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There’s a ‘just-right’ size school right down the road.
BORN TO SOAR.

• A Metro Rate that’s lower than most PA in-state          
   tuition rates

• Quality, award-winning academic programs

• Close-to-home (less than an hour away)

• Access to outdoor adventures = 4 seasons of fun
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I  Love  this Community JANET PENNINGTON

By Colleen Nelson

The best way to catch up 
with Janet Pennington, I’m 
learning, is between meet-

ings. We’re sitting in one of the 
classrooms tucked into a corner of 
the brick and mortar sprawl that is 
Greene County Career Technol-
ogy Center. It’s half an hour be-
fore the monthly Joint Operating 
Committee (JOC) meeting, and 
we have our notebooks out for a 
pre-meeting/interview of our own.

CTC director Mark Krupa 
settles us in and says, “I hardly 
ever turn on the air conditioning. 
You can ask the students! Hope 
you don’t mind.” Pennington, 
now treasurer of the JOC, laughs. 
“When I started teaching, we 
didn’t know what air conditioning 
was!”

We’re here to talk about Pen-
nington’s over 50-year career of 
both advocating for and teach-
ing kids—and then their kids and 
grandkids—how to find their po-
tential. Ironically, or perhaps fit-

tingly, we’re discussing Pennington’s love of learning in the 
same place where her mother, Anna Powelko Burich, found 
her own potential, back when this career path was called Vo-
Tech.

For Pennington, a coal miner’s daughter who grew up in 
Penn Pitt, education of any kind is everything.

“I’ve always been an advocate for kids and learning. My 
mother had to quit school in ninth grade to take care of the 
family when her mother got ill. She told me she really hated 
missing those years of high school.” 

But Anna Powelko made up for it after getting married: 
she raised a family of four, got her GED, then enrolled in the 
first nursing class offered at Waynesburg Vo-Tech School, 
graduating as an LPN. Times were a-changing by the late 
1960s when her book-loving daughter graduated from Maple-
town High School, but there were still cultural norms to be 
reckoned with, Pennington points out. “Lucky for me that 
both my parents saw the value in educating a daughter at a 
time when people felt it was a waste of time and money. My 
two choices were to be a nurse or a teacher. I actually wanted 
to be a nun, but teacher won!”

When Pennington graduated with a degree in second-
ary English from California State College in 1972, she started 
teaching that fall in Monongalia County, WV schools in an 
uncertified area, with the promise of furthering her education 
to get her credentials. A month later, “I was offered a position 
as a Title I English Teacher in the Southeastern Greene School 

Janet Pennington is dedicated to advocating for education 
and helping kids find their potential. 

District and jumped at the opportunity to teach the subject 
that I loved.” 

For the next 37 years, Pennington would keep her prom-
ise to reach further, becoming certified in Elementary Educa-
tion, then pursuing a Master’s Degree as a K-12 Reading Spe-
cialist while raising her own family. (“Brad graduated from 
WVU with a degree in marketing and Joe got his BS and MS 
at Duquesne University and his doctorate in physical therapy 
at WVU,” she texts me later. Her only grandson Hayden is a 
sophomore at Waynesburg University majoring in Healthcare 
Management.) 

Each part of Pennington’s career has been a stepping-
stone that reflects the trust her community of parents, fellow 
teachers, and administrators have in her to carry forward 
great educational dreams with the times.

Another laugh. “When I retired from teaching in 2009, I 
was ready to stay involved, so I ran for school board and was 
elected. Now I’m serving on board with some of the students 
I taught in school!”

Pennington was also ready to go back to working as a 
reading interventionist in the Monongalia County schools. 
“People ask why I still teach at this stage of life. My answer is 
that I love helping students learn. Seeing a child finally get a 
concept is amazing. That light bulb moment always gets me!”

Krupa pops in to tell us that the board meeting is about 
to start. He and Pennington disappear down the hall, leav-
ing me with time to look over the letters of recommendation 
submitted when she was nominated, then inducted into the 
Allwein Society in April 2024. This prestigious state award 
program “recognizes school directors who advocate on behalf 
of public schools and students.” The eligibility requirements 
read like the story of Pennington’s life as a tireless advocate for 

what every student needs.
Fellow SESD board member Christine Spiker noted in 

her letter that Pennington kept up with educational advance-
ments by going to state and national school board leadership 
conferences. She also did countless ZOOM meetings during 
Covid, working through health and safety issues as schools 
geared up for 21st century learning and students returned to 
the classrooms.

“As a tribute to her leadership, Janet was nominated by 
Superintendent (Richard) Pekar as a leader in modern gov-
ernance,” a Diligent Corporation honoree of the Modern 100 
Community Boards, “supporting community leaders working 
for positive organizational change.“

As a member of the state board’s platform committee, 
Pennington helped draft proposals for education improve-
ments that delegates would present to the state general assem-
bly, then on to the governor and to the US Congress.

The results of that positive organizational change are 
clear when I join Pennington and other school district repre-
sentatives who make up the JOC for the public meeting and 
stay to chat afterwards.

This is Pennington’s first year to serve after being drafted 
by fellow Mapletown board members to support students 
from all districts who come here to build careers in the 21st 
century workplace.

“Our classes here are a great way for students to find out 
what they want to do, and what they don’t want to do,” Krupa 
points out. “What’s really great is some get paid through our 
apprenticeship programs while they’re still in school.”

In the end, when they find the right fit, whether it be 
auto collision and repair, automotive technology, building 
construction, computer networking, cosmetology, culinary 

arts, emergency and medical services, electrical occupations, 
health assistants, precision machining, or welding fabrication, 
the students graduate ready to further their education in their 
area or go directly into the workforce.

“When I got here 12 years ago, we had trouble placing 
students. Now employers are coming to us, begging for work-
ers. We could place more kids than we have.”

Moving into future jobs is also on track with CTC Eats, 
a newly acquired, student-run “classroom on wheels” food 
truck. The truck will be on the road this summer, giving culi-
nary arts students a chance to learn to cook on-the-go goodies 
while learning the entrepreneurial skills of running a business. 

Krupa also notes that for the last few years, Fox Ford 
and Ford Motor Company have supported future automotive 
workers by encouraging students to enroll in the Ford Asset 
Program. This program gives students a chance to work at the 
local Ford dealership where they can earn college credits and 
eventually become Ford master mechanics.

Pennington admits she’s more than a bit excited that 
Mapletown graduate Joel Menear is receiving a scholarship to 
play esports at Waynesburg University. “I presented the idea 
of an esports team to the board after attending a conference 
in Philadelphia.” 

Digital game playing has grown into a global electronic 
sports industry that teaches the essential skills of teamwork, 
strategic thinking, and digital literacy, all needed in the 21st 
century workplace. “Joel will major in Sports Announcing 
and his game is Rocket League. Dr. Chris Davis, Waynesburg 
University Esports Director and Head Coach will present Joel 
with his WU Esports jersey at the (Mapletown) senior awards 
ceremony on May 24. I’m so proud of him!”
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By Colleen Nelson
Public Service Profile

COLBY’S STARS FOUNDATION

The trailer parked in the driveway of the 
Simkovic home on Bedilion Road in 
Waynesburg is wrapped in all things 

#ColbyStrong. The words “BE LIKE COL-
BY” frame one side of the smiling image of 
Colby Simkovic (September 20, 2001–March 
7, 2021), forever 19 and ready to cheerlead 
another season of fun and games with plenty 
of muddy moments. To his left is a rambunc-
tious image of an ATV with “Ridin’ 4 A Leg-
end—Offroad Benefit Ride” That event logo 
sits above the bold orange letters spelling out 
the heart and soul of Colby’s Stars Founda-
tion: “Assisting others in their battle against 
cancer since 2010.”

But more to the point today when I come 
to visit is the logo below those letters, showing 
a ball being kicked high over the words “Kick-
ing Cancer’s Butt—Kickball Tournament.”

“This is our Eighth Annual Kickball 
Tournament,” Colby’s mom Carrie Bedilion 
Simkovic tells me. She’s taking a break from 
her in-home salon Addictive Hair Design to 
do more prep work. She’s helping husband 
Jerry and daughter Morgan, 26, pack up the 
trailer for two days of fun, games, fireworks, 
live music, good food and plenty of raffles on 
May 17-18 that will happen, rain or shine, at 
Rices Landing Athletic Club’s fields.

Friday kickball is all kids’ day, with teams 
in two-year brackets from first to 8th grade, 
Carrie explains, including a kindergarten 
bracket. (Kickball, originally a playground 
game, is the way most kids learn the rules of 
baseball, by kicking an inflated ball instead of 
batting and only using hands to throw each 
other out.)

On Saturday, high school and adult 
teams gather for a day of fast and furious 
twenty-minute games as they vie for the an-
nual Colby Cup: “The last team standing is 
the winner!”

This yearly fundraiser is one of the ways 

the Bedilion and Simkovic families have 
found to pay it forward to those who stood by 
them both financially and emotionally when 
eight-year-old Colby was diagnosed with a 
rare brain tumor in 2010.

Carrie remembers the months of staying 
over for intensive treatment at St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital after Colby’s diagno-
sis. Husband Jerry stayed home with daugh-
ter Morgan to maintain the normal family life 
Colby thrived in and lived the life of a normal 
kid.

As the initial cancer was destroyed, the 
family started the Colby’s Stars Foundation 
and began doing events to raise money to 
help others facing the day-to-day challenges 
they faced and overcame—with a little help 
from their friends.

“Colby was so proud of his foundation. 
He’d give bracelets to his medical staff when 
he was ready to go home. We could never do 
what we do without the people who volunteer 
to help out. We’ve raised well over $500,000 
and have helped more than 75 people in the 
tri-county area with what they need. Espe-
cially kids. We get them what they need: a 
laptop for learning at home, gas cards, help 
with bills, trips, equipment. We even got one 
family a van. No one should have to face fi-
nancial problems when these things happen.”

For a kid who loved to play outside, 
make things with his hands and not afraid of a 
little mud, kickball seemed to be a perfect fit.

Carrie is all smiles. “We were trying to 
think of something and my friend Julie Ven-
ick said, ‘Let’s do kickball!’ It usually rains, 
and it’s an ugly, dirty slip and slide. We call it 
Colby’s Rain Day. The teams bring tents and 
it’s 50 acres of fun!”

Colby’s Stars has found other ways to 
carry Colby’s spirit of kindness, generosity 
and perseverance that carried him through 
when a secondary cancer from his treat-

Carrie Bedilion and daughter Morgan stand in front of the Colby’s 
Stars trailer, wrapped in all things #ColbyStrong.

ments nine years before occurred in 2019. 
He graduated Jefferson Morgan as a superior 
marksman on the rifle team and earned his 
CD license at CGCTC. He hunted antelope in 
Montana and mule deer in Oregon and con-
tinued to be his own loving, positive self to all 
who knew him.

Carrie remembers the lines of students 
who came to pay their respects and the inspi-
ration she found in the two shy boys who told 
her, “Colby was our friend. He always stuck 
up for us.”

The Be Like Colby Award now honors a 
graduating student from each school district, 
including GCCTC, who exemplifies Colby’s 
traits: “compassionate, non-judgmental, 
hardworking, fun loving, genuine, always 
positive and selflessness.” Teachers observe 
students throughout the year. The students 
do not know they are being singled out until 
awards night.

“Every student who is chosen gets at 

least a $1000 award.”
The 4th Annual Be Like Colby fundrais-

er Ridin’ for a Legend, is a fun, muddy off-
road day on 4-wheelers and side by sides. It 
will be held August 24, and the money raised 
will go to the 2025 Be Like Colby Awards.

For more information, including how 
to nominate a child for recipient help, email 
or go online: colbysstarsfoundation@wind-
stream.net, or www.colbysstarsfoundation.
org. Or call Colby’s mom at 724-998-5116.
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Going Greene :
By Matthew Cumberledge, GCHS ExECutivE DirECtor

GARARDS FORT CEMETERY: AN INTERESTING WALK

Greene Artifacts
DIETZ PIONEER LANTERN

By Matthew Cumberledge, GCHS ExECutivE DirECtor

As far as the length of human history 
goes, electrical lighting is relatively 
new. However, the need to light up 

the world is far from new. Even after the 
electric light was invented, it took a while 
for it to be commonplace everywhere. In 
rural places, like Greene County, it took 
much longer to get the basic infrastructure. 
Gas lighting was popular for a long time, 
but nothing beat the cost, simplicity, and 
comparative safety of kerosene.

Ignacy Lukasiewicz invented the first 
kerosene lamp in 1856. Lukasiewicz was 
a Polish pharmacist, engineer, entrepre-
neur, inventor, and philanthropist. In 1859, 
brothers Robert and Michael Dietz patent-
ed a flat wick burner that revolutionized 
the kerosene lighting industry.

At age 22 in 1840, Robert Dietz pur-
chased a lamp and oil business in Brook-
lyn, New York. That business became the R. 
E. Dietz Company; it still exists to this very 
day. The R. E. Dietz Company started out 
making different kinds of lamps, but when 
the Dietz Kerosene Burner was introduced 
in 1859, their production shifted towards 
lanterns.

It’s a safe bet that al-
most everyone has seen or 
used a Dietz lantern in their 
life. They became the stan-
dard in the lantern industry, 
and the R. E. Dietz Com-
pany eventually bought out 
most of their competitors.

Starting about 1899 or 
1900, the R. E. Dietz Com-
pany began producing the 
Blizzard and Monarch Lan-
terns. Both models proved 
very successful. They are still 
made to this day and made 
in a way that is largely un-
changed from their original 
design.

Another model made 
for a period starting in the 
late 1880s through the 1930s 
was the Dietz Pioneer Lan-
tern. That is the artifact we 
are showcasing this month. 
The Pioneer was a very large 
lantern, took a two-inch 
wide wick, and came in two 

different styles: one was mounted on a pole 
and used as a streetlight, the other was a 
hanging style lantern also used for outdoor 
lighting.

This Dietz Pioneer Lantern dates to 
the very early 1900s, likely somewhere be-
tween 1900 and 1915, and it was originally 
used in Phillipi, WV. Its original owner was 
Ervin Tenney, and a letter from Mr. Tenney 
and the R. E. Dietz Company from 1961 
accompanies this lantern. In the letter, Mr. 
Tenney is looking for replacement parts 
for the lantern; it seems the lantern globe 
was broken. Unfortunately, he was unable 
to gain the parts he needed from Dietz. In 
the reply, he was told they stopped mak-
ing parts for that model of lantern some 30 
years ago.

Luckily, Mr. Tenney did eventually 
find and install a replacement globe for 
this lantern, and this lantern still works to 
this day!

Want to see more cool artifacts like 
this? Check out the Greene County His-
torical Society Museum! You Find them on 
Facebook!

Garards Fort is a small community in 
Greene Township that dates to the 
days of the early Western frontier. 

The village takes its name from a pioneer-era 
fort that played a role in the frontier defenses 
of the area in the years leading up to the Rev-
olutionary War.

This area was also one of the first to be 
settled. Folks were living here as early as the 
1760s, long before Greene County was estab-
lished, and before the concept of the United 
States had fully been realized.

Tucked away up a short lane that leads 
off Garards Fort Road and marked by a sign 
that is always decorated with flags is the Gara-
rds Fort Cemetery. Generally considered the 
oldest cemetery in the county, this site stands 
as a testimony to the early history of Greene 
County and the region.

It’s worth a walk through Garards Fort 
Cemetery, also sometimes known as Goshen 
Cemetery or Goshen Baptist Church Cem-
etery or for its affiliation with the Corbly 
family. The Reverend John Corbly played an 
integral role in the Whiskey Rebellion. He is 
known for the Indian attack on his family in 
1782. His grave, and the graves of his family, 
are near the southwest corner of the cemetery.

The Corbly graves are in the oldest part 
of the cemetery, and that section is perhaps 
the most interesting section to walk through. 
There you will find a wide variety of stones: 
some professionally carved, others lovingly 
carved by hand by loved ones of the de-
ceased. Be careful walking around this sec-
tion—many of these small handmade mark-
ers are low to the ground. Some markers bear 
interesting and beautifully carved, yet simple, 
inscriptions.

Unfortunately, many stones were lost to 
time, having sunk into the ground, or fallen 
over. In 1975, Dorothy and James Hennen 
made a record of the cemetery (Volume 8, 
Cemetery Records of Greene County Pennsyl-
vania, published by Cornerstone Genealogi-
cal Society). In that they quote a much older, 
but undated, record that gives information 
for a Livengood burial marked by a simple 
fieldstone marker with a date of death in 
1766. However, the Hennens were unable to 
locate this marker.

As you move east through the cemetery, 
the graves get younger and younger. There 
is also a newer section in the northernmost 
part of the cemetery. Many veterans from the 
Revolutionary War onward are buried here, 

and each year volun-
teers and members of 
the community put 
fresh flags on all the 
veterans’ graves, an 
exquisite and hum-
bling sight.

If you have the 
time to do so, get a 
copy of Bates 1888 
History of Greene 
County Pennsylva-
nia (available for a 
low price at both the 
Greene County His-
torical Society and 
Cornerstone Ge-
nealogy) or for free 
online via Google 
Books. Look at the 
biographical section 
for Greene Township 
and see how many 
of the folks you can 
find in the cemetery. 
Study on their lives 
and times for just a 
little while.

2.7 L V6 Ecoboost
Oxford White Exterior
Reverse Sensing System & Rear View Camera
12" Productivity Screen w/ Message Center
Class IV Trailer Hitch w/ Smart Trailer Town Connector

TRUCK GIVEAWAY
CHANCE TO WIN:

NEW 2024 
FORD-150 STX

$25 
PER TICKET

SPONSORED BY:

TRUCK SPECS:

DRAWN ON SEPTEMBER 30, 2024
with the 7:00 PM PA Pick 4 Number (no wild ball numbers)

TICKETS ON SALE  STARTING JUNE 15
ONLINE OR AT GREENE COUNTY UNITED WAY

www.GreeneCountyUnitedWay.org/TruckGiveaway

A beautifully carved handmade stone at 
Garards Fort Cemetery
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Colby’s Stars Foundation 
Kickball Tournament

Mid-May, the 8th Annual Kicking Cancers Butt kickball 
tournament was held and was a huge success. There were 42 
adult teams on Saturday, with 160 games played that day. The 
final game saw “Kickin It 4 Hillsman” taking home the Colby’s 
Cup.  There were 37 youth teams on Friday, in five different 
age brackets, with 140 games total played. The event raised 
over $86,000 this year. 

Mason-Dixon Ramp Dinner
The last weekend of April, ramp enthusiasts of all ages 

gathered to enjoy a ramp dinner in the red barn, while others 
perused the vendors lining the park lawn outside. The deli-
cious dinner started at 9am, and ramp-infused items such as 
scrambled eggs with ramps, poatores with ramps, suasage bis-
cuits and gravy, ramp wontons, ramp deviled eggs, ham and 
bean soup, ham, and wide spread of desserts. There were even 
ramp cupcakes for dessert. Outside, vendors had a variety 

of handmade items, inlcuding ramp bread, ramporoni rolls, 
ramp dip, ramp lollipops, and more. 

GCHS Museum Opening Day
The Greene County Historical Society held its annual 

Opening Day event at the end of April. The museum was open 
for tours, and the public could visit the Civil War encamp-
ment, watch Civil War reenactments, visit the Revolutionary 
War tavern, peruse the historic documents on display, and 
check out various demonstrations scattered throughout the 
grounds. Admission for the event was free. 

Curtain Call for Edward Powers
Waynesburg University Professor Edward L. Powers was 

treated to an unexpected retirement celebration on Saturday, 
May 5. The longtime Professor of Theatre and Stage Director 
officially retired at the end of the Spring 2024 semester, and 
over 70 of his former students and colleagues came together 
to celebrate his 24 years of service to the university. Originally 

believing he was going to dinner with members of the Fine 
Arts Department Faculty, Powers was shocked to find mul-
tiple generations of the WU Players Theatre program alumni 

Recent Events in Greene & Nearby

Edward Powers farewell party Colby’s Stars kickball tournament GCHS Opening Day

Mason-Dixon Ramp Dinner
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and close friends had gathered to honor the beloved instruc-
tor, some of which traveled from Maryland and New Jersey, to 
say goodbye and to wish him well on his next chapter in life. 

Powers directed 100 shows during his career at WU, 
and Department Chair Andrew Heisey and his team 
wanted to send him off with one final surprise get-
together that he’d never forget. He was treated with 
cake, former students sharing stories about 
their time with him, a video recapping his 
past productions and adventures, and 
several gifts, including a custom-made 
bobble-head of his own likeness 
and dedication plaques. 

 A native of Clarksville, 
TN, Powers will be return-
ing to his hometown 
later in the summer 
of 2024, but in-
sists that even 
though his career 
at the university has 
now come to an end, 
that the show must go on 
and hopes to continue acting 
and directing for years to come. 

Flashlight Drags 
The sun was shining brightly, with a 

few sparse clouds rolling by and an occasion-
al warm breeze blowing through and, with no 
chance of precipitation, the cars and drivers started 
cruising in for opening day of the Flashlight Drags.

According to event manager, Dave “Buzz” Cognetti, 
over 190 drivers and vehicles registered for opening day on 
Sunday, May 19. The event stems from an early idea to pro-
vide a venue where drivers can burn some tires and race with 
a buddy in a safe place without risking jail time! The Greene 
County Airport provides a safe place, and the folks show up. 
There are food vendors, music, and fun for the whole family.

Racing starts with a “flashlight” signal, much like the 

early days of rebel 
drag racing. After 

getting the signal, the 
hot rods, rat rods, trucks, 

cars, and almost anything on 
wheels race for 660 feet or 1/8 

mile before the left lane or right lane 
is declared a winner!

Brian Sypin, from Clarksville, says, 
“The Flashlight Drags holds a special place 

in my heart. I’ve been supporting it since its 
first race in Waynesburg. I go out and have a blast 

there, win or lose!” Brian, who is also the Assistant 
Chief for the Clarksville VFD, was having quite a time 

racing on Sunday, and landed in the Top 4 for the day. His 
car was “tuned in,” and he had an excellent shot at being vic-
torious, but on his last run, something happened to the car, 
and it ended up finding its way to the parking lot. He initially 
thought that the car “pushed a head gasket,” but, fortunately, 
it turned out to be “a $5 coolant hose fitting!” Brian says, “we 
build them, break them, and then fix them. It’s just the rule 

of this hobby.”
The next date scheduled for Flashlight Drags is Sunday, 

June 23. Registration gates open at noon and racing is from 
2-6pm. So, bring your car or your truck, and bring out the 
entire family for an exciting day. It’s not about WIN or LOSE, 
the focus is on the FUN!

Clean Up at Dreamer Park
On a sunny spring day, volunteers and students from 

Speiro Academy in Martins Ferry, Ohio, came to Dreamer 
Park with a mission - to clean it up in time for Memorial 
Day. The students and adults cut the cras, planted flowers, 
spread mulch, cleaned monuments, placed stones, and even 
repainted the Dreamer Park sign. On a different day, the Pa-
triot Dream Riders Association came and placed flags. The 
volunteers will be returning to the park on June 14, July 3, 
and August 13, and before Labor Day if you are interested in 
assisting. Read more about the cleanup effort in an upcoming 
issue of the GreeneScene!

Flashlight Drags

Dreamer Park Cleanup



 14  15GreeneScene Community Magazine  •  JUNE 2024 JUNE 2024  •  GreeneScene Community Magazine

West Greene Lions Club Recognizes 
Outstanding Students

The West Greene Area Lions Club recently honored  these outstanding students with a dinner, 
certificate, and Amazon gift card.

Allexis Berdine is the daughter of Hoyt and 
Stacy Berdine of New Freeport.  She is a member 
of the Science Club, Peer Mentoring Program, 
Calculus Club, Student Government, FFA, and 
National Honor Society.  She is currently the 
Vice President of the West Greene FFA and also 
the treasurer of the class of 2024.  Allexis is a 
two-year letterman of the volleyball team, where 
she was the setter and was selected by the team 
as the team leader.  She is a four year letterman of 
the rifle team, in which she has been the captain 
for the past two years.  Allexis has participated 
in the local 4-H programs for ten years.  She is 
currently the president of the 4-H Market Steer 
Club. Throughout high school, she has volun-
teered over 70 hours doing community service, 
which included working at car washes to benefit 

the Humane Society, delivering poinsettia and Christmas cards to local nursing homes, and working 
at bake sales benefitting the Greene County Guard.  Allexis plans on attending a four year university 
majoring in Civil Engineering.

Seth Burns is the son of Nyle and Scarlett Burns of Graysville.  Some of Seth’s clubs, activities and 
awards include: Peer Mentoring, FFA, National Honor Society, Science Club, Varsity Football, Varsity 
Wrestling, Captain of the wrestling team, four year letterman in football and wrestling, Best Tackler 
Award, Scholar Athlete Award, Greenesports Athlete of the Week, All Greene County Award for both 
football and wrestling, Most Valuable Wrestler Award, Academic Achievement Award, American 
Citizen Award, Unsung Hero Award, Tri-County South All Conference Award, Tri-County Scholar 
Athlete Award, Keystone State FFA Degree, placed 5th at TRICADA Wrestling Tournament, placed 
5th at Sections, placed 8th at WPIAL, and qualified for Regionals. He completed community service 
hours for the Richhill Agricultural Society, Jacktown Fairgrounds, WG Little League Football, For the 
Love of Dance, WG Wrestling Boosters, IndividualService Learning Project, UPMC Hillman Cancer 
Center, Used to be Yours Thrift Shop, WG Volleyball Boosters, Respi Center Personal Care Home and 
Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA.  Seth’s future plans include attending a Technical 
School for further education in the industrial trade of Heavy Equipment Technician.

Brian Andrew Jackson is the son of Brian and Crystal Jackson of Waynesburg.  Brian Andrew’s 
extra curricular activities include:  Varsity Football and captain his senior year,  National Honor 
Society and Vice-President during his senior year, Wrestling, Track and Field, Science Club and Vice 
President in grade 12, FFA, Calculus Club, International Club, Pep-rally Planning Committee, SADD 
Program, and Student Government, in which he was the Class President grades 9-12.  Brian Andrew’s 
community based activities and community service include:  attends Willow Grove Baptist Church, 
Little League Volunteer Part-Time Coach in grade 10, Little League Football Announcer, Book Drive 
Volunteer, and Car Wash Volunteer to benefit the Humane Society.  His future plans are to attend 
Messiah University majoring in History, to become a teacher, like his Dad.

Dylan Wilson is the son of William and Vicki Wilson of Graysville.  Dylan attends CTC for 
Culinary Arts, and belongs to Family, Carer and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), Skills 
USA, Interact, National Honor Society, and the Culinary Arts Club.  He is the President of his FC-
CLA Chapter, the Interact Chapter, and the Culinary Arts Club.  Dylan is the voting delegate of 
Skills USA.  He has been awarded a sizable amount of scholarship money along with many academic 
awards.  They include American Citizenship Award, Academic Letter, Fifth Place Accolades, and will 
be a speaker at the CTC Graduation.  Dylan volunteers at Erin’s Cafe Soup Kitchen in Waynesburg 
and has also volunteered at numerous CTC events such as: Mardi Gras at St. Marcellus Church, The 
Christmas Buffet, and the Rotary Gala, to name a few.  Dylan’s future plans are to attend Westmore-
land Community College completing a Culinary Arts Apprenticeship.  

William (Billy) Witlatch is the son of William Whitlatch of Wind Ridge.  Billy has been on the 
honor roll for four years.  Other honors include being the President of the Science Club, Captain of 
the Football Team, 4 Year Letterman in Football, and he was chosen as McCracken Pharmacy Player 
of the Week.  Billy’s future plans are to go to Belmont College to study HVAC (heating, ventilation, 
and air conditioning).

Greene County Fair Queen Donates $3000 
to Greene County Fair Board

The Greene County Commissioners and the Fairboard would like to extend a sincere apprecia-
tion to 2023 Fair Queen Adysan Kern for her $3,000.00 dollar donation to the Fairboard, this dona-
tion will assist with the Arena Barn Sound System for the week of the Greene County Fair. Adysan 
organized and held a Spaghetti Fundraiser to make this donation. ...continued on page 16.
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...continued from page 15.

Conservation District Contest Winners
In honor of Conservation District Week, April 28-May 4th, the Greene County Conservation District announces 

winners of their annual poster contest that was open to all Greene County students in kindergarten through the eighth 
grade. The contest highlighted the National Association of Conservation District’s 2024 theme, “May the Forest be 
With You Always.”

Twenty-one students from across the county participated in the contest. Contests like this promote interest in 
the environment, sciences, arts, and other disciplines. Each first-place winners’ posters will automatically be entered 
into the statewide contest held by the Pennsylvania Asso-
ciation of Conservation Districts. Winning posters were 
awarded cash prizes for participation in the amount of 
$100 first place, $75 second place and $50 for third place. 
Congratulations to all winners and thank you to all par-
ticipants.

In the 7th – 8th grade category, the winners were:
• 1st Place – Ava Dialesandro, CGSD Junior 

High School
• 2nd Place –Brielle Whipkey, CGSD Junior 

High School
• 3rd Place –Layla Crouse, CGSD Junior High 

School
In the 4th – 6th grade category, the winners were:

• 1st Place –Payton Duncan, PA Distance 
Learning Charter School

• 2nd Place –Julianna Kirsch, Waynesburg 
Central Elementary School

• 3rd Place –Chloe Shaffer, Waynesburg Cen-
tral Elementary School

In the 2nd- 3rd grade category, the winners were:
• 1st Place –Landon Simpson, Waynesburg 

Central Elementary School
• 2nd Place—Grant Patton, West Greene El-

ementary School
• 3rd Place – Elodie McGowan, Waynesburg 

Central Elementary School
In the K-1st grade category, the winners were:

• 1st Place—Kaelyn Duncan, PA Distance 
Learning Charter School

• 2nd Place –Ella Patton, Waynesburg Central 
Elementary School

• 3rd Place – August McGowan, Waynesburg 
Central Elementary School

The Greene County Conservation District also an-
nounced the winners of their annual coloring contest that 
was open to pre-k students within Greene County. The 
contest is promoted to introduce children to soil and wa-
ter conservation and the importance of healthy soils and 
clean water. This year a total 74 entries were received by 
the district. Each of the three winners received a new bi-
cycle and helmet compliments of the Conservation Dis-
trict. Congratulations to all winners and thank you to all 
participants.

Madisyn Shay, age 5, parents Matthew and Lindsay Shay.
Jackson Argyle, age 5, parents Ryan and Nicole Argyle.
Addison Wilson, age 4, parents Gary and Courtney Wilson.

CFGC Awards $2,000 to Greene 
County Human Services Early In-

tervention Program
The Community Foundation of Greene County is pleased to announce 

it has awarded $2,000 to Greene County Human Services Early Intervention 
Program from the James and Jackie Campbell Family Fund to host the Night 
at the Barnyard on June 20, 2024 at the Greene County Fairgrounds. 

Lauren Chambers, Greene County Early Intervention Administrator, 
said, “We are excited to host, Night at the Barnyard, for the 2nd year with 
the generous support from the Jamie and Jackie Campbell Family Fund. 
Night at the Barnyard is a fun filled night for families and children of all 
ages. Barnyard Petting Zoo of Eighty Four, PA will bring a variety of both, 
domestic and exotic animals for children to interact with, including, hand 
feeding, bottle feeding, cuddles and pictures. All free to the community!” 

The Early Intervention Program provides developmental and educa-
tional services to Greene County children younger than three years old who 
have development delays. These services are offered at NO COST to all cli-
ents, regardless of the family’s income. Children qualify based on the results 
of a full developmental assessment. Following the development of an Indi-
vidual Family Service Plan (IFSP). Sessions are provided at the convenience 
of the family in the child’s home or day care setting. 

The Community Foundation of Greene County (CFGC), a private, 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization founded in 2000, is the central philan-
thropic vehicle in Greene County for donations of various types and sizes. 
CFGC currently manages over $8 million in assets through more than 100 
different endowed and restricted funds. 

For more information about the Community Foundation of Greene 
County, view our website at www.cfgcpa.org. Contact us by email at cfgc-
pa@gmail.com or call 724-627-2010.

Conservation District Announces 
Envirothon Winners

The 36th annual Greene County Envirothon competition was held at Hunt-
ing Hills on Wednesday, April 17th. Sixty high school students from Greene 
County’s four school districts competed in this year’s event.

At the Envirothon, five-member teams participate in a series of field station 
tests that focus on five topic areas – soils and land use, forestry, wildlife, aquatic 
ecology, and environmental issues. The theme for the 2024 event was “Renew-
able Energy for a Sustainable Future.” ...continued on page 18.
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...continued from page 16.

Carmichaels Team # 1 won this year’s competition with a score of 439.5 points out of a possible 
500. Team members Alex Lawrence, Hayden Yeager, Allie Miller, Faith Willis, and Emma Bates, with 
team advisor Kevin Willis. The team will represent Greene County at the PA Envirothon. The 2024 
PA Envirothon will be held at Camp Mt. Luther, Mifflinburg, PA on May 22nd.

Second Place was Mapletown Coal Cowboys who earned 361 points and consisted of Nicole 
Barrera, MaKenna Lotspeich, Hannah Knutsen, Alexis Perry and Erin Richmond and their advisor 
Amber Burkett.

The third-place team was Carmichaels High School Team # 3 who earned 321.5 points, which 
included Katelynn Schoenfeldt, Isiah Currey, James Caffrey-Bauman, Daniel Hetrick, Stephen Lewis 
and advisor Kevin Willis.

The Greene County Envirothon is organized each year by the Greene County Conservation 
District and is funded through donations and grants from various businesses, agencies, and individ-
uals. Thank you to the following that improved our competition – EQT Foundation, Sheetz, Greene 
Team Pellet Fuel Company, LLC, Hunting Hills, Bankson Engineers, First Federal of Greene County, 

T&B Excavating, Iron Senergy, and Community Foundation of Greene County.
Each student on the first-place team secured a $500 college scholarship funded by donations 

from donors and the Greene County Conservation District.
In addition to the continued financial support of sponsors, other partners that made the event 

successful include Greene County Commissioners Jared Edgreen, Betsy McClure, and Blair Zim-
merman; Russell Gibbs, PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Bureau of Forestry; 
Brandon Bonin and Zack Hay, PA Game Commission, Christine Phillips of PA Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, Mike Davis of EQT and Greene County Development Office Jeremy Kelly and 
Kyle Lamb. The Conservation District would sincerely like to thank Roy, Sally, Raz and Johnna Sisler 
for the use of their facility at Hunting Hills for the day.

For more information on the Greene County Envirothon, call the Greene County Conservation 
District at 724-852-5278.

CFGC Awards $2,000 Awards $36,720 to 
Growing Up Greene

The Community Foundation of Greene County is pleased to announce it has awarded 
$36,720 to Growing Up Greene from the James and Jackie Campbell Family Fund to assist with 

the purchase of supplies for the 2024 Winter Gear Distribution event which will be held in December, 
and to assist with administrative and training costs. 

Growing Up Greene was born from the need for greater child-centered charitable work in 
Greene County. Their volunteer Child Advocates, board members, and staff are dedicated to serving 
children and families inside and outside of the child-welfare system, while maintaining the confiden-
tiality of those same children and families. 

Their Mission Statement: Growing Up Greene is committed to protecting Greene County’s 
most important resource: its children. Their innovative child-welfare programming, expanding on 
time-tested, volunteer-led advocacy, provides real and positive results to the children and families 
they serve. They strive to reduce the impact and severity of childhood traumas, leading to healthier 
and happier local communities. 

From their volunteer Child Advocates, to their new Emergency Overnight Housing program, 
and more initiatives being launched soon, Growing Up Greene stands ready to assist their child-
welfare partners in caring for children and strengthening the families they all serve. “We can do so 
much more when we all work together.” 

“The Campbell Family Fund and the Community Foundation of Greene County are making an 
incredible investment in the health of local families.” said Aaron Houser, Executive Director of Grow-
ing Up Greene. “Children learn from the examples they see in their communities, and we all want to 
help the next generation reach further than they could have imagined.” 

The Community Foundation of Greene County (CFGC), a private, non-profit 501(c)(3) or-
ganization founded in 2000, is the central philanthropic vehicle in Greene County for donations of 
various types and siz-
es. CFGC currently 
manages over $8 mil-
lion in assets through 
more than 100 dif-
ferent endowed and 
restricted funds. 

For more in-
formation about the 
Community Founda-
tion of Greene Coun-
ty, view our website 
at www.cfgcpa.org. 
Contact us by email 
at cfgcpa@,gmail.
com or call 724-627-
2010.

1st Place - Carmichaels Team #1

2nd Place - Mapletown Coal Cowboys

3rd Place - Carmichaels Team #3
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ATTENTION PARENTS AND 
COACHES!

Do you know of an achievement in sports and 
would like to see it shared in Hometown Heri-

tage? Email it to: sports@directresults.us.

Intentional  Walks By Bret Moore

Greene County’s Own Moonlight Graham
Bret Moore is the Director of Recreation for Greene County. He 
taught English and coached multiple sports at McGuffey High School 
for thirty years. He is also the author of Rough and Ungentlemanly 
Tactics, a two- volume history of sports in Greene County, available 
at Direct Results and McCracken Pharmacy.In the 1989 film Field of Dreams, Burt Lancaster plays the 

pivotal character Moonlight Graham. In the novel Shoe-
less Joe, upon which the movie is based, author W.P. Kin-

sella captured the complex frustrations of a man who came 
achingly close to achieving a dream to play in a major league 
baseball game.  The real-life Moon Light Graham played the 
top half of the ninth inning for the New York Giants on June 
29, 1905. He played right field without recording a putout or 
assist. The game ended with him on deck awaiting his only 
shot to enter the record books. 

According to the Society for American Baseball Research 
(SABR), approximately 2,200 players have had similar experi-
ences to Moonlight Graham. One such player is Stan “Stush” 
Ferek of Carmichaels. When I wrote my book on the history 
of sports in Greene County, I missed Ferek as an actual major 
leaguer for two reasons. First, although he was a longtime res-
ident of Carmichaels, he was born in the Fayette County coal-
patch of Keisterville. Therefore, he wasn’t listed as a Greene 
County native.  More importantly, he was not recorded as 
a major leaguer due to circumstances that make Moonlight 
Graham seem lucky.

After graduating high school in 1940 at the age of 17, Fe-
rek pitched for Keister against grown men in the highly com-
petitive Big 10 coal mine league. He was a 6’1”, 180-pound 

lefthander with a devastating curve ball. In 1941, he tore 
through the league, posting a 35-0 record, which captured 
the attention of several scouts. His only loss that season was 
against the legendary Homestead Grays in a barnstorming 
exhibition at South Union Stadium. The Tigers and Pirates 
both offered him contracts, and he chose to sign with the lo-
cal team. 

The following season, he reported to the Pirates’ Class 
D affiliate the Oil City Oilers of the Pennsylvania State As-
sociation. His contract was for $500 and free room and board.  
After posting a winning record that year, promotion seemed 
inevitable. However, Ferek did what many young men of that 
era did. He answered a higher calling and enlisted in the Ma-
rines the day after the last game of the season.  No doubt, the 
selflessness of that generation is enshrined in our history and 
may never be witnessed again. 

 He spent the next four years of his prime athletic life 
in the Pacific, island hopping and participating in historic 
battles. He took part in the invasion of the Marshall Islands, 
Saipan (where he was wounded in the knee and finger), Tin-
ian, and Iwo Jima. He was also in Japan after the surrender.  
Ferek performed his duties with the same stoic resolve men of 
his generation assumed were part of the covenant of being an 
American. According to his son, Ron Ferek, his father never 

complained about the missed baseball 
opportunities. In characteristic fashion, 
the war-time tales of glory were never 
part of their family lore. In fact, they re-
mained obscured until a trove of pho-
tos emerged from “Stush’s” attic after 
his death. One of those grainy photos 
was of the actual flag raising ceremony 
at Iwo Jima.

Before the Island campaign began, 
the troops were training and awaiting 
deployment in Hawaii. Baseball was 
one of the rare entertainments available 
to the soldiers and the locals. Thou-
sands of spectators would turn out 
to watch teams representing various 
branches of the service face off against 
one another. The level of competition 
was intense given the quality of the 
players.  A Honolulu sporting goods 
store sponsored the Williams Equip-
ment Player of the Week Award. In 
early March, Ferek received the award 
after tossing a no-hitter against a Coast 

Guard team. A month later, a guy named Joe DiMaggio won 
the same award. In July, Dodger legend and Hall of Famer Pee 
Wee Reese was the recipient. 

After the war, Ferek returned to the Pirates farm sys-
tem in 1946 and worked his way up from Class B Selma to 
AAA Indianapolis in only two seasons. In spring training of 
1947, he had a tremendous outing against the Yankees. He 
impressed all-star Frankie Gustine and his camp roommate 
Danny Murtaugh with his tenacity when he drilled several 
Bronx Bombers and pitched 10 strong innings against starters 
during the exhibition game. He and Murtaugh would become 
life-long friends. 

Ferek made the 1948 opening day roster, but had devel-
oped elbow trouble after his extensive use again during spring 
training. In June, the Pirates finally sent him to Johns Hopkins 
Hospital in Baltimore for surgery. However, a nerve was par-
tially severed, and he was never the same. He tried an unsuc-
cessful rehab assignment back at Indianapolis. The following 
year, the team sent him back to A ball in Albany. However, 
after a couple of tough starts, he decided to retire. 

He returned to Carmichaels and opened an Atlantic 
Service station in 1951 with the help of the Pirates. Atlantic 
Refining had been a long-time sponsor of the Bucs. Murtaugh 
and a group of his old Pirate buddies showed up to promote 
the grand opening. 

Always a good hitter, Ferek ended up playing first base 
for the Nemacolin team in the Big 10 league. He was elected to 
that league’s hall of fame in 1971. He remained involved in the 
game by coaching the Carmichaels legion teams in the 1960s. 
However, Ferek’s first love (after his wife Blanche) was play-
ing trumpet and leading his renowned polka band, Stush and 
the Boys, for a quarter century at various wedding and party 
venues around the area.       

In Field of Dreams, Kevin Costner’s character asks 
Moonlight Graham how he can live with the “tragedy” of not 
fulfilling his dream to bat in the major leagues. Graham re-
plies it would have been a “tragedy’ for him not to become a 
doctor. The other thing was just an unfulfilled wish. The depth 
of understanding and maturity of that character’s response is 
emblematic of Stush Ferek’s generation. A generation that 
knew that family, friends, community, and country are the 
truly important things.    

Stush Ferek (top right) on his Marine 
team during World War II.
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Mason Lapana is the son of Nick and Valerie Lap-
ana of Carmichaels. He was a four-year letterman 
for the Mikes’s golf team and named a GCADA fall 
athlete. Mason also plays on the varsity baseball 
team. In school, Mason is a member of the National 
Honor Society, as well as the Leo, chess, chemistry, 
Spanish and ski clubs. He is also a member of the 
E-Sports team, Mikes’ Nation Live broadcasting 
crew, Big Brother Big Sister, Junior Achievement 
of Westen Pennsylvania, Academic League and 
the Home Town Hi Q Team. Mason enjoys fishing, 
archery, hunting and is a member of the Greene 
Valley Presbyterian Church in Carmichaels. He 
plans to continue his academic and athletic career 
at Fairmont State University. He will be golfing for 
the Falcons and majoring in Information Systems 
Management to specialize in Computer Network 
Engineering.

Bailey Barnyak is the daughter of Nikki and 
Nick Onderko of Carmichaels and Jeff and 
Kate Barnyak of Pittsburgh. She is a sopho-
more on the Mike’s girls’ softball and vol-
leyball teams. Baily is also a member of the 
school’s cheerleading squad. On the mound 
last softball season, she earned First-Team 
All-State honors and was named the All-
County Player of the Year. She earned 
GCADA all-county honors in both softball 
and volleyball. She also plays travel softball 
for the Steel City Athletics Hilligsberg 16u 
team. In school, Bailey maintains a 3.5 GPA, 
participates in Junior Achievement, and is a 
member of the Jr. National Honor Society.

Ashtin Nesselroad is a junior at Mapletown, 
where he is a letterman on the football team, 
playing on the offensive line and as a line-
backer on defense.   He currently plays in 
the infield for the Maples’ baseball team, 
as well as handling pitching and catch-
ing duties.  Ashtin is on the yearbook staff 
and likes to lift weights and hang out with 
friends.  He is the son of Yvonne Burns and 
Jestin Nesselroad of Greensboro.

MaKenna Lotspeich is a sophomore at Mapletown 
High School where she is a letter winner on the 
varsity basketball and softball teams.  She has also 
garnered All-County recognition in both sports.  
MaKenna currently maintains a 4.64 GPA while 
additionally participating in Envirothon, Aca-
demic League, and student council.  She is class 
president and was recently awarded 3rd place in 
the introduction to FBLA state event, which quali-
fies her to represent PA in the national competi-
tion in Orlando this summer.  In MaKenna’s free 
time, she enjoys drawing and creating artworks, 
fishing, and spending time with family, friends, 
and pets. She is the daughter of Nicholas and Amy 
Lotspeich of Dilliner.
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Ryerson Station State Park Announces Pool Hours

Ryerson Station State Park’s Swimming Pool will be opening Memorial Day Weekend, Saturday May 
25th for the 2024 season.  The Pool and Spray Park will be open daily from 11:30 am to 6:30 pm with 
weather and operations permitting.  Please check the park advisory section of our website: www.dcnr.

state.pa.us/stateparks/findapark/ryersonstation for up to the minute updates as to the status of the pool and 
spray park and the hours.

Ryerson Station State Park Staff emphasizes all swimmers must obey all posted rules and regulations in 
addition to following lifeguard commands. For more information on this or other park activities contact the 
park office at (724) 428-4254, visit our website, or visit the Friends of Ryerson Station State Park on Face-
book page. Information about all Pennsylvania State Parks is available through the Pennsylvania homepage at 
www.dcnr.pa.gov or by visiting DCNR directly at www.dcnr.state.pa.us. 

Alex VanSickle is the son of Scott and Corey VanSickle 
of Waynesburg. He is the captain of the Raider baseball 
team where he earned the following accolades:  2023 
& 2024 Pre-Season WPIAL “Player to Watch” (Trib-
live), 2022 & 2023 WPIAL 3A Section 4 All-Section 
(Pittsburgh Post-Gazette), 2022 & 2023 All-County 
Baseball Team, 2023 First Team All-Section WPIAL 
3A Section, and Greene Sports Athlete of the Week.  
Alex also captains the basketball team, where he has 
earned the following honors: 2023 & 2024 All-Section 
teams, and 2023 & 2024 All-County teams. Alex is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Yearbook, 
and Newspaper staffs. Outside of school, he plays 
for the Team All American travel baseball program, 
works for Ryan Encapera Youth Baseball camps, and 
is a member of St. Matthias Roman Catholic Church. 
After graduation, Alex plans to attend college with as-
pirations of playing baseball and obtaining a degree in 
finance and economics. 

 Gina Tedrow is the daughter of Ryan and Mindy 
Tedrow of Waynesburg. She is a sophomore with 
highest honors at Waynesburg Central. She is a 
member of the softball and volleyball teams and 
is a two-year letter winner for both sports. She 
was named First Team WPIAL All-Section in vol-
leyball. She was chosen All-County by GCADA 
for both sports this year.  This past softball sea-
son, Gina struck out 200 batters and was named 
a McCracken Pharmacy Athlete of the Week. Her 
future plans include going to college to continue 
playing softball and going into the medical field

Drew Adams is the son of Scott Adams 
and Tiffany DeBoe of Clarksville. Only a 
sophomore, he is the starting catcher on the 
varsity baseball team. He also pitches and 
serves as a utility man for the Rockets. He 
has played six years of travel baseball and is 
currently with the Greene County Ghosts. 
Drew is also extremely active in community 
service with the JM RLL Class and helps 
coach and umpire youth baseball.

Jenna Cyr is the daughter of Kevin and Ash-
ley Cyr of Clarksville. The Rocket senior 
cheers and plays volleyball and softball for 
the school. In school, Jenna is president of 
the Student Council, Leo and Foreign Lan-
guage clubs. She is also secretary of National 
Honor Society and a member of SADD and 
the Envirothon Club. Jenna plans to attend 
Penn West University to study Elementary 
Education and Special Education.

After multiple auditions, 
Joe Kirsch, a Waynesburg 
Central High School Ju-
nior, was selected to play 
trumpet for the Pennsyl-
vania All-State Wind En-
semble.  He performed 
on April 20 at the Warner 
Theater in Erie, PA as 
part of the PMEA All-
state Conference.
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The Fair 
Queen Pro-
gram of the 

Greene County Fair 
is now accepting applications for the 2024 
Greene County Fair Queen Contest celebrat-
ing its 38th year.  The contest will take place 
on Saturday, July 27th at the Greene County 
Fair Grounds.  The Queen and Princess con-
test is open to females aged 6 to 20 as of June 
1, 2024, who must reside in Greene County, 
Pennsylvania.

A Queen will be crowned, along with a 
Princess, Junior Princess, Little Princess, and 
Mini Princess.  The new age divisions, added 
in 2023, allow children as young as 6-years 
old the opportunity to participate, learn 
about agriculture and represent the fair at lo-
cal parades, other fairs, and queen contests 
in the region along with various local events 
and activities over the next year and of course 
participate in many activities during the week 
of August 3rd through the 10th at the Greene 
County Fair.

The 2024 Greene County Fair Queen 
will compete in the 2025 Pennsylvania State 
Fair Queen Contest during the Pennsylvania 
State Association of County Fairs Conven-
tion, held at the Hershey Lodge and Conven-
tion Center in January 2025.  As part of the 
Queen’s prize package, she will be eligible to 
receive professional development in inter-
view skills and public speaking.   The goal 
is to not only prepare our young women to 
compete at the state contest, but to prepare 
them for college and entering the workforce. 

Queen contestants will be judged on 
an essay on “What the Greene County Fair 
Means to my Community”,   a three-to-five-
minute speech on “Why You Should Come 
to the Greene County Fair”, a personal inter-
view, impromptu question, and modeling in 
an evening gown.  Younger contestants will 
be judged on age-appropriate activities.

At the conclusion of the contests, the 
2024 Queen Team will be crowned by the 
2023 Greene County Fair Queen Adysan 
Kern, Princess Rachel Koratich, Junior Prin-
cess Cameron Wendell, Little Princess Payton 
Duncan, and Mini Princess Marklee Beal.  In 
addition, to a crown and sash, compliments 
of Lola Energy, each new title holder will re-
ceive a prize package with items donated by 
local businesses.  Each new title holder will 
also receive a cash prize at the end of their 
reign with the queen taking home $1,000.

Once again, the queen will receive a 
$4,000 scholarship to Waynesburg Universi-
ty. This scholarship was presented for the first 

time in 2023 to begin a new tradition for the 
Queen program.    

A Queen Meet-n-Greet will be held 
on Monday, August 5th from 4-6pm during 
“Kids Night at the Fair” during which time 
attendees to the fair can meet and get their 
photo taken, not only with our new queens 
and princesses, they can also meet the 2024 
Pennsylvania State Fair Queen, Erica Teegar-
den who will be a special guest of the fair that 
day.    

The application to participate can be 
obtained by emailing greenecountypa-
fairqueen@gmail.com and providing a postal 

or email address along with the name and age 
of the contestant.  Questions can also be di-
rected to this email.  The deadline to register 
to participate is June 30th.

An orientation for all contestants par-
ticipating in this year’s contest will be held on 
Saturday, July 6th .  The contestants will learn 
about the contest, meet their fellow contes-
tants, current title holders and participate in 
a fun activity. 

The application can also be found on the 
fair’s website at https://greenecountyfair.org/
fair-queen  

DO YOU HAVE BLACK LUNG?  
HAVE YOU BEEN SCREENED?

CENTERVILLE CLINICS
Coal Workers and Chronic Respiratory Disease Program

TO SET UP AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 
724 - 632 - 6801, EXT. 1216

WWee  ooffffeerr  BBllaacckk  LLuunngg  ssccrreeeenniinnggss  ffoorr  eeaarrllyy  ddeetteeccttiioonn  
ooff  lluunngg  pprroobblleemmss,,  aanndd  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  ooppttions.  

Services are provided regardless of your ability to pay.
Our Black Lung Program is open to anyone who may have been exposed to coal or coal dust, 
including those who worked below or above ground, and those who worked on coal barges 

and other coal-transportation, and anyone who works or worked in 
industries related to coal, whether you are retired, working, or laid-off. 

OUR BLACK LUNG PROGRAM 
HAS TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS 

 

Joseph A. Yablonski Memorial Clinic 
1070 Old National Pike / Fredericktown, PA  15333 

 

Carmichaels Clinic 
601 West George Street / Carmichaels, PA  15320 

All services at Centerville Clinics are provided without discrimination based on financial ability, race, color, religion, sex, age, marital status, parenthood, 
ethnic backgroundnational origin, physical or mental handicap or disability.

BLACK LUNG PROGRAM 

Who Will Be the Next Who Will Be the Next 
Greene County Fair Queen?Greene County Fair Queen?
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Local. Library. Love.
Flenniken Public Library

724-966-5263 • 102 E. George 
Street, Carmichaels, PA 15320

Eva K. Bowlby Library
724-627-9776 • 311 N. West Street, 

Waynesburg, PA 15370

NEW ONLINE SERVICE COMES TO 
GREENE COUNTY LIBRARIES

The two public libraries in the Greene 
County Library System—Eva K. 
Bowlby in Waynesburg and Flenniken 

Library in Carmichaels—are excited to an-
nounce a new online service for kids of all 
ages. Tumble Book Library is available for free 
to all children of Greene County regardless of 
whether they have a library card. 

Tumble Book Library includes read-
alongs, picture books, beginning readers, 
ebooks, STEM books, graphic novels, nonfic-
tion, videos, puzzles and games, and language 
learning. Kids and their parents can save their 
favorites, experience the highlighted daily 
read, choose by subject matter, or grade and 
reading level.

This is a wonderful resource for parents 
who want to keep their kids engaged in read-
ing and learning during the summer. For in-
stance, all books have a summary, how long 
it takes to read, age level, a choice to turn the 
sound down and have the child read on their 
own, and a choice to have the story advance 
automatically or turn the pages by hand. 
The illustrations can fill the screen, and the 
readers sound just like a real person—no AI 
voices here! The illustrations look just like the 
picture books, but they are gently animated. 
There are also quizzes for each book, as well 
as help writing a book report for each book 
read.

If you choose the puzzles and games, the 
categories are divided into sentence games, 
STEM games, memory games, and games in 
Spanish. The video category is general science 
videos on nature, mammals, insects, under-
water animals, birds and are generally 8-10 
minutes long. To access the Tumble Book Li-
brary, go to either library’s web page and look 
under Children’s or Resources. It’s easy to 
find, it’s a lot of fun, and it’s free for everyone. 

SUMMER READING STARTS IN JUNE
Adventure Begins at Your Library is the 

summer reading theme for Eva K. Bowlby 
Library in Waynesburg and Flenniken Li-
brary in Carmichaels, and there will be ad-
ventures aplenty for kids of all ages. 

Bowlby’s Kick-off party begins on 
Saturday, June 22 from 1-3pm with a per-
formance by Storyteller Alan Irvine, and 
ends on Saturday, August 17 with a bus trip 
to the Pittsburgh Zoo. In between are 
Summer Quest Adventure programs 
for all ages: Mondays from 10am-1pm 
for 4–6-year-olds; Tuesdays for babies 
(Lap sits) through preschool at vari-
ous times; Wednesdays from 10am-3pm 
for 6–8-year-olds; and Thursdays from 
10am-3pm for 9–12-year-olds. 

Free lunches are served on Wednes-
days and Thursdays.  (Anyone 18 years and 
younger are eligible for the lunches; they do 
not have to be registered for programming.) 

For teenagers there is a new program, 
”Do Something!” is two hours of time to hang 
out, mess around, and geek out with creative, 
tech, and practical projects of your choice. 
Two different time slots are available: Mon-
day 3-5pm or Friday 1-3pm. Sign-ups for all 
ages are open soon. Visit the library in person 
or online (www.evakbowlby.org) ,or call 724-
627-9776 for more information.

The Summer Adventure Kick-off party 
at Flenniken begins at 3pm on Friday, June 
14, and regular summer adventures start on 
Monday, June 17. The ending adventure is on 
Saturday, July 27 at 11am when the Oglebay 
Good Zoo brings the zoo to the library. In 
between there is the Wacky Science Magic 
Show presented by WQED on Friday July 
12 at 3pm, and regular age appropriate story 
adventures: Toddlers on Friday at 11am; Pre-
Kindergarten Tuesdays at 11am; Kindergar-
ten Tuesdays at 1pm; grades 1-2 on Wednes-
days at 1pm; grades 3-5 on Wednesdays at 
11am. Visit www.Flenniken.org or call Rae at 
724-966-5623 to sign up or for more informa-
tion about any programs.

If you live in Greene County, a free li-
brary card is available to you, so that you can 
take advantage of everything the libraries 
have to offer. Don’t let your kids be bored this 
summer—introduce them to the adventures 
that begin at their local libraries.

    WE
CAN
    HELP!

Food | Prescription Drugs | Dental Care
Mental Health Support | Substance Abuse

Plus Additional Services

SUPPORT IS PROVIDED FOR:

LIVING WITH

HIV?
AIDSFreeWesternPA.org
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Mr. Bear
Eve Henderson

3rd - 5th grade (first place/Bowlby)

I saw a bear,
He was sitting in my chair!

I ran up to the beast,
He said he was in terrible need of a feast!

I said I could help,
He gave a sudden yelp:

“Yes, you could help! You would be deli-
cious!”

I stared in horror,
that bear was malicious!

I quickly ran away,
Mr. Bear was going to have to be hungry 

for a day

April was National Poetry Month, and both Bowlby 
Public Library and Flenniken Public Library held a 
poetry contest for the community. During the month 

of April, local citizens were encouraged to submit their origi-
nal poems to both libraries.  

Both libraries are proud to announce the win-
ners of their an-
nual poetry 
c o m p e t i -
tions.  From 
the original 
poems that were 
submitted, judges nar-
rowed it down to the fol-
lowing winners.Congratu-
lations to the winners from 
both libraries’ competitions 
and keep writing! We can’t 
wait to see next year’s win-
ning entries!

I Love Winter
Anna Sumpter

K - 2nd grade (first place/Bowlby)

It is very cold in winter.
There is a lot of snow.
You will need a coat.

Let’s learn about the life cycle of snow.

The rain when it gets too cold,
The rain freezes and it make snow or ice.

And when it gets warm the rain melts.

Would You Be T here
Anna Hetrick

6th – 12th grade (first place/Flenniken)

Would you be there if my branches 
fell apart, my puzzle was scattered and 

unsolved, 
Would you be there if a piece of me was 

missing like the pieces were not fitting in 
the “perfect spot,” 

Would you be there if I felt loss like any 
game I played was just another loss, 

Would you be there if I fell into a tornado 
I got lost in my head and felt myself fall 

and tumble, 
Would you be there if I stopped caring 
like the things I loved had no meaning, 
Would you be there if it was my last day 
“would you be there,” to pick me up after 

I’d already fallen.

Arts in the Community:

T he Beat of Life
Samantha Murphy

6th – 12th grade (second place/Flenniken)

Life is like a Spotify Playlist on shuffle 
It can go from happy and bright to, 

Calm, smooth, and gentle like classical 
music 

Life like music; is filled with different 
sounds and rhythms 

But life can change tempo to something 
sad, slow, and filled with meaning 
Music is filled with heart and soul, 

And everyone goes to the beat of their 
own drum 

Framing out something new that never 
would have existed 

Some breaking the top ten hit list being 
heard around the world 

Yet, just as all songs do they will slowly 
come to a cutoff

Me
Amber Miller

Adults (third place/Flenniken)

I woke up today looking into the morror 
not recognizing the woman standing 

before me. 
The small lines and wrinkles over her face 

the guilt and shame from past mistakes 
the laugh lines from years of laughing 

with her children. 
The small blemishes that only she notices, 

the piercisings that no one approved of 
that she loved, the double chin that she 
just can’t seem to get rid of, the mirrir is 
a window into the life she lived the good 

and the bad. 

You don’t always notice the small details 
of a life well lived but that is what I see. 

Many years of living and loving
maybe not always loving myself enough 

but living just the same. 

Febru-ugh-y
Nora Henderson

6rd - 8th grade (first place/Bowlby)

The woods are sleeping,
The snow is merry.

This is the month of February.
The trees are the same color as the 

ground;
A yucky, dirty, muddy brown.
Everything outside is gloomy,
And indoors its not so roomy.

The sky’s the color of an elephant;
I don’t really know if that’s relevant.

Pale, cold, foggy, gray,
This isn’t the time to play.

Everything is freezing and thawing and 
muddy;

This is the month of Febru-ugh-y.

An Unbalanced Equation
Jessica Hathaway

Adults (first place/Flenniken)

In the background; 
Simple cog) bigger machine)· 

Not shiny enough)· 
No glitter) no gleam; 
More of a soft blue-

Serenity. 
A constant drive; 

Hushed tone) a calm breeze; 
Waiting for a moment; 
An instance) a dream)· 

The weight of it all 
Amounting to something. 

Behind the pomp)
The circumstance of the thing)

The shimrner u1ill fade
Applause dies out-

What gets remembered) The whisper or 
the shout?Changing Seasons

Julie Murphy
Adults (second place/Flenniken)

I love the lush green grass of spring and 
the flowering trees with their blossom 

burdened limbs. The bright blue sky turns 
to torrential rain renewing the earth 

below. 

I love a warm summer day sitting in the 
shade with a gentle cool breeze. Sipping 
sweet tea brewed by the sun. Sunsets so 
colorful they seem to last forever, until 
fireflies queue the night and stars that 

dazzle the sky. 

I love the changing colors of the trees in 
autumn. From vivid green to shades of 

red, orange, yellow, and even rusty brown. 
The crunch of fallen leaves under foot on 
a path in the woods. The smell of camp-

fire and roasting marshmallows. 

I love the first fallen snow of winter, a cup 
of hot cocoa in hand, while watching big 
fluffy flakes. Snowflakes nearly defy grav-

ity ever so so slowly and gently, gliding 
to the ground, covering every surface, 
glistening in the light of the full moon. 

The world quiet and frozen till broken by 
the joy of children building snowmen, 

making snow angels and sledding. 

Local Libraries 
Build Poetry Pride

Poetry winners 
continued on 

page 32. 

Fayette County Community Action 
Agency (FCCAA) is partnering with 
Westmoreland County Community 

College to host free training opportunities 
for residents ages 55+ through its Hillman 
Foundationfunded Experienced Worker Ad-
vocacy Program this summer. Residents ages 
55+ in Fayette, Greene, Washington & West-
moreland Counties are eligible to participate; 
employers are also able to send employees 
ages 55+ to the trainings, at no cost to them; 
all materials are provided. Trainings available 
are: 

Computer Basics - 5-week course, 15 
hours of total instruction, 3 hours per session. 
Explore the Windows® operating system, ba-
sic features and terms; create documents, 
send emails, browse the internet and share in-
formation between systems and other users. 
Sessions will be held June 7, June 14, June 21, 
June 24 and July 12.  

Microsoft Word® Basics - 2-week 
course, 8 hours of total instruction, 4 hours 

per session. Explore capabilities; create, edit, 
format documents, add tables, lists, design 
elements; understand layout options; learn 
proofing abilities. Sessions will be held July 19 
& July 26. 

Microsoft Excel® Basics - 2-week 
course, 8 hours of total instruction, 4 hours 
per session. Explore essential features; create, 
manage and edit worksheets/workbooks; cre-
ate formulas, manage data; format worksheets 
to prepare, set-up and print information. Ses-
sions will be held August 2 & August 9  

Additionally, the program is sponsoring 
a ServSafe® Certification Class on Monday, 
June 24.

Classes will be held at Westmoreland 
County Community College’s Uniontown 
Campus at 140 North Beeson Avenue. For 
more information on services available and/
or to register for classes, contact Project Man-
ager Kevin VanVerth at 724.437.6050 ext. 
3284 or email kvanverth@fccaa.org 

FCAA OFFERS FREE SUMMER 
TRAINING FOR ADULTS 55+
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Arts in the Community:
A Brother Dear

Melissa Fawley
Adults (first place/Bowlby)

In the echoes of a bingo hall’s din,
A mother’s voice, a cry within,
The news that shattered a fragile night,
Heralding darkness, casting light.

March of twenty-seventeen, the year,
When Tragedy whispered, drawing 
near,
A brother lost to heroin’s grasp.

In shadows deep, he breathed his last.

I saw my mother’s tears cascade,
As she received the call, her heart 
dismayed,
A son, a brother, taken too soon,

In the silence of a lonely room.

The days that followed, a haze a blur,
Arranging funerals, emotions stir,
Divorced parents united in grief,

As we searched for solace, seeking 
relief.

But in the midst of sorrow’s tide,
I struggled with a grief untied,
For he, my brother, my closest friend,

Was lost to darkness in the end.

We were the only children, he and I,
Bound by blood, beneath the sky,
No other Sibling understood,

The bond we shared, misunderstood.

I begged him, pleaded, to break free,
From heroin’s grip, its cruelty,
but he laughed it off, dismissed my fear,

Said, “Calm down, sis, I’ll be here.”

yet addiction’s hold, relentless strong,
Proved fatal, cruel, in its song,
He underestimated its might,

And in that moment, lost the fight.

He was smart, loving, kind, they say,
But addiction stole him away,
First in life, then in death’s embrace,

Leaving behind an empty space.

My heard forever broken, torn,
In grief ’s embrace, I am reborn,
Through therapy’s touch and lessons 
learned,

In his memory, my soul yearned.

For though he’s gone, forevermore,
in my heart, he’ll dwell, evermore,
A beacon of love, a guiding light,

In the darkest hour, through the night.

So here I stand, forever changed,
In loss and love, forever chained,
To memories of a brother dear,

Whose absence I’ll forever fear.

But through the pain, I find my way,
Learning to live, day by day,
in his honor, I’ll rise above,

Embracing life, with boundless love.

Artist Residency Returns to Carmichaels 
Elementary

As a result of feed-
back from the community, 
DVSSP’s THRIVE team has 
made it a priority to bring 
art to the Carmichaels Area 
Elementary School. For the 
second year in a row, the 
5th grade class welcomed 
resident artists Lindsay Huff 
and Lauren Bailey. Lindsay 
and Lauren worked with 
the students from January 
to March to create a tree the 
exemplifies the 7 Mindsets. 
The 7 Mindsets is the social 
and emotional learning cur-
riculum used by Carmichaels Area School District. Mediums used included screen print, paint, and 
the use of recycled materials. A grand unveiling of the finished piece will be held later this spring!

Adults Enjoy Stained Glass Classes
Twelve community 

members had the opportu-
nity to participate in a se-
ries of stained glass classes 
led by local art teacher, 
Randi Knizner. Each par-
ticipant chose an 8 x 8 de-
sign, selected their glass, 
cut and shaped their pieces, 
then brought it all together 
to create a piece of art they 
could take home. This was 
all made possible as a result 
of the THRIVE project. 
spring!

Continued from 
page 30. 

WVU Medicine endocrinologists treat all diseases and disorders of the endocrine system, including 
diabetes; disorders of adrenal, pituitary, and reproductive glands; obesity; thyroid disorders, including 

thyroid cancer; and osteoporosis and calcium disorders; in addition to providing gender-affirming 
hormone therapy. We provide a comprehensive approach to your care.

ENDOCRINOLOGYSERVICES

WAYNESBURG OUTPATIENT CLINIC
WVUMedicine.org/Waynesburg

451 Murtha Dr, Waynesburg, PA 15370

Appointments:

855-WVU-CARE
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CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  By  Emma BatesCarmichaels Area School District

On Friday April 19, 2024, Carmichaels 
Area Middle/Senior High School 
took part in a combined night of po-

etry and art. Sixth-8th grade students were in-
vited to the Middle School Poetry reading in 
honor of April being National Poetry Month. 

Sixteen brave students took up the challenge 
of reading original poetry to their families, 
friends, and peers. This was double the num-
ber of readers from last year. An additional 
16 Middle School Student Council members 
hosted the event and took their turn to share 

in the magic, reading quotes about po-
etry by other poets and authors to set the 
tone for the evening. In this way, many 
students were able to participate in the 
beauty of the written word. 

Seventh grade English Language 
Arts teacher Mrs. Sara Ruffolo explains 
that throughout middle school, students 
are immersed in a wide variety of litera-
ture, especially poetry, and they spend 
a great deal of time reading and analyz-
ing the poetry of others, as well as writ-
ing their own by discovering their voices 
through a diverse range of styles. The 
poetry reading, Mrs. Ruffalo shares, is 
a culminating celebration of the art of 
words, and the courage it takes to share 
those words with others. Many of the 
students’ poems were based on works by 
other poets, while other students wrote 
poetry based on their own experiences 
and imaginations. 

The special night continued with 
the High School Art Show that followed. 

“The Art Show was a beautiful backdrop to 
my kids’ art of their words!” Mrs. Ruffalo says. 

Middle and High School Art teacher 
Mrs. Randi Knizner facilitated a satisfy-
ing night that highlighted the talents of her 
many students. Forty-five students displayed 

artwork at the show, and many of the pieces 
were arranged by theme into exhibits, such 
as one class assignment that taught students 
about art curation as well as creation. The 
students studied a particular artist’s style and 
life story, chose a piece to recreate, and then 
wrote an accompanying artist biography to 
be displayed by their interpretation of the 
piece. Senior Daysha Skolnekovich was one 
of many students who took part in this activ-
ity, displaying an oil paint project in the style 
of artist Jan Brueghel.

Students displayed art in wide varieties 
of mediums, with everything from stained 
glass, charcoal, oil pastels, watercolors, and 
pen and ink used to create the masterpieces. 
The goal of the art show, according to Mrs. 
Knizner, was to “accumulate the best of kids’ 
work,” giving them “the opportunity to ex-
press themselves and expose them to different 
mediums of art.” Each piece is an extension of 
the student artist, and the diverse creations 
are representative of the diverse student body 
that brought them to life.

Both poetry and art blended together 
beautifully to create a night of culture and 
creativity at Carmichaels, and it is the art 
found in every day that makes life so special 
and brings something to appreciate into each 
moment. 

Students excelled in the 5-county Southwest Region Spring 
Investing Challenge.vSenior Daniel Hetrick clinched 1st place in 
the high school division, while 7th grader Michael Burdick secured 
the top spot in the middle school division. Additionally, 6th grade 
student Mikyah Patrick achieved an impressive 2nd place in the el-
ementary division.

The Carmichaels band played at Hershey Park in mid-May. 
They received a superior rating for thier performance. 

The 6th grade put on a Wax Museum 
performance. The public was invited to 
visit the wax displays. Students were elated 
with the attendance from the community 
and the money they raised for the Carmi-
chaels Area Historical Society. 

Daysha Skolnekovichwith her at the Art 
Show held in April. 

Student art was on display in the cafete-
ria. Poetry readings were also held. 



 36  37GreeneScene Community Magazine  •  JUNE 2024 JUNE 2024  •  GreeneScene Community Magazine

CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  By Tracy HorneCentral Greene School District

How many of us remember back in 
the day when the folks from Junior 
Achievement visited our schools 

to offer us the opportunity to participate 
in a project that taught us how a company 
works? Recently, a group of students from 
Waynesburg Central Elementary took part 
in a six-week career readiness class. The class 
prepared them for the day they would spend 
being business people at an intense simula-
tion of the real world called “Biz Town”.

Before their trip, students prepared by 
learning about the processes involved in em-
ployment. Sixth grade teacher Ashton Shaffer 
explained the students prepared by learning 
about job acquisitions, writing resumes, hav-
ing elections, going through the interview 
process, and banking. 

“I learned how to deposit checks and 
get a loan.” - Carlie Febinger (CFO of ALCO-
SAN) 

She said the process was intense and, on 
the day of the event, the students sold prod-
ucts they had created, held company meet-
ings, had timed lunch breaks, and had to pay 
back their small business loans at the end.

“I learned how to do a business loan and 
how to work with people who I’m not friends 
with,” says Natalee Kirkham (CEO of Clear-
view Federal Credit Union). 

Junior Achievement has been around 
for decades and offers several types of oppor-
tunities for students from elementary grades 
through high school. As a non-profit, their 
goal is to inspire and prepare young people 
for success. They work with local companies 
to fund programs like the one that these stu-
dents were part of.

“I learned a lot from BizTown! It was 
an amazing experience, not just for me, but 
for everyone. I hope that future classes get to 
enjoy JA Biztown because it’s fantastic,” says 
Gianna Stephenson (CEO of UPMC).

These opportunities for students are 
important. The children get a sense of how it 
really is out there, and they do have the abil-
ity to be successful when they enter the work-
force as adults.

“At JA Biztown, I learned what it’s like to 
have a job and pay bills. It was super fun and 
a great experience,” says Chloe Shaffer (Engi-
neer at Carmeuse). 

Waylon Hodgson (FedEx Delivery Driv-
er) says, “What I liked about BizTown was the 
ability to skip a few years in time to feel what 
it is like to have a job.” 

The students, teacher Ashton Shaffer, 
and the Waynesburg Central School District 
would like to thank  Equitrans, who pro-
vided help for the opportunity was through 

a grant, and the Western Pennsylvania Junior 
Achievement organization for providing the 
opportunity to participate in this true to life 
experience. 

“I really enjoyed going to BizTown! 
It was really fun getting to be the CEO of a 

company. Although some of my employees 
were absent, I enjoyed doing more than one 
job. Thank you for making it possible to go 
to BizTown,” says Isaiah Griffieon (CEO of 
ALCOSAN).

Advanced Agriculture students are working hard to spread ag-
ricultural literacy! As part of their unit, they had to create a lesson to 
share with an elementary class. Kory Taylor, taught Ms. Brant’s first 
grade class how to make butter. They got a workout in shaking heavy 
cream through the whipped cream stage all the way to butter.

Washington Texas Roadhouse pre-
sented Mrs. Stephenson with a certificate 
to honor her nomination as Teacher of the 
Month. 

Mrs. Plisko’s Forensics class dissecting fetal pigs as a part of 
their Forensic Pathology unit. They are examining organs, tissues 
and blood vessels to better understand how the autopsy process 
works. Fetal pigs are used because their anatomy is very similar 
to that of a human.

Students at Biztown were assigned jobs 
and other business tasks. 

The 6th grade’s newly elected Mayor of 
BizTown, Carter Mason.
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CoolCool  at  at School:School:  By  D. NylandGreene County Career & Technology Center

The culinary students at Greene 
County Career & Technology Center 
(GCCTC) are taking their education 

on the road. In April, a project long in the 
making was unveiled to the public: GCCTC 
Eats, the GCCTC’s new food truck.

The new food truck provides the culi-
nary students with a classroom on wheels, 
where they will gain hands-on, real-world 
experience in serving the public, working un-
der pressure, communication, and adapting 
as part of a team.

Dave Calvario of the Community Foun-
dation of Greene County brought the initial 
idea to GCCTC Director Mark Krupa and 
Culinary Arts Instructor Dan Wagner. The 
school located an empty truck on the other 
side of the state, drove across the state, picked 
it up, and brought it home. After a consulta-
tion with the culinary occupational advisory 
committee (professionals in the industry) to 
plan out the truck, the school had Titan Food 
Truck Manufacturing in Columbus, Ohio, to 
build their mobile classroom. Direct Results 
designed and wrapped the completed truck.

“I think the key is that when you look at 
the corporations, local businesses, everybody 
that believed in the concept of having the 
truck for the students for education, and do-
nating funds from their own establishments, 
that’s what made it possible,” Wagner says. 
“You have a vision, but you have to have the 
people behind you to make it possible.”

The students will manage the truck, 
work out labor costs, food costs, inventory, 
ordering, running the point-of-sale system. 
There is a lot of prep work, and logistics, in 
running the food truck. “We’re all learning 
something new in the process,” says Mark 
Krupa.

“I like the recognition [for the truck], 
because it’s really cool to see other schools 

wanting to see it, call you 
about it, businesses, people 
from Pittsburgh, com-
ing down, taking photos… 
Other schools are getting 
inspired. It’s a classroom that 
is really going to inspire a 
group of students over the 
next years to look at small 
business, entrepreneurship,” 
Wagner says.

“This is one of those 
items that you could see the 
kids turn around and look at 
smaller food trucks on the 
market, refit them, and start 
opening their own business. 
And from there, it expands 
to the next level.”

Since its unveiling, the 
truck has been in high de-
mand. The school is receiving multiple calls a 
day to attend events. While they’d love to do 
every event possible, at this beginning stage, 
they are carefully evaluating possible events 
to make sure it falls within their capabilities. 
The menu will comprise around four items, 
with a couple of signature dishes and some 
that rotate.

“We want to make sure that we are tak-
ing on events where the kids will not be over-
whelmed, the people are going to understand 
we’re going to be a little slower. It’s a learning 
thing, a classroom. The kids are learning as 
we’re cooking for them. It’s going to take time. 
But as time progresses, the kids will learn to 
adapt, and I think people will embrace it.”

The one thing they want to avoid, Wag-
ner says, is taking business away from other 
local businesses. “This is not to compete with 
local businesses, this is a classroom. For each 
event, we’ll adapt the food we’re offering, so 

it’s not duplicating the other businesses’ of-
ferings.”

Funds raised by the truck will be used in 
two different ways. If the event is a fundraiser 
for a charitable organization, the proceeds 
will be donated back to the organization. In 
other cases, the funds will go into the school’s 
student funds to help pay for educational field 
trips and competitions or help students that 
can’t afford necessary school supplies.

The students’ first outing in the truck 
was for the Mapletown High School’s 100-
year celebration the first weekend of May. 
Other events you can catch the truck at this 
summer will be Jacktown Fair, Rain Day, 
Greene County Fair, 50s Fest, Covered Bridge 
festival, and more. Check out the GCCTC on 
Facebook or visit the website at to see where 
the truck will be or to inquire into booking.

“One hundred percent of the funds that 
were put into the truck came from dona-
tions,” Krupa says. “None of this would have 

happened without the people that have their 
names on the side of the truck. This wouldn’t 
be possible without them. And that’s some-
thing amazing. I don’t think it would be easy 
to pull off in any other community. Greene 
County has a community you can do that in 
and have that much support from the people, 
the businesses.”

Thanks go to the local businesses and in-
dividual donors that made the truck possible: 
Jesmar Energy, Gatrell Business Solutions, the 
Community Foundation of Greene County, 
Moore Monuments, RG Johnson, Smalley 
Electric, PA National Lodging and Restaurant 
Association, DJ’s Diner, Waynesburg VFW, 
Coles Greene Acres Farm, Greene County 
Tourism, Hoy’s Concrete, Baily Agency, Fox 
Ford, First Federal, Jennmar, Iron Senergy, 
Community Bank, KSW Oilfield Services, 
McCracken’s Pharmacy, Wilson Accounting, 
Direct Results, Buddy Greco, Donna Rine-
hart, and Albie Rinehart.

The Interact Club is the newest student organization at the CTC.  Their mission is 
to give back to the school and community.  In April, the Interact Club members repaired 
American flags for the Greene County Fair Grounds in preparation for Memorial Day.

The Computer Networking Technology students had the opportunity to tour the IT 
Department at the Children’s Hospital.
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CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  By D. NylandJefferson Morgan School District

Teen drivers ages 16 to 19 are more at 
risk for motor vehicle crashes—these 
teen drivers are almost three times as 

likely to have a fatal crash as drivers aged 20 
or older (based on CDC studies from 2020). 
These same studies found that, every day, ap-
proximately eight teen drivers died due to 
motor vehicle crashes. Students Against De-
structive Decisions (SADD) is dedicated to 
preventing these deaths and injuries.

Teen drivers are at a disadvantage due 
to their inexperience behind the wheel. They 
may be unable to recognize dangerous situ-
ations or make an error that leads to an ac-
cident. They are more likely to speed, not 
allow enough space between vehicles, text or 
email while driving, and not wear their seat-
belt when compared to older drivers. Driving 
impaired (by alcohol or drugs) also increases 
the risk of a serious crash.

The only way to combat these destruc-
tive decisions is through education and sup-
port. The SADD program at Jefferson-Mor-
gan High School is committed to keeping 
students safe. Students attend monthly meet-
ings at IU1 and other locations dealing with 
helping students make better decisions about 
destructive decisions and driving related ac-
tivities.

This year, the SADD students organized 
a Youth Traffic Safety Teen Expo, held on May 
2 at the school. The event featured engaging 
workshops, interactive exhibits, and peer-
led initiatives to expose students and student 
drivers to the dangers of the decisions they 
make. 

The program took about three months 

of planning and was made possible thanks to 
a grant from Remake Learning and the help 
of with the help of AAA, PA Highway Safety 
Network, PENNDOT, State Farm, Greene 
County Drug & Alcohol, and other organiza-
tions. 

Mr. Corbett and members of SADD as-
sisted at different stations. At those stations, 
students had the chance to learn about div-
ing safety, in a variety of ways. Some of the 
stations included Wheel of trivia, Mocktails, 
Pledge Station, and Tattoo Station. Other sta-
tions dealt with students using goggles of dif-
ferent levels of impairments: Golf Game, Dis-
tract-a-match, stacking cups, pot toss, driving 
school, children’s hospitals driving mat, PSP 

Driving School w/bike 
arm. There was also 
a PennDOT Truck 
Parked outside for students to explore and 
see what drivers deal with when on the road. 

 In addition to the expo, the students 
use other activities to promote safe decision-
making. Last year, they did a mock crash as 
part of the Prom Promise. The group worked 
with local volunteer fire departments, the 
Pennsylvania State Police, STAT MedEvac, 
and various other volunteers. In other years, 
they’ve had the Grim Reaper visit students.

 “Mr. Corbett and his SADD Club have 
been vital in providing our youth with safe 
decision-making opportunities. The club has 

worked hard to bring in outside agencies to 
support our students and empower others. 
I am extremely proud of their efforts and 
the service they have provided to make our 
school community a better and safer place,” 
Principal Wesley Loring says.

The JM chapter of SADD has 18 stu-
dents, from grades nine to 12: Katie Law-
rence, Josh Kaufman, Elsa Roberts, Eliza-
beth Corbett, Joey Bair, Theresa Eggleston, 
Maryah Demaske, Lacey Ryan, Adysan Kern, 
Ava Bertagnolli, Lexi Burkett, Grace Rohan-
na, Addison Palko, Grant Hathaway, Marilyn 
Marody, Hayden Yeck, and Sophia Fox.

Troy Hellen, Owner of What’s Smokin’ BBQ, visited our fourth grade students yesterday. 
Mr. Hellen discussed how he utilizes math in his career on a daily basis in order to operate a suc-
cessful business.

Art Club students, along with 
their sponsor Mr. Lesko, got to see dif-
ferent art installations at the Mattress 
Factory in Pittsburgh PA yesterday.

Congratulations goes out to Ju-
lia Cox for being awarded first place in 
the Fair Housing Month Poster Contest, 
hosted by the Fair Housing Law Center. 

Students wore goggles while performing tasks to 
better see what it is like to be inebriated. 

www.ffgc.bank
NMLS#458729

Dreaming of a backyard refresh this summer? 
Leverage your existing home equity, or ask about 
a home improvement or construction loan from 
First Federal of Greene County. We’ll help 
you dive in to any new project: a swimming pool, 
patio, outdoor kitchen, even a new driveway or 
garage. Whatever floats your boat. Visit one of 
our Loan Officers, or apply anytime online!

Find your place in the Find your place in the 
sun sun for fun!for fun!
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CoolCool  at  at School:School:  By Michelle 
ChurchSoutheastern Greene School District

Rarely in life do we get to take a stroll 
down memory lane, but to quote Jon 
Bon Jovi, “Who says you can’t go 

home?” On May 5, 2024, Mapletown Junior/
Senior High School ushered in their 100th 
year with a big celebration. Students and 
alumni visited to the school to enjoy the fes-
tivities.

The Mapletown administration and 
school board had discussed ideas for how 
best to celebrate the school building and how 

to extend that invitation to the community. 
The 100th year celebration highlighted his-
tory and shared current updates at the school 
with musical entertainment, a sale of past 
yearbooks, a display of student works, and a 
wall of honor. Around 300 commemorative t-
shirts were passed out.

“Activities from the event included the 
marching band performing in the gymna-
sium, student lead tours, raffle prizes, a past 
yearbook sale, free nachos provided by the 

Greene County CTC 
food truck and com-
plimentary coffee from 
the Mapletown Mocha 
Coffee shop. Mapletown 
students worked both the 
food truck and the coffee 
shop,” shares Mapletown 
High School Principal 
Dr. Bart Donley.  

Superintendent of 
Schools Rich Pekar de-
scribed the entertain-
ment: “The band kicked 
off the festivities by play-
ing the national anthem. 
They played the alma 
mater and the school 
fight song. Several cho-
rus members sang solos, 
including Alexis Perry, 

Zach Brewer, and Meah Branham.” 
In 1940, the first issue of the Mon-O-

Leaf was published. Over the years, leftover 
yearbooks have been kept in a storage room 
in the library. During the celebration, attend-
ees were able to purchase the old yearbooks. 
Over 140 copies were sold and funds from the 
yearbook sale went to the yearbook club. “The 
yearbook sale was a big hit. We had alumni 
travel considerable distances to participate 
in the celebration and to buy yearbooks,” Dr. 

Donley says.  
Students from kindergarten through 

fifth grade took part in a student works dis-
play. Kindergarteners and first graders did 
projects where they envisioned themselves 
at age 100. Second graders did projects with 
100 beads. Third graders made a time capsule 
to be opened in 100 years. Fourth graders 
shared facts from 1924, and fifth graders did 
100 acts of kindness.

Visitors were also able to see the Wall of 
Honor. This is an interactive, digital display 
that allows guests to explore Mapletown’s his-
tory, academics, military alums, class photos, 
athletics, and other school records.

Pekar thinks the best part of the celebra-
tion was “seeing the alums return to their old 
stomping grounds. They shared many sto-
ries and taught us things about the building 
we didn’t know. Many people reunited with 
old friends and shared stories as they walked 
down memory lane.”

Dr. Donley thanks everyone “that vol-
unteered their time on a Sunday afternoon. I 
would like to thank Mr. Dan Wagner and Mr. 
Mark Krupa from the Greene County CTC 
for our delicious nachos. Most of all, I would 
like to recognize our student tour guides, 
band members, baristas, and nacho chefs for 
donating their time to make this event a suc-
cess.”

Students in Mapletown’s STEM class participated in Rural 
Wings 2024 Greene County Inaugural Drone Showcase & Compe-
tition. The students competed in teams of two. Jordan Stoneking 
and Bentley Strosnider placed first from Mapletown and received a 
plaque.

The third-grade classes at Bobtown Elementary went on their 
field trip to Acrisure Stadium and PNC Park in Pittsburgh, PA. 
Students were able to make connections to their social studies les-
sons related to different types of communities and their attributes. 
The trip provided students with an up-close and personal experi-
ence in an urban community.  They enjoyed many parts of the trip! Mapletown’s Class of 2024 trav-

eled down memory lane as they marched 
through the halls of Bobtown Elementary 
School today.  It was a joyous occasion as 
teachers were reunited with their former 
students. Mark your calendars and make 
plans to attend graduation on Friday, May 
31 at 8pm. 

This tree was planted in honor of 
Mapletown’s 100 years. 

Visitors during the celebration toured the 
school, watched performances, and more. 
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CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  Waynesburg University

At Waynesburg University, we understand that transfer 
students are looking for unique growth in their next 
college choice; and we’re here to help you find it.
 
Custom degree plans

We’re here to help. Together, we will customize your 
degree plan to maximize transfer credits and create an 
efficient pathway to degree completion, in all majors.
 
In person or online

We understand your needs may be different than 
others’. Transfer as a traditional resident student, a 
commuting student, or through our 100% online 
Degree Completion Program.

Generous first-year and transfer financial aid packages 
are available.

waynesburg.edu

At the heart of the mission at Waynes-
burg University is the call to serve. 
Throughout every year, Waynesburg 

students, faculty and staff work together to 
make an impact within the local community 
and the surrounding world by sharing their 
gifts, talents, and time with those in need.

For the University’s 175th Anniversary 
of Charter Day, scheduling a special Day of 
Service to commemorate this milestone was 
at the top of the list for ways to celebrate.

On Saturday, March 16, groups of stu-
dents, faculty and staff gathered at various lo-
cal sites to serve as a part of Waynesburg Uni-
versity’s 175th Anniversary Day of Service 
hosted by the Center for Service Leadership 
and Cultural Diversity and Belonging. Ser-
vice sites included: Corner Cupboard Food 
Bank; Waynesburg First Assembly; Waynes-
burg Healthcare and Rehabilitation Center; 
Greene County United Way; Waynesburg 
University Unity Trail and Community Gar-
den; Warrior Trail; and Greene County Soc-
cer Fields.

“It’s been a few years since we 
had a spring day of service,” said 
Adrienne Tharp, assistant dean of 
Student Development at Waynesburg 
University. “It was great to organize 
this one to celebrate the 175th Anni-
versary of WU.”

One particular site known and 
loved by many was the Corner Cup-
board Food Bank in Greene County.

“I began reaching out to sites in 
early spring to sign up to host a group 
for the service day,” shared Tharp. 
“The Corner Cupboard Food Bank 
was one of the first organizations to 
request a group. Students enjoy going 
there to work to help Candance and 
her team. We have several students 
that serve there throughout the aca-
demic year, too.”

At the Corner Cupboard Food 

Bank, University volunteers worked to un-
load donated food and material items for 
distribution, disinfect public areas and tend 
to the community garden, a unique attribute 
to Corner Cupboard that features eight raised 
beds for growing produce during the summer 
months for distribution.

Several of those involved in this particu-
lar service project for the Day of Service were 
student-athletes and coaches who were eager 
to pitch in where help was needed.

“It is important for student-athletes to 
understand the notion of service, and how 
a helping hand can significantly mend and 
build quality relationships,” Coach Cornelius 
Coleman, assistant provost for Undergradu-
ate Learning Experiences and head football 
coach at Waynesburg University, said.

“In order for Greene County to operate 
as ONE, the Campus and its local Commu-
nity have to work well together.”

Members of the football and women’s 
soccer teams worked together to serve the 
needs of the Corner Cupboard Food Bank 

while also enjoying the unique opportunity 
to bond with their teammates off of the field.

“We loved being able to give back to the 
community and help others,” shared Brook-
lyn Loveland, a junior nursing major from 
New Cumberland, West Virginia, and mem-
ber of the women’s soccer team. “One of our 
team values is to grow every day and we grew 
as a team that day by serving the community. 
It was a great experience, and we hope to do 
it again soon.”

The ability to conduct service work as 
a team has not only been enjoyable for the 
student-athletes involved, it has also shown 
others their compassion and heart for mak-
ing a difference outside of their sport.

“We have the ability as a soccer program 
to have these awesome team 
bonding experiences that create 
memories for our players while 
also making a positive impact 
on our community,” said Coach 
George DeAugustino, head 
women’s soccer coach. “The idea 

to get involved with this project was driven by 
the players. They wanted to find a way to get 
together and give back, and came to me with 
the idea of helping the Corner Cupboard.”

“I am proud to be a coach of such an 
awesome group of players that want to spend 
a Saturday helping others. I think it shows 
how our team lives out Waynesburg Univer-
sity’s Mission.”

While guiding students in the develop-
ment of specific skills and talents, Waynes-
burg University also provides opportunities 
to apply and sharpen them through service. 
Service opportunities include service learn-
ing courses, international and domestic mis-
sion trips, the Bonner Scholars Program and 
personal service initiatives, among others.

Waynesburg University held its Commence-
ment Exercises during its milestone 175th anniver-
sary year on Sunday, May 5, on the Lawn of Miller 
Hall, honoring more than 350 undergraduate, 
graduate, and doctoral students.

John Montgomery, President and CEO of 
Community Bank, addressed the Class of 2024 as 
the Commencement speaker, and Rev. Dr. Edward 
Glover, founder of Urban Impact and Associate 
Preacher at Christ Church at Grove Farm in Se-
wickley, served as the Baccalaureate speaker. 

Montgomery and Glover were awarded hon-
orary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees during 
the Commencement ceremony. 

Tyler O’Quinn and Brandon Thomas were 
commissioned as Second Lieutenants in the United 
States Army. 2LT O’Quinn will serve Active Duty 
in the Armor Corps, and 2LT Thomas will serve 
in the Pennsylvania Army National Guard, Field 
Artillery Corps.

Gabrielle Michele Reifsnyder, an early child-
hood education and special education major from 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, was named the valedicto-
rian and delivered the valedictory to the University.

Grace Ingram, a criminal justice adminis-
tration major from Valencia, Pennsylvania, was 
awarded the 2024 Douglas G. and Kathryn D. Lee 
Servant Leadership Award. 

WU students volunteered around the 
community on their day of service. 
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CoolCool   atat  SchoolSchool::  By  D. NylandWest Greene School District

Over the first few weeks of May, mem-
bers of the West Greene FFA Chap-
ter have been busy providing for 

customers’ garden plant needs, whether it’s 
for the colorful flower bed in the front or the 
vegetable garden in the backyard.

Starting in February, students get their 
hands dirty preparing the pepper plants and 
begin planting everything else as the season 
progresses, ending with cucumbers last, at 
the end of April. The greenhouse has almost 
anything you’ll need for your garden—bell 
and hot peppers, a variety of tomato plants, 
cucumbers, squash and zucchini, broccoli, 
cauliflower, and cabbage. The group grows 
over 400 hanging baskets and fills up the rest 
of the greenhouse with bedding plants like 
petunias, calibrachoa, marigolds, zinnia, be-

gonias, geraniums, impatiens, pansies, and 
vinca. They also sell coleus, vinca, hypoestes, 
and spikes.

Junior Haylie Barner says, “The green-
house is a great opportunity. I really like help-
ing the customers and seeing the flowers/
plants they pick out… talking to them and 
seeing how their day is going… seeing the 
little kids walking in the greenhouse and hav-
ing the biggest smile when they see the flow-
ers. When I think of a greenhouse, I can only 
think of good things because we have a great 
committee that will support the FFA Chap-
ter.”

 Freshman Madison Burns says, “[T]
here are so many opportunities to learn and 
have fun. You get to experience how to plant 
properly and learn about them. I really enjoy 
planting and arranging the flowers. What I 
also enjoy about the greenhouse is being able 
to help customers.”   

The students also operate the green-
house in late autumn for holiday season poin-
settia sales. Multiple colors of poinsettias are 
planted in mid-August and grow during most 
of the fall.

While the 15 students in the horticulture 
class do most of the work for the greenhouse, 
during the busiest times, it’s all hands on 
deck—from more than the 100 students tak-
ing part. The students get a lot from operating 
the greenhouse: a sense of accomplishment, 
pride, comradeship, interaction with the 
community and more.

MacKenzie Whipkey, a junior, says, 
“Working in the greenhouse is a wonderful 
opportunity because you get to watch all the 
plants grown from a little seed to a big col-
orful plant. I spend all my free time at the 
greenhouse doing all the things that may 
need done… I have spent around 36 hours 
out-of-school time in the greenhouse. But 

with the help of Ag-mech and Ag-Gen kids, 
we have come together and become one, for 
our greenhouse to become successful!”

Marissa Tharp, another junior, shared, 
“Within the greenhouse this season tremen-
dous growth has taken place. Not only with 
the plants, but with myself and our FFA 
Chapter. Fostering an environment where 
it’s my responsibility to create something has 
given me a sense of pride. I’ve learned what 
it means to run a business and watch some-
thing grow out of nothing. Being with these 
people every day, and working towards the 
same goal, taught us all a lot about what it 
means to be an FFA family.”

 The original greenhouse at West Greene 
was in operation from the mid-1980s until a 
new greenhouse was built in 1999. A grant in 
2021 was used to upgrade the heating system, 
installed by the school’s agricultural mecha-
nization students.

The greenhouse is part of West Greene’s 
Agricultural Department. Floral design 
courses are also a part of the program, and 
using outsourced supplies, students in the de-
sign courses create flowers for school events. 
The department is hoping to grow the floral 
design program into a bigger business.

“[W]e will hopefully offer more buying 
opportunities in the floral design business. 
As our community’s greenhouse/floral design 
needs continue to rise, along with student in-
terest, we plan to expand right along with it.”  

Funds raised from both the greenhouse 
and the floral design program are used to help 
pay for West Greene FFA trips and activities. 
With a membership of over one hundred 
members and a program of activities with 
over 20 events per year, the group is always 
busy. The profits help keep costs low for 
members.

“Our community is extremely support-

ive of our program in general,” says Wright. 
“While there isn’t a specific business that 
helps with the greenhouse regularly, I couldn’t 
help but take the opportunity to thank our 
community for their never ending support of 
West Greene FFA.”

“Additionally, Dr. Raleigh Daniels is 
our biggest individual contributor to the 
greenhouse as he donates an unsurmounted 
amount of time and knowledge to helping us 
in the greenhouse.”

If you missed the spring annual and pe-
rennial sale this year, don’t worry—the holi-
day poinsettia sale is still to come, and there’s 
always next spring. Follow “West Greene FFA 
Chapter” on Facebook to stay up-to-date with 
what’s happening!

WGEC had 3 students place in the statewide 2024 Lyme Disease Student Art 
Competition. Mrs. Robinson encouraged and helped students in First through Sixth 
grade to submit entries into this year’s competition.  Destrey Jones (1st Place 3rd/4th 
grade), Kaitlyn Courtwright (1st Place 5th/6th grade) and Beckett Blouir  (3rd Place 
3rd/4th Grade) were all invited to the Capitol to be recognized.

Over the past few years, West Greene Aquaponics students take care of Trout from January 
till May. During this time, our students are responsible for creating a habitat for the trout to grow 
in. After all the hard work these same students release the trout in Ohiopyle State Park, where 
these fish will continue to grow and contribute to the local ecosystem. Lastly, our students got to 
explore Ohiopyle State Park looking at wildlife interactions and watershed interactions.

The students are involved in all aspects 
of the greenhouse’s operation. 

Students care for the greenhouse plants 
and help customers with purchases. 
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Arts in the Community: To d d Ta m a n e n d C la rkTo d d Ta m a n e n d C la rk
& A lu m ni& A lu m ni By D. Nyland

For the past 50 years, composer/multi-instrumentalist/ au-
thor Todd Tamenend Clark has been sharing his unique 
artistic vision with the world.

Clark was born on August 10, 1952, at Greene County Me-
morial Hospital in Waynesburg. When he was born, his family 
was living in Greensboro in the home of his maternal grand-
parents, Price Harvey (1883-1968) and Mona Gabler Harvey 
(1895-1962). He briefly lived in Crucible and Carmichaels while 
growing up, before going to eighth grade and high school in 
Waynesburg.

“I had my first keyboard lesson at age nine in 1961 and my 
first guitar lesson at age fifteen in 1967, but they weren’t con-
stant… I’m largely self-taught, although I took a lot of music 
courses as an undergraduate at Slippery Rock and in graduate 
school at IUP,” Clark says. He later began playing drums in 1970, 
theremin and violin in 1974, and flute in 1985.

While he was attending high school at Waynesburg Central 
High School, Clark began experimenting in the creative fields 
that would eventually capture his attention. He would occasion-
ally get up and perform vocals on a song or two with his friends’ 
band, The Velvet Myst. He would also run lights and draw post-
ers for them.

After graduating in 1970, just four years later, Clark had 
his first band and manager. The next year, 1975, he recorded 
his first album, A Deathguard Sampler, in Cleveland as part of 
Todd Clark & The Stars. He formed The Eyes a couple years later 
and released a second album, New Gods: Aardvark Through Zy-
murgy. His third studio album, We’re Not Safe, was released with 
members of The Eyes, now called The Todd Clark Group. His last 
album of the 1980s was Into The Vision.

During these years, Clark had six songs that were popular 
on college radio: “We’re Not Safe” (1979), “Secret Sinema” (1980), 
“Nightlife Of The New Gods” (1980), “Stars In Heat” (1984), 
“Flame Over Philadelphia” (1985), and “Oceans Of She” (1985).

Clark then took a thirteen-year break from releasing re-
cordings to raise his three sons from his second marriage as a 
custodial divorced dad.

He returned to releasing music in the early 2000s. He re-
leased three instrumental albums that included his children as 
guest musicians: Owls In Obsidian (2000); Staff, Mask, Rattle 
(2002); and Monongahela Riverrun(2004). The latter album 
features compositions representing sixteen towns along the 
Monongahela River.

Thirty-one of the songs Clark released between 1975 and 
1985 were collected on a CD set entitled Nova Psychedelia in 
2005 on a label from San Francisco. Three other compilations 
were released over the next fifteen years, as well as three addi-
tional studio albums. One of those albums was Whirlwind Of 
The Whispering Worlds (2020).

“I spent seven years creating Whirlwind Of The Whispering 
Worlds,” Clark says. “It was a hell of a lot of work! And pain-
ful! Each of the eighteen songs was the emotional equivalent of 
passing a kidney stone. Joined together with the previous album 
Dancing Through The Side Worlds, it forms a four-disc autobio-
graphical set.”

Dancing with the Side Worlds (2014) has one of Clark’s 
favorite pieces: “Shapeshifting The Monongahela Night.” Clark 
played everything in the 18-minute song. Another complicated 
piece, the 2020 song, “The Nature Of Tongues” saw Clark playing 
all the instruments, as well as all the vocals.

Over the years, as technology progressed, Clark’s musical 
sound evolved as well. “As more synthesizers, effects units, and 
drum machines were invented over the decades, I became more 
able to realize the sounds in my mind, resulting in a vast palette 
of audio options, many of which weren’t available when I first 
started.”

Clark finds inspiration in the world around him: “A lot 
of my songs are autobiographical. I also own several thousand 
books, ninety percent of which I’ve read. I study the ornithology 
of owls, and I keep myself well-informed of current events. And 
I love old monster movies from the 1950s and silver age comic 
books.”

He has multiple musical and artistic influences: Jim Mor-
rison (vocals), Frank Zappa composition), Sun Ra (keyboard), 
Jimi Hendrix (guitar), Carmine Appice (drums) and William 
Burroughs (literary). He collaborated with Burroughs on the title 
song to his 1984 album Into The Vision.

In addition to poetry and music, Clark also does photog-
raphy and artwork, as well as writing sociological essays and re-
views of books, albums, and films. Out of all the creative endeav-
ors Clark is involved in, his favorite is writing poetry to set to 
music. “I find that most popular songs have weak lyrics, and I put 
in extra effort to avoid that pitfall, carefully contemplating every 
comma and syllable, sometimes for months! But I also compose 
a lot of instrumental music.”

While attending art school in San Francisco in 1970, Clark 
also became involved with Native American activism during the 
time of the Alcatraz occupation. His family has Onodowaga and 
Lenape ancestry. Clark joined the Council of Three Rivers in 
Pittsburgh in the 1980s. In the 1990s, Russell Means mentored 
Clark into the American Indian Movement (AIM), and he even-
tually became the head of the Pennsylvania chapter. “I’m also 
a member of the Green Party and an enthusiastic supporter of 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who voices many of my positions on 
contemporary political issues.”

Clark hasn’t let time keep him from making music. Despite 
a moderate case of Parkinson’s disease diagnosed within the last 
few years, he rehearses on his instruments constantly. He also 
stays well-informed about the technological progress of music 
equipment and isn’t afraid of change; he believes it is an integral 
part of creativity. “Innovation! Deconstructing the old rules and 
recombining them into futuristic formations that have never ex-
isted before!”

Clark spent some years moving around the United States, 
later settling near Masontown in 1993. He now has six adult chil-
dren and seven grandchildren. He is working on one last vocal al-
bum now entitled Nocturnal Journal, and after that, he has three 
instrumental albums planned. Clark has no intentions of living 
in a world without art: “My art keeps my mind open to the vast 
possibilities of life and keeps me from becoming a conformist to 
the social pressures of the dominant colonial society.”

“In addition to enjoying the outcome of having a finished 
work, despite whatever suffering and sacrifice went into creating 
it, I find the very thought of having lived a life that leaves no art 
behind to be totally unacceptable!”

If you’d like to listen to Clark’s music, visit Bandcamp or 
check out YouTube, where he has 160 videos available—with 
more on the way!
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County Alumni:  CHLOE & BECKY
Mother/Daughter Duo Serving the Disability Community at Voices for Independence

Becky McClure is a 2000 graduate of Waynesburg Cen-
tral High School. She has worked for Voices for Inde-
pendence in Washington, PA as the Director of Payroll 

and Benefits for the last 14 years. Voices for Independence 
is a center for independent living, with offices in both Erie 
and Washington, serving the disability community across 27 
counties throughout Western Pennsylvania. 

Currently celebrating their 30-year anniversary, Voices 
for Independence empowers people with disabilities and pro-
motes independent living. Both office locations host weekly 
activities for individuals with disabilities, including cooking 
classes, bingo/games, movie days, craft classes, and adaptive 
fitness classes. 

The majority of employees at Voices for Independence 
also have a disability. Becky has Epidermolysis Bullosa – a 
rare condition that causes blistering skin. You will see Becky 
wearing flip flops, even in the dead of winter, to keep her feet 
cool and prevent the blisters. Becky lives with her husband 
Nathan in Rogersville, PA and together, they have four chil-
dren – Chloe, Maddie, Karlee, and Grant. 

Becky’s oldest daughter, Chloe Payton, also attended 
Waynesburg Central High school through 11th grade. She 
transferred to West Greene High School for her senior year 
after her mom remarried. She graduated from West Greene 
in 2019. 

Chloe is also employed by Voices for Independence in 

the Nursing Home Transition depart-
ment. She assists individuals residing 
in nursing homes with returning to the 
community and ensures their transition 
into a more independent living setting is 
successful. Part of the transition process 
involves helping individuals locate and 
secure accessible and affordable hous-
ing, purchasing vital household necessi-
ties, and even completing initial grocery 
shopping to ensure that they can begin 
living independently with all essential 
items. Chloe often talks about how re-
warding her job is and how grateful the 
consumers are with the resources and 
knowledge provided by Voices for Inde-
pendence. 

You can find this mother/daughter 
duo working many of the organization’s 
events held throughout the year. To 
learn more about Voices for Indepen-
dence, the services they provide, or to 
schedule a visit today, simply visit www.
vficil.org or call their Washington office 
Monday-Friday from 8:30am-4:30pm at 
(724) 223-5115.

Seeking a new adventure?  Searching for a 
place to shake off the daily dust of your 
same old standard routine?  Well, if it’s 

a Thursday evening, look no further than 
the steps of The Denny House and  Carriage 
House in downtown Waynesburg!

Built in 1836, The Denny House has the 
historical charm and Victorian elegance that 
creates a magical setting for any visit. When 
you walk in the front door, prepare to be sur-
rounded by the graceful and stylish ambiance 
that is historical yet timeless. From the im-
ported tiger oak to the multi-layered window 
treatments to the beautiful hand-painted ceil-
ings, every room is a treat for the eyes!

Unlike most homes of this caliber, which 
are often reserved as museums or private resi-
dences, The Denny House stands as a unique 
exception. Owners Pam and Kent Marisa 
have graciously opened the doors to the com-
munity, offering an exclusive experience.  The 
Denny House has become an entertainment 
venue for baby showers, elegant teas, gradu-
ation parties, and an all-inclusive wedding 
destination, making each event a truly special 
occasion.

The Denny House has been a promi-
nent place for entertainment in Waynesburg 

for over a century.  Just as the Denny sisters 
welcomed visitors in the days of yesteryear, 
the current innkeepers, Andrew and Leigh 
Ann Shaner, extend the same warm hospital-
ity. With space for up to 100 guests inside and 
additional space in the beautifully landscaped 
courtyard outside, the house is ready to host!  
Innkeepers Andy and Leigh Ann now handle 
all the details and all of the cooking for in-
house events.  They will tackle everything 
from set up to clean up and take the stress and 
worry away while welcoming your guests and 
making everyone feel at home.

For these warm and sunny spring and 
summer evenings, The Denny House & Car-
riage House is open every Thursday evening 
from 5:00 to 9:00 PM, offering a variety of ex-
periences. Each evening boasts a food menu 
and full bar, with weekly specialty sandwiches 
and special drinks! Local musicians also play 
live music occasionally, adding a touch of ex-
citement to your visit!

So, plan to meet up with old friends or 
stop in to meet new ones.  Enjoy some deli-
cious food, wet your whistle with an old clas-
sic, or twist it up with something new!  Sit 
back, relax, and enjoy The Denny House's 
surroundings and setting!

A Night Out at The Denny HouseA Night Out at The Denny House
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County Alumni:  JESSIE MEIGHEN
By Zack ZeiglerA Pioneer for Women: Jesse Mieghen’s Legacy Lives on at West Greene

When a West Greene athletic program won a cham-
pionship, Athletic Director Bill Simms knew that 
he would have a handwritten note on his desk. This 

note would come from Jesse Meighen, a pioneer for women’s 
athletics at West Greene. She not only had a big impact on 
Simms’ life, but opened the door for many women and girls in 
athletics and dance.

“After every championship, Mrs. Meighen would send 
handwritten notes to me saying ‘I’m proud to tell everyone 
that I was your teacher’,” Simms says. “It is truly understated 
how much she meant to so many people. She was very impor-
tant in my life and gave girls opportunities in women’s sports 
before they were sponsored by the WPIAL and PIAA.”

Born in 1920, Jesse Meighen grew up in Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania, graduating with the class of 1938 from Waynes-
burg High School. Following graduation, she attended Slip-
pery Rock University, where she majored in Health & Physical 
Education and minored in mathematics. She graduated from 
Slippery Rock in 1943 and her professional career brought her 
back home to Greene County.

The West Greene School District hired her in 1963, where 
she taught Health, Physical Education, and Physiology for 25 
years. Simms, who is a 1988 graduate of West Greene High 
School, recalls the structure she brought to the classroom and 
how she opened their eyes to new opportunities.

“She was a very strict teacher and her phys ed class was 
very structured,” said Simms. “She was big into dance and 
during phys ed class we would have a full nine weeks devoted 
to dance. We would do ballroom dancing, square dancing, 
and it was built into the course. She and Mrs. Jones would 
force you into doing it, but it was great exposure to something 
that you have never done before.”

While she was strict and structured with her courses, her 
students were always at the top of her mind. She cared for each 
one of the students and was able to bring out a confidence 
in them that allowed them to reach their highest potential - 
whether or not they liked dance.

“[Mrs. Meighen] spent a lot of hours before and after 
school with her students,” says West Green Area School Dis-
trict Superintendent Brian Jackson. “She was always dedicated 
to her students, especially those who wanted to learn and get 
better.”

Growing up, Meighen had a passion for dance that started 
at four and continued throughout her life. She opened dance 
studios in Waynesburg, Carmichaels, and Cameron, West Vir-
ginia. During her 25-year tenure at West Greene, she passed 
her love of dance to her students, making it an integral part 
of her classes. She helped choreograph school musicals both 
during and after her tenure as a teacher, as well as sponsor-
ing the school’s dance and drill teams. It was a way to expose 

the students to arts and culture in a 
way that they would never have had 
the opportunity otherwise.

“I always thought it made 
a big difference in a girl’s devel-
opment because back then they 
weren’t so conscious about physical 
activity,” said Meighen in an inter-
view with Mary Staun in the story 
“Born to Dance: Jesse Reed Meigh-
en. “I always thought that whether 
they became a good dancer or not, 
it helped develop their grace and 
poise and made them self confi-
dent.”

Along with her love of dance, 
Meighen also saw an opportunity 
for women on the athletic field. She 
served as the sponsor of the initial 
West Greene Girls Athletic Asso-
ciation, which provided females 
the opportunity to compete in vari-
ous activities against other schools. 
She opened the door for women as 
the Head Varsity Girls Basketball 
Coach, breaking down walls previ-
ously built preventing girls in ath-
letics.

“Someone has got to open the 
wall and Mrs. Meighen was that 
person, seeing an opportunity to 
give our girls a chance in athlet-
ics,” Simms says. “When she was 
98 years old, we brought her out for 
the school send-off as the softball 
team went to the WPIAL finals and gave her a medal from the 
softball championship.”

To commemorate her 25 years of service to West Greene 
High School, and to thank her for pioneering young women 
in athletics, in 2023 Meighen was given the highest honor the 
athletic department can give. She was named as a member of 
the West Greene Pioneer Athletic Hall of Fame class of 2022-
2023 at the “young age of 102.” Even in her death, Meighen 
continues to give back to West Greene, asking that instead of 
flowers, memorial contributions be made to both the Slippery 
Rock University Alumni Association and the West Greene 
High School Athletic Department.

“When we inducted her into the Pioneer Athletic Hall of 
Fame, she was 102 and still very spry,” Simms says. “Her fami-
ly was highly involved, and it was great to be able to honor her 

as a beloved former teacher. Since her recent passing, [we’ve 
gotten] five checks… totaling $1,350, in her memory.”

Jesse Meighen affected many lives throughout her career, 
and it was her love of dance that drove her to open the door 
for many young women. Even those who weren’t into dance 
fell in love with Mrs. Meighen. She will forever be a Pioneer.

“When you think about it, when I quit my dancing 
school and went into teaching, I wouldn’t have liked it at all if I 
couldn’t teach dance in high school,” Meighen said. “I [taught] 
dance when I opened my first dancing school, and I stopped at 
80 years old when I taught seven routines for “Bye Bye Birdie” 
at West Greene High School. Not every child that took dance 
was a dancer, but you can always see something, and I am so 
glad that so many of the students will say to me I wasn’t very 
good, but I still love to dance.”

Every oil & gas rights owner has the chance to sell 

their rights for a lump sum of cash instead of waiting 

to be paid. Mineral Funding Solutions' experienced 

LOCAL team prides itself on TRANSPARENT 

EVALUATIONS and SMOOTH CLOSINGS. 

• We have the CASH ON HAND to close deals. 

• We make it FAST & EASY! And the QUOTE is 

 FREE with no obligations. 

• YOU CAN SELL ALL or PART of your oil, gas &       

 mineral rights. 

• BENEFIT FINANCIALLY WITHOUT THE RISK of 

guessing WHEN or IF your mineral rights will turn 

into real dollars.  

• WE PAY ALL CLOSING COSTS. 

• We can SPREAD OUT THE PAYMENT to you over a 

couple of years if you like, to help any taxes due. 

Sellers from Greene and Washington Counties, PA 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE TODAY!                                                                        
1-844-646-3863  

Email us: info@mineralfunding.com 
www.mineralfunding.com 

*All offers and closing times vary based on specific property details.  

WITH NO HIDDEN FEES OR COSTS! 
We Can Close in As Little As 30 Days* 

Premier Buyer Since 2012 
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County Alumni:  CANDICE BUCHANAN
By Colleen Nelson

When it comes to finding an amazing old photograph 
from an almost forgotten past, Greene County his-
torical researcher Candice Buchanan can’t be beat. 

But sometimes it’s the old photograph that finds her.
Case in point—Sarah (Bonar) Buchanan McConnell 

(1850-1871). 
Buchanan happily admits that Sarah, or Sadie, to those 

who loved her, is one of the two long-lost cousins who made 
her the passionate genealogist she is today.

It was during her 14th birthday party romp with friends 
through Green Mount Cemetery—“We were looking for the 
haunted mausoleum!”—that Buchanan came face to face, or 
rather face to tombstone, with cousins Sadie and Albert “Bert” 
Buchanan. Sadie died of illness at age 21, and Albert “Bert” 
Buchanan was killed in action during World War I at age 26. 
It was a defining moment for this wide-eyed teen. “I think I 
bonded with them because I was so young myself.”

There were no family photos, but it thrilled Buchanan fi-

nally to be face to face with Sadie when she attended Waynes-
burg College and discovered her posing with fellow graduates 
in the class photo of 1868. “Thanks to that preserved image in 
the school archives, we had this reunion.”

Buchanan would discover later that cousin Bert was one 
of the 17 “Rain Day Boys” who died in battle during World 
War I on July 28-29, 1918 in France. The door to the past these 
cousins opened put Buchanan on a career path that has led to 
her present job as Reference Librarian of Local History and 
Genealogy at the Library of Congress.

Buchanan now lives in Suitland, MD, but maintains her 
hometown ties with regular visits and Internet availability. 
She returned to her alma mater on February 22 to present her 
slideshow lecture “We Will Do Great Things—Waynesburg’s 
Early Female Alumnae and the Success of Coeducation” as 
part of the Glenn A. and Jane L. Crosby Humanities Lec-
tureship at Alumni Hall. Her research into the lives of these 
trailblazing women grads is a glimpse into a world where 

women rarely got public 
notice, yet, like Waynes-
burg College co-founder 
Margaret Belle Miller 
(1826-1874) were the 
ones who lead the charge 
for equality of the sexes 
in higher education.

“When I began to 
work with Glenn Tooth-
man at Memory Medal-
lion, Sadie and Bert were 
the first two Memory 
Medallions I drafted for 
my own family,” Bu-
chanan shares. “Sadie is 
very important to me. I 
come at my interest in 
the school’s (Waynes-
burg University) history 
from many angles. The 
early female graduates, 
including my grandma, 
are most important.”

Buchanan’s third 
generation alumni roots 
at Waynesburg College 
go back on to grand-
mother Sara Livingood 
Buchanan who gradu-
ated in 1938, and dad 
John “Buck” Buchanan 
who graduated in 1975. 
As we texted back and 
forth for this story, she 
sent me a photo of the 
three of them together 
and smiling in 2008 at 
Sara’s 70th class reunion 
in Alumni Hall.

Buchanan graduat-

ed in 2002 and collaborated with Toothman, who had his own 
family member in the fateful 1918 battle that claimed cousin 
Bert. Together they did the research, traveled to France to visit 
the infamous Glimpittes Woods where the battle took place, 
then published “The Rain Day Boys” in time for the 100th an-
niversary in 2018.

Buchanan’s years of tracking down and archiving Greene 
County’s genealogy has been an inspiration for others who 
have been adding their own ancestors to the mix of those who 
settled here since the days of the Western Frontier.

These records, anecdotes, and large-limbed family trees 
are on file, not only at Cornerstone and the Library of Con-
gress, but can be added to, browsed and exclaimed over—Hel-
lo, second cousin once removed!—at Greene Connections, 
Buchanan’s genealogy page on Facebook, or by going online 
at GreeneConnections.com

Recently, Buchanan was delighted to find another long-
lost image of Sadie, now a beautiful young matron, along with 
a photo of her dashing husband Will McConnell (1848 -1931) 
for sale, while searching for items associated with Waynesburg 
on eBay. “After my years of researching her, I recognized her 
immediately!” All doubt was removed when she examined the 
original photos and handwritten captions and saw both iden-
tified by name. Buchanan shared the photos on her personal 
Facebook page, along with all the exciting details of how Sadie 
and Will finally made it home to Greene County. Buchanan’s 
research tells us Sadie was the third daughter of attorney 
James Andrew Jackson Buchanan and that she married Wil-
liam Barnet McConnell, a young law student, on September 
9, 1869. The newlyweds lived with Sadie’s parents in Waynes-
burg until they moved to live with Will’s parents in Angola, 
Indiana “between the summers of 1870-71.” 

There, Sadie soon fell ill with a malaria fever known then 
as “dumb ague” and returned to her parents’ home in Waynes-
burg where she lived out the last six weeks of her life.

Sadie’s stone, the one Buchanan happened upon as an 
impressionable teen, has these Jane Austinesque words of 
grief, written by a Will, engraved upon its back:

“I place this tablet to mark the last resting place of her I 
loved so well. Her educated mind and Christian heart ordered 
her love as wife, her affection as a child, and devotion as a 
sister. An ornament to society while living, she passed away 
from the love of all whispering her last words, the consoling 
language, ‘All is well.’ The love she bore and the kindness she 
administered will be the green spots of memory till the chords 
of my heart loosen, my affections dissolve, and by her side I lie 
down to rest, a weary pilgrim and a stricken husband.”

Buchanan grew up to deliver, in her own words, the epi-
logue to Sadie’s story, words that still echo the love to be found 
in close family ties. “Despite his promise, William never re-
turned to be buried with Sadie. On November 25, 1879, back 
in his hometown of Angola, Indiana, William married Emma 
McPherson Vandercook, with whom he had at least one child, 
and lived out his life.” Yet, “He always remained closely tied to 
the Buchanan family. Sadie’s sisters, with their husbands and 
children, made the trip to Angola to attend William’s wedding 
ceremony…and over thirty years later, when J. A. J. Buchan-
an’s obituary was written in 1910, William B. McConnell was 
still listed as a son-in-law.”

Sarah “Sadie” Bonar Buchanan McConnell 
and her husband Will. 

Three generation’s of WU alumni: Candice, 
grandmother Sara, and father Buck.

REDEFINEREDEFINE
EDUCATIONEDUCATION  

The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School (PA Cyber) offers students in grades 

K-12 an alternative to traditional education. Families look beyond their local 

school district for a range of reasons, and sometimes it’s necessary to try a 

new school experience. After 24 years of perfecting online education and 

with a legacy of 21,000 graduates, PA Cyber has demonstrated that learning 

online is an effective long-term solution for many students.  
  

Enrollment is open for the 2024–2025 school year. Explore PA Cyber as an 

option for your child’s education at pacyber.org or call 724-643-1180.    

The Learning Never Stops.

Learn More @PAcyber.org

Follow PA Cyber on:
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