double-decker brick oven that simply makes 
pizza taste better than commercial conveyor ovens.”

Jim and Dana were handed down the restaurant 
from Naples, Italy, native Federico Gialone. Gialone 
brought his craft to the US in 1979 when he built his 
small business from the ground up. He has now passed 
on his knowledge to the Phillips’ so they could grow 
the pizzeria and continue its legacy. Italian Boys Pizza 
has been serving small communities for years, origi-
nating first in Pitt Gas, and then moving to Morgan-

town, WV, before settling 
in Rices Landing in July 
2004. As a local business, 
it keeps money circulating 
within the local economy, 
creates jobs for locals, and 
contributes to the commu-
nity’s overall prosperity.

“If you look around, 
we have some great diners, 
coffee shops, ethnic food 
restaurants in the area, not 
to mention clothing print-
ers, food trucks, and bak-
ers,” added Dana Phillips, 
mentioning how she and 
her husband make an ac-

tive effort to support other small businesses in the area 
through social media and being patrons themselves. 
“You do not need to travel to Fayette, Washington, or 
Allegheny counties for good food or other services.”

As small business owners, the pair commend the 
success and hard work 
of other business owners 
in the area. They empha-
sized their eagerness to 
get the word out about 
businesses to help grow 
customer bases, which, 
in turn, grows the entire 
small community busi-
ness and benefits everyone 
involved.

“It is a team effort 
for everyone as a small 
business owner to keep 
our dreams alive,” added 

Dana. “We couldn’t run this place without 
our great team. Owning your own busi-

ness takes a lot of blood, sweat, and tears and doesn’t 
leave us a lot of time to shop outside the county. We buy 
our clothing, our coffee, our signs made, shirts printed, 
eat out and buy hardware supplies locally.”

The Phillips’ community involvement does not 
stop at supporting other local businesses. Italian Boys 
Pizza also sponsors local events, schools, athletic teams, 
and various causes. Additionally, Jim is a veteran and 
Vice Commander of the Rices Landing American Le-
gion, and Dana serves as the Vice President of the La-
dies Auxiliary, which gives back to local veterans.

To experience authentic Italian charm while si-
multaneously supporting local business, head to Ital-
ian Boys Pizza. With brand new menu items and the 
best quality ingredients obtainable, the Phillips are sure 
to prove why they are one of Greene County’s hidden 
gems.

Italian Boys 
Best Pizza

By Morgan Marisa

It has been eight months since Pennsylvania American Water began managing East Dunkard’s 
public water system, and we couldn’t be more proud. We’ve already completed several 
improvements to the water treatment plant and the system that delivers your water service. And, 
we’re not finished. More improvements are underway. We do this, because we care about the 
customers and communities we serve as much as we care about water. 

PROUD TO SERVE EAST DUNKARD

WATER AUTHORITY CUSTOMERS
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Shopping locally for the holidays offers numerous fantas-
tic options. You can explore charming local boutiques 
for unique gifts, visit farmers’ markets for fresh pro-

duce and handmade goods, and support small businesses by 
purchasing from their online stores. Additionally, attending 
local craft fairs and holiday events can provide a festive at-
mosphere while discovering one-of-a-kind items. Embracing 
local shopping not only enhances your holiday experience but 
also strengthens the community.

WINE & COFFEE
People are drawn to wine and coffee for their rich flavors 

and the experiences they offer. Wine often brings a sense of 
sophistication and relaxation, while coffee provides a com-
forting boost of energy and warmth, making them beloved 
choices for many. 

RGB Coffee in Waynesburg, our reader’s favorite lo-
cal coffee shop, offers a delectable variety of coffee, specialty 
drinks, and baked goods, as well as other locally produced gift 
ideas. Kiln to Table offers a one stop shop for coffee lovers, de-
licious food, and one of a kind pottery items and local goods. 

Other local coffee shops (most offering more than just 
coffee!) you can support are Morning Rush, LK Café, Press 
On Bakes & Brews (specializing in gluten free), Rices Land-
ing Coffee Company, Rising Creek Bakery, and Butcher Shop 
Coffee at Fredericktown Butcher Shop. 

For wine connoisseurs, Greene County offers two winer-
ies creating their own custom wines. Thistlethwaite Vineyards 
in Jefferson offers red and white wines, created right on the 
farm from vine to wine. Not sure what wine to pick? They 
offer complimentary wine tasting daily. If you’re looking for 
something a little different, Shields’ Demesne Winery offers 
different melomels, each made with honey and grapes. 

CUISINE & SWEET TREATS
Food is an excellent holiday gift because it brings joy and 

warmth to celebrations. Sharing delicious treats cre-
ates memorable experiences and fosters connections 
among friends and family. Plus, with so many options 
available, from gourmet chocolates to homemade 
goodies, Greene County has something to please ev-
ery palate. 

The Hungarian Smokehouse is your one-stop 
shop for quality meats and local goods. Specialty 
products like bacon, kielbasa, sausage and thick cut 
jerky are made right in the facility. They also offer an 
extensive take-out menu of smokehouse specialties, 
burgers, subs, sides and more. 

In addition to being the home of a selection of 
gourmet chocolates and candies, 5 Kidz Kandy also 
sells drinks, breakfast and lunch, and ice cream. They 
often feature holiday specific gift baskets and items. 

Looking for another sweet choice? Consider the 
gift of locally made honey from Barnum Bee’s Apiary 
& Farm in Greensboro. “[Honey] makes a perfect gift 
for the holidays; it is a simple little gift made with love. 
You can use it with tea or for all your baking needs. 
Barnum Bees honey is a local and small business that 
uses honey for many things. What better way to make 
the holiday a little sweeter than with our honey,” says 
Staci Barnum.  

A gift card for a meal from a local restaurant such 
as the Ice Plant, Hartley Inn, DJ’s Diner, Italian Boys Pizza, 
Willow Tree Bakery, Don Patron, and other local restaurants 
is also the perfect way to sup-
port local restaurants while 
sharing delicious food with 
friends and loved ones. 

CLOTHES & 
ACCESSORIES
Clothing makes a won-

derful Christmas gift because 
it combines practicality with 
personal style. It allows you 
to show thoughtfulness by se-
lecting items that reflect the 
recipient’s taste and needs. 
Plus, everyone appreciates 
cozy, stylish apparel during 
the holiday season, making it 
a gift that is both useful and 
enjoyable.

The Fashion Shoppe is 
a women’s clothing and jew-
elry boutique. You’re sure to 
find something perfect for a 
loved one in their selection of 
clothing, accessories, hand-
bags, shoes, and more – they 
even carry a wide variety of 
Vera Bradley. 

While it may say it’s a 
men’s store, Mickey’s Men’s 
Store carries both women’s 
and men’s clothing. Mickey’s 
specializes in clothing for the 

blue collar worker. They carry clothes and shoes in Ariat, Car-
hartt, Levi, Carolina, Timberland, and more brands.  

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT? 
Shop Local!Shop Local!

Honey from Barnum Bee’s 
Apiary is a sweet gift. 

A gift card to one of Greene’s 
coffee shops is a great gift. 
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SUPPORTING HOBBIES & 
CUSTOM CREATIONS

Supporting hobbies makes for 
thoughtful gifts because they show you 
care about the recipient’s interests and 
passions. By encouraging someone to 
pursue what they love, you foster their 
creativity and happiness. Gifts that align 
with personal interests can lead to mem-
orable experiences and strengthen rela-
tionships, making them truly special.

Gloria’s Ceramics & Greene Gifts 
is the place to go to gift a loved one the 
chance to create their own special cre-
ation. You can also create your own 
personalized creation, pick up a custom 
ceramic, of find other locally made gift 
ideas. 

Lippencott Alpacas farm store is an-
other great place to find a locally made 
gift or support a loved one’s hobby. The 
farm store offers an amazing assortment 
of alpaca yarns from PA and Peru with 
a variety of colors, blends and weights 
for creators. They also carry a variety of 
knit hats, scarves, sweaters, socks, gloves, 
and more – all made from alpaca fiber. 
For kids, they have alpaca bears in four sizes ready for a good 
home.

Their alpaca fiber socks are very popular and four favor-
ite styles include Rain & Shine Socks, Extreme Thermal Socks, 
Warrior Socks, and Jacquard Socks. 

“Santa wears warm alpaca socks and he got them from 
Lippencott Alpacas Farm Store!” says Lena Galing, owner. 
“Socks and other items are special because alpaca fiber wicks 
the moisture from feet at a higher percentage than other fi-
bers. Alpaca fiber keeps feet drier and therefore warmer, and 
they don’t hold in odor either. Come and see the marvelous 

items that we have for sale 
before Santa takes them all!” 

As self-care or a hobby, 
creating custom candles is 
growing in popularity. At the 
Hideaway Candle Bar, you 
can create the perfect candle 
for a loved one, book them a 
reservation to have their own 
unique pouring experience. 

 
GIFTS FOR READERS

Books are wonder-
ful gifts because they offer a 
unique blend of knowledge, 
entertainment, and personal 
connection. They can trans-
port the reader to different 
worlds, spark new ideas, and 
provide insights into various 
subjects. Local authors have 
something for everyone. 

Looking for stories for 
a younger audience? Dianne 
Closser Toothman and Su-
san Williams Aul have a se-
ries of children’s books, and 
Claysville author Angie Can-
dell has recently released The 
Alphabet According to Chick-
ens and The Chicken’s Guide 
to Gardening. 

Into the paranormal or spooky sto-
ries? Check out Kevin Paul’s Haunted 
Hills & Hollows series, Brad Braddock’s 
Memoirs of Murder or House of Ygor, or 
Michelle Bowser’s horror and comedy 
writings like The Hags of Black County or 
Don’t Yell at the Desk Clerk.

Is the recipient more of a sports 
person? Check out Bret Moore’s A His-
tory of Sports in Greene County series. 
More choices include Lonnie Miller’s 
coal mine books, various local history 
books by local authors, and more. 

You can also check out Greene 
County’s only remaining bookstore, 
Riverrun Books & Prints. Located in 
Greensboro, this bookstore is home to 
20,000 books – you’ll be sure to find the 
perfect gift for your reader. 

SELF CARE
Self-care is essential because it 

helps maintain our physical, mental, and 
emotional well-being. By prioritizing 
self-care, we can reduce stress, enhance 
our mood, and improve our overall 
quality of life. Taking time for ourselves 

allows us to recharge and better cope with daily challenges, 
ultimately leading to a healthier and more balanced lifestyle.

Treat their soul and left their spirits with a visit to En-
chanted Moon Acres in Waynesburg. Enchanted Moon Acres 
offers spiritual advising, reiki energy healing, chakra cleans-
ing, tarot and psychic reading, somatic healing, detoxification, 
and other holistic services. Owner/Founder Erin Pierson says, 
“Enchanted Moon Acres is a natural health boutique dedicat-
ed to nurturing your mind, body, and spirit. The greatest gift 
to receive this holiday season would be the gift of healing.” 

Other ideas for self-care gifts include massage and body-
work, pedicures and manicures, a trip to the hairdresser, and 
spa treatments. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS
Creating a memorial gift at the Greene County Com-

munity Foundation is a meaningful way to honor a loved one 
while supporting a cause that matters. It allows you to cel-
ebrate their life and legacy, ensuring that their memory lives 
on through contributions that can make a difference in the 
community. You can donate to one of more than 60 funds or 
establish a new fund in a loved one’s name. Special funds can 
be created to handle tributes and memorials. Contributions 
may also be made to existing funds to honor a living person, 
memorialize deceased persons, or commemorate anniversa-
ries or other special events. Contact the CFGC office at 724-
627-2010 or visit cfgcpa.org for more information. 

Shopping local for holiday gifts is important – it supports 
your community and boosts the local economy. Local shops 
offer unique, handcrafted, and locally produced items that 
you won’t find in larger retail chains, making your gifts more 
meaningful. Shopping local also fosters a sense of community 
and connection, allowing you to engage with the people be-
hind the products. Additionally, when you choose to buy from 
nearby businesses, you help create jobs and keep money circu-
lating within your area.

Sock selection at Lippencott 
Alpacas. Riverrun Books & Prints
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